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BY CARROLY RYAN,
Gazing out gt midnight
Over o misty sen;—
*0ut in that chaos of darkness
What {8 there ehild for theo?
4Bitlows thnt break have volees,
As breaking hoarts, for those
‘That liston while sin refolcos
Ovéera sea of woos.

“Grlef, )iko 8 tompoest riding
Ovor o million souls,
Where, in the night of itving,
Life like nn ocean rolls.
O1'blessed ho Him that glveth
A voleo to the breaking boart,
‘The song ofa lovo that liveth
When all that were loved dopart.”

i HEAVY CAVALRY CHARGE AT
BALACLAVA,

From Kinglgke's  Tnvasion of the Crimea"
“The custom of the servico requires that
officer who has the immediato command
bf 2 body of cavalry engaged in the duty of
harging shall bo the actusl leader of the
pnslaught in tho strictest sense, riding
Rlormard at a distance of at least some fow
in advance of his squadrons; but it
st not be supposed that those who origi
ated or sanctioned this practice were acting
contemplation of any such circumstances
those which now existed, or that they
er intanded to subject a General officer,
ndeed any other human being, to the
uliar species of personal hazard which

fa general operation, the practice is not
which unduly exposes the life of the
af; for when a strong body of horse is
Riled at full pace towards the foe, it com-
ly happens that either the attack or tho
Bistance gives wav beforo tho moment of
pact; buin this rare examplo of a slow,
. tesolr.e, charge of three hundred,
ected uphill ngainst broad and deep
p2588 of squadrons which reckoned their

Fgth by thousands, it scemed nearl
_\m:.fwm the. first that the genem)l,
lsl.lt:mn.s,t oome and come almest

);;. lgﬁo.,qotusl bodily contact with a

rletb had resolved to confront. As tested!

ranks were 80 barred against all reireat by
tho sqadrons behind them that thero could
be no hope of putting the body to flight by
the mere approach of our squadrons.

At this time, the distance between tho
Russians and General Scarlett is bolieved
to have been about 400 yards.

Ha turned to his trumpeter and snid at
once, **Sound the charge "

Whilst the notes were still pealing, and
before they could take full effect upon the
squadrons behind him, Searlett moved
forward at a trot; and although the impedi-
ments of the camping-ground m.de it
necessary for a rider in this the first part of
the onset to pick his way with some care,
yet the horse Scarlett rode was a horse of
such stride and power that his rate of ad-
vance was 1ot slow, even over the obstruct~
ed ground ; and, as soon as the clear field
which wasatlength gained enabled the leader
to get into a gallop, tho distance between
him and hissquadrons was swiftly increased.
In o few moments he was so far in_advance
of them that Elliot judged it right to call
the attention of the chief to the position of
his sqadrons. Those squadrons were by this
time advancing; but the impediments of
the camping ground proved of course more
obstructing to the serried ranks of the Greys
than to a horseman with only one companion
and two attendants. Scarleit could not
question that the distance between him and
his squadrons had become extravagantly
greats butstill judging, as he hsl judged
from the first, thatit was of vital moment
to strike the encmy’s column whilst halted,
fie rather desired to acclerate the Greys
than much to retard his ovm pace. There~
fore, still pressing forward, though not quito
so swiftly as before, he turned partly ronnd
in lns saddle, shouted out a‘‘Come ont"’
to the Greys, and invoked them with awave
of 'his sword.

When the sqguadrons stteined to clear
 ground  they began to reduce the space

which .ded them from their leader; but
it .is computed that, at the maoment c¢f
Sca rlett’s first contact with the enemy’s
coly unn, the distance between him and the
sqw wirons which followed him was still, at
the least, fifty yards.

J1 1o Brigadier now found himself nearing
the: front of the column a. a point very near
its ¢ ontro, and ths spot at which Scarledt
thugs rode was marked by the presence of s
Russ 1an officer who sat erect in his saddlo
some 1 few paces in front of his people, and
conft -onting tho English intruder.

See wlett by this time was charging up at
high, spoed, and, conjoined with the swift-
ness  thus attsined, tho weight of o sixteen-

{ staace of Elliot's approac

partly round in his saddle, with a gesturs
which seemed to indicate that ho sought to
beckon forward his people, and cause them
toflood Gown over the four caming horse.
man; but already Scarlott and his ade-do.
camp were closing. Moved perhaps by such
indication of rank as was to'bg gathered in
ono fleeting moment from the sight ofa
staff officer’s hut, the Russian officer chose
Elliot for his adversary, and was going to
make his first thrust, when along the other
side of him, rushing close g;\srb the elbow of
his_bridle-arm, General Scarlett swept on
without hindance, and drove his way into
the columao. ,

It was by digging his charger right in
between the iwo nearest troopers before
bim that Scarlett wedged himself into the
solid mass of the enemy’s squadrons.
When & man has done an act of this kind,
and has lived to speak ofit, it is difficult
for him to be sure of what might be happen-
ing close around him, but Scarlétt, observed
that of the adversaries nearest to him, whom
he had not, he knew, gravely wounded,
there wero some who dro;l:Ped off their
horses withouthaving heen kitledorwounded
by him: end it seemed to him, if he wero
to judge only from his own eyes, that they
were throwing themselves to tho ground of
their own aceord. .

It was well perhaps, afther all, that Scar-
lett, in leading the charge, was extravagant-
ly ahead of his troops; for it seems he was
able to drive so far into the column as to be
protected by the very bodies of his adver—
saries from the shock which myst needs be
inflicted by the Greys ard Inniskillings
when charging the front of the column.

From the moment when the Bragadiar
had thus established himself in the midst
of his focs, it resulted, of course, that his
tenuro of life was by the sword, and not by
the sword which is & wmetaphor, bul by
that which is actunl and of steel: ~ Searlott,
it scems, had no protensions {0 be more
than n passably geod swordsman,and he had
the dispivantage of being neap-sighted :
but he knew how to handle hig weapon, ana
in circumstances which exposed him to
attack from several af the same time he had
more need of such, unflagging industry of
the sword-arm as might keep the blade
flashing hero, there, and on all sides in
quickly successivo wf:irls, thay of the subtle,
tho delicate skill which prerares men for
combats of two. "

It was partly, perhaps, from the circum-
] _him on the
sido of his sword-arm that the Russisn
officer in front of the column chose the
side-de-camp for his antagonist ihatead of

hands . horse gave his onset a forrnidable

vorsaries, and remain for a time
lg}pd in it, becauso the enemy’s front

morgs ntum. The Russian officer turned

tho chiof; but, be thates it may, ho faced
Elliot as hie approached, and endeavoured



