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France’s Sccond Ewpire.
QUBER REVELATIONS OF THE COURT LIFE OF
THAT PERIOD.

(Fyom the London News.)

Walking down the Boulevard Bonne Nou.
vollo mith & most respoctable Bonapartist,
on our way to see * La DPetite Marlee.” I
askod him why he wanted to have the Em-
pire back again, when ho gave due consider-
tion to tho facl that comic operns, with
frisky music,toothsomesuppers,and aotreas
es.without any Quakerliko superabundance
of olothing, were still as pleatiful in Pavis
as ever. Tho lmperialist gentloman no-
knowledged that this form of debato was
not without a show of roason, in so far as
the right of private judgment was concerned,
and that every politician’s innermost
thoughts were his own, whatover sontimonts
he might thinle Rt tg gxpress in pablic, a9
thut admlrable philosoplior, single spoech
Hamilton, had taught the British legiaﬁuors
of the Inst century in his immortal work on
Parliamentary logic; but my friend (who is
a goreno and fat man) demurely added that
he had observed it gave a man bettor social
standing to be a Bonapartist than to bea
Republican: and as he bad a comlortable
incoma which sufficed for all his wants, ho
was not obliged to be rational,

This auswer set mo thinking of a curious
mapuscript memoir I Lave lately seen, and
weaich is making somenoise in seloct sociaty
at this prosent writing, It is the unvarnish-
ed tale of the old court lite of the late reign,
and contains some revelations queer nnd
sad about the Second Bmpire. 1t is from
this memoir I learned that, after the Orsini
business, a Perfect—no matler who—re.
ceived on order from tho Minister of the
Interior to arrest twelve of the inbabitants
of his department. ‘' Who?" inquired the
Perfoct. * Never mind who," roplied the
Minister, with a jolly franknezs which be-
came him well, ** only strike high, to strike
terror.’” Consequently & dozen local notab-
les, comprising & soientific chemist, a mauu.
facturer, & papor maker, four lawyers, and
five notaries wora heastily thurst into prisor
Ths cause ot their incarceration was never
explained to them, but it cost them a round
sum each to get free. Indeed, while even
cario turists represented Napoleon 1Il. asa
Spbinx of wisdom, arrests of citizens and
most other affuirs of State appear to have
been sheerfully mansged by chanco or rule
of thumb, Thero was not half so much talk
sbout lesigation as there is in constitutional
countries; for tue Imperial councils were
occupied with more serious matters, and had
an especially tender regard for female sufi*
erings. ‘Thus at a Cabinet Council held at
the Tulleries, and presided over by Cmsar in
persopn, the first question discussed was the
hurt which a dancing girl had done to ber
ankle, Itwas spoken of in whispersasa
deep secroel. Thoere were nine members pro
sent at the Minister's table.

CARES OF STATE NOT WEIGHTY.

They sat well back in their chairs as men
who had nothing to do, and saw no need to
excile themselves, and they looked admir-
fugly at their own nails. Aftertbe incident
of tho dancing girl had closed, silence

woko up at tkeir Soveroign’s eall, and duti-
fully commonted on tho budget ina sanso
favorablo to Coosar's wishos, which possibly
had beon explained to them by tho Duc do
Morny, They nlso made financial arrango-
mente which wore not precisely in accord-
anco with tho vieivs of Moses dfter he had
transoribed tho decaloguo. Tho Emperor
approved these proceodings with abstracted
nods. Ife nlfectod oven to liston to what
was anid. Ilis oyes had & vague exprasslon,
liowevor, and ho was almost, dazed by the
tight of a groat ‘window which faced him in
the councﬁ toom, All tho Ministers approve
od what the Eaiporor bad approved, with-
out furthor observation. Then thero was
another silonco, while the Emperor's fuce
and bis oyes turned yellow with sickness
and pain. The council sat about an hour,

The mnnuscript abovo mentioned hinle
that tho Emporor was silont on theso occas-
ions, bacause ho was afraid of being dragged
into porsonnl alteroations, which wero very
hot and fierce at the Counoils beld in the
commencoment of his reign. Moreover, ho
was not a ready spoaker, and preferred.to
express his thoughts in anonymous writings,
when ho could say what he pleased, and ine
curred no responsibility, 1lle had quite an
itch for writing behind. a screen, and-had a
strong personal love for tho press. Soms-.
times ho wrotolongand rather prosy articles
with bis own hand, supporting attacks on
his own Government-—a trick in the fabrica
tion of certain shades of public opinion
swhich ho had, perhaps, learned from Pal-
morston. His dream was to have a journal
of his own, and he bad actually a fingerin
in the ple of soveral nows sheats, which.
wero popularly alleged to belong to (ho op+
position. Sometimes he trote things which
stratled his own censors, and on one
occasion a publisher was arrested- for-
eolling n pnmphlet which Cmsar bhim-
self bad dictated, ond in which hoopenly
advocated a mystcrious sort of socialisw,
His ministors often betrayed each other
with great impudence, and fell to loggor-
heads in the Council. Elsewhere they fro-
auently made u&their difteranca, antd ecpohe
of bis Impaorifal ajesty between themselves
as * Le crapaud.”

THEL EMPEROR'S GAMMON.

When tho Cabinet Council abovo deserib-
ed was over, the Sovereign invited his
Prime Ministor to retire with him into his

|

stuly for a privato conferance. 1t was dur.
ing such consultations that the real work of
the empiro was dono or prepared. Tho
sanotuary in which Cesar formed those de
vigns which upset the Austrian monarchy
und founded the kingdom of Ltaly was a nar-
row closet, chocked up with nowspapas ull
there was hardly room to turn init; and
boolks were strewn all over the farniture as
though it had rained literature from the
celling, When the Emperor and his Prem-
ier wera alone, his Majesty lit & cigarctte
and benovolently tried to bamboozile the
Minister with ways wbich were quito affec
tionate. Then. having exhausted tho arts
of gammon, ke beganto snap, and displayed
some excoedingly pointed leoth. Ho was
always well primed for mischief, becauso
toadies and sycophants constantly tickied

reigned over the augustassembly. Tho Km- this ears with escandalous stories about all

peror seemed to be suflering,

Uis face, {his Ministers,

Tho very corridora and cub-

says the memoir, looked **estinguished’' ' boards of the palace, too, were full of sland-

aud be appeared to have 1n him no moro life ! ers.
than sufliced to twirle lis muustache. He igrooms, end equorrics fetched and carsied | defeatad, 13 awys 1= Tivers “were *-ﬁ(e};'c.:.g
was ashon pale. Atlength, as nobody spoke, calummuies, but Crsar had nlso 8 private (shooners orfofed-fhe = IEiar ™t 18
his Majesty started, as though out of a pohce, composed of cunningobservers. s yer,” = Thul s Waed," 4> LapbingMind the
dream, and muiternd in & drawling, pasty ! Majesty was fond of spics, and loved toset | Cousless ' of Dulifis, fhiaSiny foudiapll

Not only the imperial chamberlains,

suspooted, Feo Inew the amount of his
Ministors’ waehing bllls, and the sums they
paid thoir butlers, footmen, porters, and
oven their corn cutiors.

Of roal power, howevor, evop at thg
haight of his glory, ho had of coutse none,
His * Ministers dupted him with amazing
audneity and complete success, Ho could
not obtaln 30 much as tho promotion of 4
subaltern oflicer from thom, or the dismis.
sal of a subperfect who bad offended Lim.
It was all lip. service that was paid to him
and bo know it, resenting tho humilintions
inflicted upon him in hisown manner, which
was voioolesss {Ie bad o habit of pattwng
this off, and-disconderted his opponents by
oxpressing his willingness to wait-ton years
for anything ho wauted. s favoriteand
most famous saving was ¢ Toul vient & qu,
sait attendre.” e had a passion for waitmyg,
and was n patient, painstaking; dilatory man,
but not bright,as was commonly supposed —
at least 80 says the.memoir. \Vhon listen
ing to remarks which were distasteful to
bim he had * a pale, impeneteablo smile' —
the ghost of a smile—especially while ho
wns inwardly. manmuvring to gev the better
of his company, and he always acted sud
denly, Mnuy of the ladies- of the Court,
suggests thie manuscript. darkly, were in no
sense conspicuaus for tho rigidity -of ther
privciples, ‘They showed an astonishing
dexterity in ncquiring property; they be.
come intoxicated with the largenoss and rap
idity of their gains, nnd thoywere ** mordues
-par la passion duvol.”” -1t would be astrange
story thnt these memoirs rolate, it something
vastly like it had not heen told of nll courts
aad of ull republios mx all ages.

A PROPOSED NEW NOBILITY.

'Tho question of a hew nobility oceupied
the Courtn great deal from sbout the year
1863 to 1865, and no man know on which
sido bread is best buttered would hava ob-
jectod to bo one of the Emperor’s nobles.
Indéed, bis Majesty’s scheme for o peerage
which should be all his'own wus by nomeans
dovoid of plans:bility., He saw that titls
without functions, and nftén without toven
ues, were but laughuable distincvions, not
likely to command respect among a n-
bald generation of journalists and burlesquo
writers; s0 he determined that his courts
aud barons should be people wielding a real
authorily, and able to insist in obedience
and supromacy becauso ofit. He sat about
his work in a ciicuitous faahion, as usual,
but bis intentions were smcere. “Thus tho
Government began by submitting to the
Corps Legislalif the project of a law to pun-
ish by liue and imprisonment sny persons
oonvicted of having arrayed tneselves in
these tities. ‘Tho Lmperor was anxious to
give a formal sanction to ancient honors by
theso menns, and to prepars for the creation
of new ones, knowing how pctent a per-

in the hands of a csutiousand politia princo,
becauso it provides him_twithi goioething to
givo nway which is mucl ¢dvated and Which
costs nothing s T

[ SRR I S S

The Ocoan Yacht Baeo, - -.
THE '* COLATESY OF-DOFFERIN' PEnTe: 0¥, ~ o

LIST, AND-GEATL ‘mmm‘f PSR
Tise Now Nurk Hrrulld, of iy 3G bat S
a very full'gesount:él thoweedplyaciue /.
10 sbich-the * Conuivss’ of Lullaip™®. .

K

Fubrers

voice, ** Nonsscurs, la session du Corps-Lagis- 1 them watching other people’s behaviorn | knowsi for thelr fojuses SehiSveiaspisnihe

Ltif va clra close.”

Toeu the Mimsters an underhand way whe'e they were least filth.a-veszol from wldeh ‘great thiegy “wee
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