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‘Ta ConrksroxpeNts.—Loiters addreased to
either the Fditor or Publisher, as well as
Communiocations intended for publication,
nust, invariably,be pre-puid. Correspon.
dents will also bear in mind that one end
ot the envelopa ahould be left open, and
at the corner the words ‘* Printer’s copy
written and 3 two or five cent stamp (ac-
cordiug to the weight of the communica.
tton) plsos.d thereon will pay the postage

o————————
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE,

Tez end of the present month closes
Volame VI{. of the VoLvxrees Revizw ;
and during the yesr wo have made out
and forwarded accounts to nearly all
aur Subscribers in arrears for Subscrip-
tions (o the Revisw. Some have
prowptly paid up their iudebtedness—
who will pleass aocept our thanks—but
by far the larger number have paid no
attentiou to i$—to those we give notice
now, that if their ‘scoounts are not set
tled Lefore the 1st of Junuity next, we
will be under the piinful necessity of
handing them over to s Lawyer for col-
1sation.’

Careaty 1L Breoxevacio, R. A, in & lec-
turedelivered at thé Royal' United ‘Service
Iostitution on +{he Tactics of the “hLrce
Arms ae modifieid o meet the requirements

of the present day,' says, * we have now
arrived at a period when the neoessity for
some change in tactics as they have been i¢
praoctised bytlie British army, is generally, I
will not say universally, acknowledged." He
then says that the improvement in arms has
brought about this desire for change ; but we
rather inclino to the opinion that it is dueto
the theoretical doductions of a cliss of able
and eduoated officers who have made the
phenomena attending the resuls of the lute
Franco Prussian contest,a subject of intense

8| and pralsewarthy study, but have failed to
10| see that it was not-the system of tactics at
11 all which led to Prussiwn victory il French

defeat, but tho simple principles of organ.
ization and discipline; and, therefore, at the.
vory outset we are disposed to call in ques-
tion tho truth of the nxiom on which the
whole theory of the leclure rests, admirably
_as it is worked out. There aro, Lowever,
throughout the lecture stores of practicu:
information of the most valuable character
—the clear enunciation of correct principles
snd condensed information generally of the
most interesting Kind.
It is laid downjwith the tersenvss of s ma
thematical formulw that ** the very root of
he whole art of tactizs' s Lo break dowan the
enemy's moral force and lo sustain the moral
Jorce of our ow: troopse  ‘That the means to
ghu end are practically two—fire and shock.
To break dowa the moral force of the enemy
the chief aim of mudern tactics is fo oblain
the greatest developman® of accurale fire nud
to sustain the moral force of troops, it is ne
cessary first, that they should have acquired
discipline, or implicit faith 1: and 2bedience
to their officers; nnl secondly, training
sfnited to war; thirdly, confilence by suc:
cess ag the outset; fsurthly, aptitude to ap-
preciate thoe topographical condition of the
ground as to shelter and skill to avoill the
destructive shot spheres ; and fifthly, capa.
¢ity to adopt formatious to the conditions of
the terre-plein over which tho troops sre.
operating, ‘Those are undonbtedly valuable
and correct principles, their application to
actual practice.does not even on the gallant
Captain’s shewing conatitute 4 revolution in

the art of tactics as peactised by the British.

Army, not even such an attraction as would
make it impossible for one of WxLLINgTON'S
old Geuersls to command British troops in
a modern battle notwithstanding the dif
ference in the range anJ use of weapous ao
ably illustrated by the gallant lecturer be
tween the periods of the Peniusular war aud
the present day.

Withou! attempting to eunter into the
minute and interesting details of the man-.
ner in which divisions, brigades, or battal

jons should be.Jed into action, weocoms (0.

what is reality the gist of the whole lecture,

the fighting formation, and the Prussian drill .
book which the gallant lecturer takes as Lis-

text—says : When actually under the ene
my’s fire tho employment of battalion col-
umns ¢ anly be jastitied by ap *cial cip-

cu netanoes. Tho nowinal ﬁghlmyformatun
of the first line is thereforé fo be in company

columns—subsequently this formution is de-
veloped as line four deep, or the very for-
mations advocited by Lieutennnt Colonel
Macorzato of the Elinburgh Volunteers in
his admirablé pamphlet which we recim.
mended some time ago. Let itba tiken ns it
may we fiil to gee the necessity for any
chnnge whatever in our systems o! tactics,
and we believe thoe only thing unecessury to
mvke British soldiors twin ns mny victories
as they (il under Wegnniyaroy, is to train
oficers, non-commissionod offficors and mon
to the neceasity of adv inclng and skirmish
ing under cover; the question of supports
and the dispasition of the attacking force
must altogether depend on the judgment of
the officers in command and the features of
the ground advanced ovor. In presoribing
rules for the noction uader imgined condi-
tions officers are binding the service with »
more rigid chain than the thin 1ed line avar
yot afixed to skilful manipulation, The
whlo matter resolves ilself into the fact
that Prussia beat Franca with a seriee of
enoounters in which the Jatter power was
over mitche by min and machine power
from the outset, That Prussis had not even
the best wespona, possessed no faith in her
own tactical formtions, proved them to be
rad:cally visions in praotice, and her success
due to numbers, organization, and discip-
line, is set down by theorists to her superior
tnctical improvisations. .

The ervor is a dangerous one every way,
and should be carefully guurded ageinst
even thaugh advocited by Field Marshal
Barox VoxMorrxe.

Cnptain Braozexsuac toucheson the guess
tion of attuck and defence, n order to illus-
trate the pirt artillery has got to play under
the naw condition of warfare, and lays it
dowvn as a rale that the defenco cannot be
tmpaired as long as the defenders are un-
shisken by artillery fire. while the assailant
li1s the :advantage of choosing his position
and concentrating his whole strength ona
sing'e point in the line of defence; there.
fore, the latter should_be offunsive as well
as delensive,

For nttick itis laid dowa that Latteries
should be wnawed both for effuct an 1 faoili.
ty of commnd, that each gun detachment
should employ a front of about 2) sperical
yards, and that the sooner it could be
broughit into position ani action the greater
the effect on the results.

As infaniry fice has acquired such range
and accuraoy, ‘artillery instead of being de-
tached with escorts can operate in roar of
the troops with impuaity. ‘He shews from
carefully prepared table and diagrams that
artillery can fire with safety over the heads
of troops from o range of 3 000 yards till
they are within 73 yards of the enemy; at

2,500 ynrds till they are within 103 yards of
tho same Point ; at, 2,000 yards till they are
within 153 yards; and at 1,500 yards til}



