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sary to place 6000 volunteers on active duty
to opposo thom.

But finding tho Red Rivor oxpodition Ifad
Leen delayed, the Fenian leaders postponed
their intended invasion to the 220d May, a
week provious to which dato the Red River
troops, including tho 6uth Riflos from Ot
tawa, had reached but not yot quitted
Toronto, en roule to the north-west

In the dobate in the lHouse of Lords on
Lord Carnarvon’s resolution in praise of the
Canadian militia, jt is to bo regretted that
the new Colonial Sceretary should have
faken a lino of argument somewhat detract
ing from the services of that force. Lord
Kimberley's words were:

My sccond objection is, that howover
strong our feelings may bo of tho services
performed by tho volunteers, we must mea-
suro the occasion by what actually occured ;
and considering that this was a raia of cer-
tain marauders in time of peace, who were
driven back, after they had advanced a foew
hnndred y~rds over the frontier, ina way
as discreditablo to them as it was creditable
to tho volunteers, it would bequite contrary
to precedent that this Ilouse should by
solemn declaration record ils sense of the
services of the troops and volunteers.”

Lord Kimberley knows littlo of the pecu-
liar blessings of tho United States constitu-
tion, if ho measures tho gravity of the occa-
sion when these bands of marauders cressed
the Canadian frontier by the result; and he
fails to do justice to tho officer to whose
judgment and promptitude of action, more
than to any other circumstance, England
and America are indebted for escape from a
very serious difficulty.

‘The grsvity of tho occasion eonsisted in
this, that several thousand Fenians were dis-
tributea ag ditlerent points along the fron
tier, whilo more thousands were en routc
from different quarters. 1f tho lirst party
which crossed the line irad been unopposed,
and had been able therefore to occupy and
intrench the strong postion of Eccles Hill
just within the Canadian frontier, it would
have fallen to the lot of the Canadian volun
teers to dislodge tho enemy from a strong
position, in place of defending it against
him. The Canadians would not have been
in a position to attack with prudence for at
the least twenty-four hours, the news that
the Fenian flag had been displayed unmo-
lested on Canadian soil for wventy four
hours’ communicated by telegraph to all
parts ot the Union, would have brought to;
the invaders a large accession of strength. |
The Fenians would have fought with confi-
denco, as their backs would have been al-
most touching United States territory ; and
if the first attack on their positivn had not
been completely successful, a storm of sym
pathy for ¢ the war ™ would have swept over
the Union, tens of thousands of filibusters f
would have entered Canade, and the United !
States executive would have Lecn powaless |
to provent a -tate of war Letween the two
countries. !

Fopnately the comunand of the Cana-
dian frontier whero the first collision took )

laced was confided to Lieutenant Colunel

sborne Smith, formerly of the 39th Reg-,
ment, whose energy and ability in executing
the same trust during the raid of 1566, gain |
ed for him the confidence of General Lind
say, who then commanded the troops in
Lower Canada, 25 well as that of the high
spirited frontier farmers of whom the Cana-
dian line of defence is composed.

Whea it appeared certain, from informa-
tion that ho received, that the Fenians were

time, and that they wero roally in carnest,
Colonel Smith, without waiting for ordere
from Ottawa, and sensible that overy mo-
ment was precious, acted on his own respon
sibilitv, under ono of the clauses of the new
nulitia bill, by calling out all the frontier
volunteer corps of hisdistrict for active duty.
But as the distances the men would have to
travel to their respective alarm-posts would
render tho concentration of thq difterent
battalions impossible under tiventy-four
hours from Lhe time of despatohing tho or-
ders, and as it was vitally important to fore-
stall tho enemy bofore they could obtain a
footing on Canadian soil, he telegraphed to
Licutenant Colonel Chamberlin, the com-
mander of the Missisquoi battaiion-—a gen-
tleman who combines tho occupation of a
Jjournalist with the attributes ot a cool and
daring soldier—to occupy the strong posi-
tion of Eccles Hill with such of the armed
residents as could bo got together in antici-
pation of the muster of the voiunteers.

In immediate response to Colonel Cham.
berlin's nppeal, thirty-five ycomen of the
frontier, carrying their own weapons, good
marksmen, proceeded on the aevening of the
24th May, under Mr. Asa Westover of Dun-
ham, to tako possession of the important
hill ; and this advance guard was reinforced
during the night by one oflicer and twenty-
five men, being the earliest arrivals of the
volunteers at their place of assembly. The
arrangements for the defence of the post
having been personally made by Colonel
Smith. to Colonel Chamberlin was loft the
honorable charge of keeping this gate of
entrance into Canada against all comers.

(To be continuecd.)

CANADA.

The letlers, of which tho following aro
copies, appeared in tho Montreal Herald of
Saturday, 5th November, and Monday, Tth
November. 1870, addressed to the Editor
and were received by him, respectively, from
Major-tieneral George Napior, C.B., the offi-
cer commanding {he Western Distrizt, Ca-
nada, in June, 1866, and Licut.-Colonel
Boolker, commanding Volunteers at Ridge-
way on the morning of Saturday, 2nd June,
1366 :—

11 'NORS TO VOLUNTEERS,
ArMy axp Navy Crys,
Loxvox, 21st Uct., 1870. g

To the Editor of the MoxtreAL HERALD:

Sir:—I have this day read you leading
article of the 3rd instant about the decora-
tions of the Order of St. Michael and St.
Ceorge so deservedly bestowed upor: Cols.
W. Osborne Smith, McEachren, Chamberlin,
and Fletcher, for their services during the
recent Fenian raid, and I entirely agree
with you in hoping that the same dis
tinction may be conferred upon officers who
also have served most gallantly in the
Fenian invasion of 1866, and who fought so
well at Ridgeway as they did.

I cannot, however, ellow that Colonel
Buoker failed in utteriy rout:ng the Fenians
bLecause ho did not rcceive the necessary
support which had been promised him,

neyer published, and, indeed 2 copy of it
was neversent to the Governor, Lord Monck,
and, consequontly my opinion of the gallant
conduct of tho Volunteors at Ridgeway was
not made public.

I rogrot it much, as had my despsatch
boen published, I feel sure that many officers
and men of the Volunteers—iho as you say
folt thoy were loft most unfairly and unjust-
ly almost under a cloud—would have seon
that it really was not the caso.

I trast, however, that the Imporial Gov.
ernment will decorate some of these oflicers
for their gallant services, and I shall be
very -glad to sce Colonel Booker's name
amongst the recipients, as I never for
one moment doubted his courage in the
field, however much I regrotted he did not
completely beat the Fenians at Ridgeway.

I remsin, Sir,
Your most obd’t. serv't.,
GEORGE NAPIER,
Major.General,

HONORS TO VOLUNTEERS.
To the Editor of the MoxtreAL HERALD :

Stz :—I have this morning read General
Napier's letter, published by you in the
Montreal Herald, and have to thank that
officer very much for his good opinion of
me, and of my services in the Volunteer
Militia. No officer in Her Majesty’s service
has known me better, nor is the present the
first time General Napier has been so good
as to do me the honor of speaking well of
me:

I beg leave, nevertheless, to call in ques
tion tho accuracy of the General's informa.
tion to the effect that «“Itis a well known
fact that he (Col. Booker) left Port Col.
borne long before the hour named by Col.
Peoacocke.”

The public of Canada have, to some ex
tent, shared this impression with General
Napier.

T havo avoided discussion, preferring to
leave tho whole question to that stern arbi
tor of events— Zime—to justify me with
those whose good opinion and regard I care
to possess. Tho General’s letter compel
me to reply.

Ifiv were part of Col. Peacocke’s plu
that I should have left Port Colborne at a
Iater hour than I did, his orders to that ef-
fect wero not conveyed to me.  The orders
I received were imperative, viz: to leave
Port Colborno on *he morningof tho 2und
of June, 1866, at 5 o’clock, if possible, bu
not later than 5.30 under any circumstances
—rations or no rations. I took the orders
down in writing from the words of Captar
Akers, R.E,, the staff officer sent by Colons
Peacocke to convey ‘o me Colonel P
cocke's commands, as follows, viz: Mem..
“ Move not later than 5:30; 5, if bread be
ready. Move to depot at Erio and wait tli
7. 1f not communicated with before &
move to Frenchman's Creek. If ¢‘No' b
telegraph, disembark at Ridgeway, and mor
to Stevensvilleat 9 to 9:30 a.m, Send pilot
engine to communicate with Lt.-Col. Denns
at Erie, and with telegrams.,”

See Captain Akers’ despatch to Coloncl
Lowry, Tth June, 1866, in Canada Gailc

as it [official] in corroboraticn of the correctness

is a well known fact that he ‘left Port} of my memo. Captain Akers writes :—

Colborne long before the hour named by
Colonel Peacocke, and had it not been for
the unfortunate alarm about cavalry Lo
would have defeated them.

By some mistake—which I canuot account
for—my despatch giving a detailed account

‘#Coloael Peacocke was to move on
Stevonsville 50 a3 to arrive there about 9:30
s.m, Lt-Col, Dennis to move along Rail
way {c Ridgeway as far as tho state of the
Railroad would permit, and march from
thence to meet Col. Poacocke ot Stevens

gathering on tho frontier for the second' of *-- operalions against tho Fonians was! ville af the above hour—and Lt-Col. Booker,



