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MISCELLANEQUS ITEMS
The different butteries of the Lahfax Gar-
rison Artillery are performing voluntary drill
every evening.

Tho Toronto Garrison Artillery has chal-
lenged No. 2 Company of the Queen’s Own
to o rifle match.

By tho death of Admirai Seymour, the
present llouse of Commons has lost its
cighth member since tho opening of the ses
810N,

Count Bismarck’s two sons, whoso recent
excursion to England caused tho report that
they were about to enter the University ot
Oxford, are going into the army.

\War UFrick, I’att, Marr, Aug. 3.—Riflo
Brigado—Lieut. his Royal Highness Prince
Arthur William Patrick Albert, K.G., X.P.,
from the Royal Artllery, to be Liout.

" The seamanship displayed by CaptainC. 1L
May, of H. M.S. Northumberland, in charge
of the Bermuda Docl convoy, has been des-
cribed as in every respect pecfect. 1o an-
chored the Norfhumberland in such close
proximity to the Warrior (the v~lieving ship)
in Porto Santo Bay, that there was not the
Jeast difficulty in *¢ turning” over the cable
to the old Warrior, which wasall completed
in less than two hours.

Gexerat  Brace 1y Loxpox, UNT,—General
Bragg, well-known as one of the prominent
commanders in the recent Southern rebel-
lion, is now sojourning in London, andis
quartered at the Tecumseth Houso, with his
family, Ho is n tall, wiry, olderly gentleman,
of very pleasing appearance, and aboutsixty
yearsof age. He expressesa very favorable
opinion of Canada, and more especially of
thissection. He fuprther says that, if Cana-
dians know whon thoy are well off, they will
drop talking of annexation. His opinion of
the ultimate issue of the payment of the
United States national debt is by no meavs
flattering.— Profolype.

The Reveng‘;le, screw hne-of-battle ship,
bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral George
Greville Wellesley, C. B., sailed from Spit
head on the 22nd ult., for Halifax, Nova
Scotia. The fine old liner loft Spithead un-
der all plain seil to royals set, and took tho
Needless passage. In passing Osborne the
ship saluted the Royal Standard floating on
the Palace tower with 21 guns. Rear-Ad-
miral Wellesloy succeeds Admiral Sir
Gecrge Rodrmey Mundy, K.C.B, in the
command of Her Majesty's ships in the
West Indies and North Amerca, and with
his officers and crew will turn over from the
Revonge to the armour-plated wooden frig-
ate Royal Alfred, now doing duty as the
flagship on the station. Admiral Mundy
and his officers return to England in the
Revenge.

The flying squadron, under command of !
Rear Admiral G. Phipps tlorny, comprising,

Her Majesty's ships Liverpcol (flagship), |

Liffey, Endymion, $cylla, aud Bristol, which‘

left Plymouth Sound soon after daylight on \

tlio morning of tho 19th of June under sail

make fair passago towards Madeira with tha |
wind from N. W. to N. E., until the 26th of
Juue, when itshifted round to the westward,
and they did not i1each that island until the
evening of the Istof July.

the daly exeruse of sl and gundrill “The
squadron, including the Bariosa, which had
justarrived, lefton the evening of the 2nd
July for Bahia, South America.

1o L g . { i reality be much more pleasant for & man
with light airs from the N. W., continued t0 16 Jiave a bayonet of the plain old fashion

T'he passage was |
made entively under sail, and the finoweather

wiich provailed afforded every facility for!
y ssderation? - Wopu. this question to Colonel
y Fletcher, who is huusclf a must humane

‘ man,
man.—Broad drrow.

An order recoived at Chatham Dockyard
from the Admiralty, dircots the powerful
armor-clad turret ship ‘‘ Corberus' to pro-
ceed in gotting roady for commission, asshe
is required to be despatched to Melborno
for thoprotection of the Australian colonies.
The ** Cerberus’’ will accordingly be remov-

ed 1nto one of the vacant docks ut Chatham

whero the work of preparing for her sea will
be carnied on with all despatch. The cost
of fitting out the *Cerberus” will be de-
frayed by the Australion Governmeont. Two
other powerful ironclad turret ships, the
« Abyssimia  and the “Magdala,” are also
being under construction for the detence
of Bombay, tho * Abyssinia™ being under
construction at theestablishment of Messrs.
Dudgeon, Poplar, and the * Magduls,, at
the Thames Iron Shipbuilding Campany’s
Works at Blackwall.

The Elcho Challenge Shield was shot for
on July 14, at ranges of 800, 600, and 1.000
yards. This yoar the shield has fallen to
Scotland, the reprasantatives of that king-
dom havingscored 1,419 points, as against
1,090 made on behalf of Ireland, 1.081 by
the marksmen of England. Tho Irish Inter-
national Challenge Trophy was carried off
by Ser; 2ant Kirk, of the 1st York. The
Chanc llor's Challengo Plate was contended
for by the Universities of Oxford and Cam-
bridg: , end was won by the latter by 397 to
356. “ho Princo Albert Prize, valued at
£100.,ad the prize of £25 given by the
Northerr. Indian Rifle Association, to be
corrpeted or by the two best shots in each
of the Elchu Shield Eights, were also com-
peted for. A wumber of Belgian riflemen
competed for tho prizes given by the Anglo-
Belgian Prize Fund.

Awellinformed New York paper's Havana
correspondent ostimates the present royal
army at 38,000 soldiers and 38,000 parish
volunteers ; and the rebels, under Cespedes,
at 20,000—only 6,000 of whom are properiy
armed. The rest carry lances or poignards
fixed on poles. Tha rebels, it is said, have
lost only ~ 10,000, about half as many as the
royalists, who havesuccumbed to the climato
and its discases in greater ratio than the in-
surgents. Cespedes, who is constantly re
ceiving small reinforcements of volunteers
and supplies of arms, lives in the hope of
wearing out the enemy, withan unhealthy
climate us his strongest ally. His policy is
the Fabian one of standing on the defensive
and awaiting his opportunity, varied by a
system of guerilla ‘arfare, in which his ill-
armed bands have a more equal chance than
in regular combats with Spain’s trained sol-
diers. The war, hitherto, has been costly
and destructive to both combatants.

The introduction of a saw-backed sword
bayonet bns been recommended by the late
special Committee on Breech-loading Small
Arms, of which Lieutenant-Colonel Fletcher
was chairman. The object is to furnish tho
soldier with an implement that may be

ually serviceable as a tool and a weapon of
war, but we canrot help thinking that the
principle of utility has here been allowed to
overrulo ovory other consideration. It may not

r  through his Lreast than onec with a
. v back, Lut the impression made on the
mnds of urdinary people by the proposal to
use & serated weapon is simoply one of horror
as 2% suLs-thing unspeakably borrible. Are
1deas and feeiiags, or oven sentinents, dic
tated by humsnuy -, utterly unworthy of con-

and a good type oi tho English gentle-

Somo recont oxperiments mado at gy,
Woolwich Arsenal, near London, éncourag,
tho hopo that gun cotton can be successful;y
used ns o most dostructive ngent A pyy
sade was built of oak timbars 0 faot 1),
firmly fixed in tho ground, and supported ;5
tho rear by strong trusses. Dises of gup
cotton were placed along the facu uf ipe
palisade about a foot abovo tho ground, agy
were fired by s battery in the usual w;,
‘Pho offect may be described as wondarfy)
‘tho palisade was literally bloawn away amjj
a deafening report, as if the massive timber
offered no more resistanceon one silc o[k,

un-cotton than the atmosphereon thoolhe,

Lo discs requiro no fixing, merely layig,
them onis sufficient. Solid blocks ofiry,
and stone can beshivered into fragments
firing a disclaid onthetop. In future siege
if somo desperate fellow can but get to th,
gato or n thin part of the walls, and hange
a few discs of gun cotton, & breach cant,
mado by firing with a galvanic cimrent frop
a long distance,

The Pall Mall Gazetteysys: L owovergrs
may be the late triumphs achieved by tbe
Prussian army, it seems, noyerthelesstole
the most unpopularservicein Europe Tt
domineering of tho officers, tho povertyof
tho soldier, and the strictness of the disup
line render lifo to many almost intolerabls.
To prove this, it is necessary only to stits
that according to German stalistics, thes
werein 1868 no less than 134 suicidesin tte
army of North Germany. ‘The total numte
of deaths amounted to 1,344.  This frightful
proportion is four times groater than thy
which exists in the armies of the Confeden
tion. We find that in tho army of Norh
Germay thore is one suicide for every 23
soldiers; in Denmark, one for overy 3,00);
in Saxody, one for 5,000;in Baden, onefi
avery 9,000; in Wurtemberg tho proporti
is the samo asin Norway—one for overyy.
784; in France there is one suicide for evex
10,000; in Sweden, one in every 15,0001
Bavaria it is the same as mn Sweden : andu
Belgium there is onom every 17,000 I
may also be remarked that between Iy
and 1852 the proportion of suicides in ik
Prussian army was only one to every 9,00
soldiess,

Tae Borbper Epitor.—The editorof the
Owykeo Avalanche, by way of describingks
agreeable voeation, as conductor of afronte
paper, makes the following intercstingre
flections :—*Oh, the felicity of editings
paper !—Charming, agrecable, in a hom'
Fascinating, attraclive occupation, bu: »
difficult to appreciate. How nicely ai
smoothly one gets along without an “oxr

leasantness I For instance, in a reces
issue we roferred directly to a ruffian knom
as Captain  Prescott, and incidentally tos
guerilla named Al Page. Wo did thse
justice to ourselves and the communitys
arge. The other day, while quietly sealdd
in our sanctum, taxing our brain for me
copy, in response 10 the cverlasting eryd
tho -*dovil,” the two above nameid villi,
onc of them armea with & hatchet, and tb:
other with a bowie-knife of large dimension
made a violent attack upon our person T
only alternative was to fight ordie W
accordingly seized a large knife, ahoutte
feet long, used for cutling paper, and U
our assailants protty freely  They sudfx
mercy, Wo spared their worthless liss
and told them to dust, and they got ups:d
dusted, We ‘would take this occasien®
state thrt if they or anyone clse atlscks
with the intention of doing us Lodly vt
we will shoot thom dead in their tracks,&
cut their thront from ear to car.”



