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translation of the two Latin wvords of which it is
comiposed, givea its moat comprehienaive nleaning

-" well willii,-," or Il wishting wvel'l."

Its opposite, Malevolence, is e<îually easy of defi-
nition. The former is a, relie of God's image in
mian-tje latter stands for one of the snd resuits
of the fnll, and its paternity is easily recognizable.

1 arn called t) speak tliis evening on Bene-
volence characterized as IlChristian,> whicli sim*-
ply means benevolence in its Iliighest forai; not s0
rnuch benevolence inanifested towvards Christian
objecta, but that true good will, which is Chriat-like
or Christian, and, tiierefore, God-like in its essence.

Witli nnkind's great loving Father, benevo,
lence is perfectly spontancous. In the natu rai
world Ris footateps leave blessinga behind them
whierever lie treada ; the gloriou s sunlight beams
themi forth on every hli and valley, wvaiting with
upturned faces for H is life-giving raya ; the sulent
failing dew gently distilla them on fiower and
miead ; the parched earth eagerly drinks them
f rom the fruitful shower ; and even the atorni and
tempeat fling them around in perfect abandon,
wvitl s'veet and wvholesomie influence.

& fie miakes R-is sun to rise on the evil and on
the good ; and sendethi vain on thec juat and on
the uii.just."

In the spiritual wvorld Ris gracicus blessinga
are cqually ubiquitous, and richer in their zscope
and work, by so much as immortal man ex.ceeda in
value inanirnate creation.

IlGod so loved the wvorld, thnt He gave Ris only
begotten Son," etc. But with the great Father's
fallible er-rtlîly chiîdren benevolence is a dispo-
sition wvhich requires in mnny cases imiplanting,
and in ail a steady and careful nourishing lest it
slîould die out or be choked over by the weeds of
sel fislinesa.

IlLook not every man on his own things, but
every man also on things of othiers." Paul knew
thc natural bia of the human mind, which, has
always been to look to our own concerna mainly,
and thc antidote hoe recommenda to, the Christin
at Philippi is as much required for the Christians
in Canada of to-day, as it wvas for those in the east
in the first century.

The Master "lpleased not liimself "-thc ideal cf

.1-lis followers is or ought to bo tile ýgtie i tlhQ

more, therefore, of the Chriat-like spirit we have,
the more wvill we do for others.

Some Chiristians make a maistakejust here--one
Iiears often as an excuse for declining to assiat in
benevolont objects-oh! we have just spent a
great deal iii building a fine new churcli, or ini
adorning it and ïnaking it more plensant and coin-
fortable-our benevolence must at least for some
time be turned in the direction of paying off the
debt incurred for that object. iBut it is quite a
misnonier to eall tlîat benevolence; as wve*l con-
sider ourselves beneflceiît individuals when we
buiît ourselves coînfortable ncw houses to dwell
in, or spend nioney to benutify and render more
convenient the old ones. In both cases we are
doing good to ourselves, and wvill reap the benefit
for ourselves.

The Pauline precept before alluded to cornes in
just here with considerable force as a test. We
don't need incentives to do good to ourselves ; but
we ail require precept upon precept, and lino upon
lime to keep us up to the duty and privilege of
doing good to, others.

Neither does genuine benevelence prompt us to
look over the lîst to see how so and s0 has given,
and gauge our gifts by another's generosity. To
our own Maker each of us will sýtand or fal; and
if two mites arc <rî,1ven in the spirit approved by
our Lord, the gift is of more value than thousands
of go] d and sîlver, without that spirit.

If we cultivate the disposition of mind and
heart that is implied in Christian benevolence it
will soon flnd modes of practical expression and
exemplification-not always in the sane direction
of course, for we are variously constituted ; but
our circumstances and surroundings will. invari-
ably indicate to us whiere our line of duty lies, if
we make it a matter of conscience.

I believe that every professed follower of Christ
utterly cornes short of, and fails to, comprehiend
his bounden duty to the Saviour who redeemed him,
who does not carefully and seriously consider what
lie or she has personally to do in exemplifying,
the grand underlying principle of the Saviour's life
in this world, which was benevolence personified.

I should like to give a practical turn to this
paper if 1 can, and perbapa you will pardon a hint
Qr two M1 thî? direction from onie who bas lhad.


