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OOELLNLNG MINISTERIAL R.E!TLESSNESS.

Those gentlemen who are charged with the duty of
finding supply for eligible vacancies tell us that thG
nuxnber of applications for a "hearing" is really as-
tounding. They tell us, too, that soine of these appli-
cations not unfrequently corne fri n uinisters that no
one would suppose had any desire to move. Ye-ars ago
we ascartained the number of "lhearings" that were
arranged for i three vacancies. They wure net spe-
cially desirable as fields of labor. The record of tvo,
of the congregatiens; might be classed as "fair to inid-
d]lng'" The third could scarcely'obe classed 8o highi.
The towns lu which, they were aituated could not be
described* as enterprising or progressive. One was
perhapB growlng a littie, but very littie; the second
had not grewn for years, and the third was going back.
And yet there were, betweeu forty and fifty "'hearinga"
arranged for in each of these vacancies! LI one of
them-the poorest of the three-the xîumber was, if
we remember rightly, two or three over fifty. Lt should
bo rexnembered, ,however, that ail the ministers who,
preach, or even ask for a hearing, in a vacancy are not
candidates. A maxi may wish tu take a short holiday,
or viait friends iu the locality, or do any one of haif a
dozen things, and take a day in a vacancy, with a view
of meeting expenses. Friands li the vacancy may
wxsh te, heur him. He muy preaeh without the reniot-
est idea of candidating, or of accepting if culedë. 'Out
of fifty pîeacheri probably not, more thun thirty -are
candidates ixi the strict sense of the word. Lt is a gross
injustice te assume that every nimnister who, for one
reason or unother, preaches i a vacant congregation 18
burning for a cafl, or would acrept one if hie got it.
Congregations have found eut before now that such lu
the faet.

Making ail due a!-lowance, however, for sucli cases,
it mut bo admitted that there is a good deal of mixis-
tonial restiessuess. A considerable number of brethrexi
actually do want te move. Lot this be assumed.

Lt la -.bout time we had mxade a point. rj£he point we
wish te, make lu that the resns for the reatiessneBs
are in nxsny cases entirely creditable te the minister. Lt
hua become cruelly commoun to assume that if a mnis-
ter wishes te change his field of labor the wish lu pro-
sumptive evideuce of indolence, incapacity, unfaithful-
ness, or soine cUrer bad thing. The assuiniption is, iu
many cases, ux-generous, unjust axid as th-oroug-,hly
false as anythiug old Satan e er suggested. Were al
the facts know'r it woi.-ld be found that i nany cases
-.ho maxi should be honored rasixer than condonsned for
doairing a change. There la quito as nxuch nensense
talked about long pasterates as about any other eccles-
iastical topic. Why sboula any mnister claies credit
for a long pazroïate if le hia tried a Jozen times tu got
a eall and failedi He tried lard enough te inalke it
short, but couldn't. Ln some, cases a long pastorate
proves the very bighest inisterial attuiuiments r lu
others it provos that, the minister has marvellous stay-
ing power, and the people mnarveleous patience. Before
any minister lu condcmrnod for sceking a chang~e, or
any oxie canonized for neyer nxaking a change, ail the
facts abould ho lLnown. The reasens that lead theoe
te seck a change may ho quite as praisewvorthy as the
vesons that kep the other from makiug a change.

Now, let us mention somo of thc rossons that lead

good nmen te desire a change, and sec if they are neot in
the highest degreo creditable.

Elore la a brother who lives twenty miles eut in the
county-porhaps fifty. Ho has a family growing up)
around hlm for whose education ho is responsible. Al
the gilod maxi eau give tli as a stant lu life is a fair
education. They have learned ail they can learu in
the country achool. 'Their father has ne monoy tu puy
their board in the neigliboring tewn or city. NTow
what la the nman to, do? La thera unything more natur-
ai or more proper than that he should seek a position
where he can iAducate hia chiîdren? Ougît hie net te
be houored for se doing,? His chief reason for aeekiug
a change ia cxitirely creditable te, him as a Christian, as
a parent, as a citizen, as a -mait. The (Jhurch anid the
country will be ail the richer and butter for having
those manse children well-educated, aa thieir father
should be commnended for trying to give thom ail lie
cun give tlenx-a fair edlucatien, as a start, lu Lhls
wonld.

Lt is very easy for toiwn sud city miniatera, some of
whom perhaps don't preacli as weil as the rural brother,
te talk about ndnisterial restiessness, wvhen their own
childrexi are within easy reach of sehools, colleges and
good situations. A man who would net, feel restiess
if lis children are xiet getting a fuir start lu life is unfit
for a minister of thse Gospel.

Flore is an unfortunute minister sottled over a imnall
congregation that le pracdicafly under the contre! of
eue mn. Lot us call the maxi Smnith. Smith is a
course, purse-proud, ignorant little tyrant. Hie hua al
tise bud qualities of a little pope, without any of the
good eues. The mînister lu net long in lis charge un-
til ho finds that ho mnut obey Smsith. Hoe thought hie
was thse servant of Christ and thse Church, but for al
practicul purposea ho is thse servant of Smith. Hie ivus
educated, liceused and ordained te preach thse Gospel,
but ho now finds tIsat lis principal businesd is to do
what Smith ordors. Cax i uybody blame that minister
for desiring a change? Lt is quite easy te say thut lie
should stand lis ground, and that the people will
stand by him. Thse people whose naines are li Smith's.
ledger, or ou whose preperty Smith ha mortgages,
may net stand by hlmi te ay great extent; if they do,
some of thin wii stand very quietly. They will pro-
bably do the principal part of their standing after tise
miniater las gene. Soma of the people-a majerity of
them perhaps-muy want pouce, peace ut any pnice,
ana as pouce eau only ho obtained by ailowmg Smith
te have lis own wvay, Smith must trlumph. Lf that
minisater werc your son, or soxi-in-luw, could you blame
him fer wishing te, move?

And here la assother unfortunate brother, who, h.s
te coxitend agalust a "'ring" in his congregation. They
oppose hlm in every way,bolittle hIs, efforts te, do good,
try te, turn the people against hlm, persuade thse people
tu witlold theïr subseniptions, and use ail the devilisis
arts known to such cliques te hinder thoir pastor in
his work,. Ho coula figît the -World, the flesh uand thse
thse devil bravely enough in the ordinury way; but
when the devii takes, thse forin of mon who have sat
down ut thse communion table wlth hlm, or, possibly
indeed, served tise communion table witî him, tise
conditions of warfate are change '1. Tise pustor becomea
discouraged and disheartened, The mai who aboula
help-some of whomn perisapa took ordination vows te


