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MONTAZUNMAS DAUGUTER,

A correspondent gends from the
City of Moxico a trauslation of an
articlo in The Mexican Daily Il Tiempo,
which explains iteelf —

The most innocent oreatures aro
oceasionally the cause of tho bitterest
digputes.  Such is the cago with the
inoffenaive mummies in our Nationnl
Museum, Their origin is being dis
cussed just now away on thoe banke of
the Thames, ns may bo scen from the
following two letters, copies of which
wa owo to the kinduess of their au-
thors —

Mexican Seminary, Feb. 14, 1804,
Sr. Don Joso Agreda, Labrarion of the
National Maseum @

DPear Sir,--A novel by Mr. Rider
Haggard, with the titlo ** Montazuma's
Danghter,” has been published recont
ly in London, and in it much capital
lins been made of the alleged entomb-
ing of nuns alive. ‘The author, in
justification of his bold assertion,
mukes tho following marginal note :—

*In tho museum at Mexico X my-
gelf saw tha dried.up body of 8 young
woman which had been found buried
in the wall of a convent. By the sido
of this body is that of a child. Ofthe
kind of death which befell this unfort-
unate thero can be no doubt, since,
aside from other proofs, we can still
seo distinctly the traces of the rope
that fastened hor limbs when alive.”

The above observations by Mr,
Haggard have given rise to a hot con-
troveray in the London press, in
the course of which the novehst has
publisbed the following particu-
larg: — (1) That 1t was in tha
walls of a nunnery of tius city that
the remains in question wera found
entombed ; (2) that the traces of the
rope, intrinsic proof of the buriul alive,
are o the ankles : (8) that besides the
remawns of the above young woman,
those of another, without a child, are
to be scen 1 the museum of Mexico,
and this ope, too, had been buried
alive 1 a convent. As you will un-
derstand, Sr. Agreda, tlus matter of
the burial of nuns ahive 18 of great
interest for the nstory of Mesico, and
if in the museum exist the authentic
proofs winch are cited the matter
would be defimtely solved. Accord-
ingly I hope you will kindly let me
know :—

1a) If there 15 any printed catrlogue,
for public use, of the cbjects kept in
the museum.

{b) What 18 known of the ongin of
these mumnnes, and, in particular, of
they show traces of roges having been
fastened them.

Thanking you in anticipation of
your kindness, Manuel Sole.

National Museum, Feb. 28, 1894.
Sr. Prof. Manuel Sole :

Dear Swr,—Thanking you for the
degire you express for exact particulars
regarding certain mummies that are
kept 1n one of the departments of the
establishment, 1 beg, as Librarian,
and with the authorizauion of the
Durector, to submt the following :—

In the National Museum thereisno
printed catalogue for the public, as
tho one which was made in 1882, of
only the collections of natural history
and archrology, was complately ex-
hausted, and in the whole establigh-
ment there remamn only such lists as
are to bo met with in vol. 2 of the
Museum Annals, and in these the
mummies do not appear. Two or
more catalogues have been made by
foreigners, but without aid from any
of the employees of the estabhishment,
and without the sanction of the Direc-
tor. Consequently, as they were made
by persons probably unskilled and
without the information relating to
the objects, they deserve no confi-
dence.

There are four mummies in the
National Museum, and they are on
view in the anthropologizal scction.
Two are of adults and two are of chil
dren. Of the two firsy, unie 18 that of
a woman. It was taken trom one of

the tombs of the burial vaulp (panthe-
on\ of Nuestra Sonora delos Angeles,
and the chaplain said it was tho body
of Sra. . Luz Urbina, a person whom
he had known and mnnistered to. It
has long hair, whizh shows that tho
lady was not n nun, but a secular,
ginco tho nung did not wear their hair
long, but alwaya had it cut very short.
On the ankles there are traces of
bands, but there is nothing exteaordi
nary in this, siner with somo bodies
they fasten the fvet togother and also
the arms. I myself have ofton seen
it done. It hias over its hiend a ened
whioh runs ‘—'* Human body mum.
mified nnturally; Pantheon of Los
Angoles, Mexico.”

The other largo mnmm{ is that of
a man. Ilis namoe is not kuown, and
it is belioved he wag taken from the
same burial vaults, or from those of
Campo Florido, or from thoso of San
Diego. ‘Tho rard wlnch is suspended

over him reads:
s {luman body mumnnfe) naturally, Meaico,

The two cluldren muinmies have
no relation whatever to the larger
ones. They were taken from different
tombs 1n the vaults uand brought to
tho tombs at different times, aud if
they were placed in tho same cases as
tho larger ones, it was because there
was no other convenment placo for
them.

As regards the burying alive, I may
say that 1n tlus country such a pun-.
1shment was never emnployed, either
by the inqusition, the regular clergy
or the nuns. In the convents of both
sexes wero colls, so arranged as in no
way to injure the health of the persons
confined in them They had light
more than suflicient for reading,
writing and performning the ctanonical
service, o bed 1 which to sleep, a
table for meals, writing, ete. On
hioly days permissiun wae given to go

out and attend Mass, and also, on the |

special saint's day of the convent, and
on the others of the order, to take
part with the reot in the solemn
services.

In the beginuing of the year 18¢1
great outery was made in this city
over some munmies that Lad been
found in the Convent of Santo Do-
mingo. Lvery effort was wado tu
prove that they wei. victims of the
monks or of the inyuisition, and a
foreigner named Camp bought sume
from the Governtuent and tuvh them
out of the cuuntry, with a view of
speculating on them in connection
with these false ideas.  The munmics
were those of mouks who had died in
the convent, as thuir clothes, shaven
crown, etc., showed, they had been
so well preserved because the tombs
were very dry.  They were not found
in the wails, but » the burial pit of
the convent, where I myself had seen
tlem saveral times previvusly,

Bome five or s1x years age & mummy
was exbibited in the Uiuted Siates,
which was said to be that of P. Nicolas
de Segnra, a victim of the ivquisition
of Mexico. Tuis priest, Provost of
the Jesmt College, did there on
March 8, 1743, at the hands of a lay-
man of the same comtunity, named
Villaseror, as may be gathered from
the veport of thejudicial trial which fol-
lowed, and which report I have in my
posgession. He had ncver been pun
ished by the inquisitioxn, never having
given occasion. Iis body, mummificd
paturaliy, on account of the dryness
of the place, has always been kept
and still is in the same tomb in which
it was placed since the above date. I
myself in company with two other
persons saw it only two or three years
ago.

81 trust the above will be sufficient
for the good purpose you havo in view.
Ever at your service,

Josk Mania bE AGREDA
of Snachez.

Sr. P. Sole did well in consulting
Sr. Agreda as to the origin of the
mummies preserved in our National
Museum. It would be difficult to find
a more learned and authoritative anti-
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quarion in ecolosinatical mattors, Itis
truo that at first sight tho suljeot
gearcoly desorves the troubloe of such
consultation, To whom amongst us
did it over ocour or whe has over said
that these mummics woro thoso of
nung burfed alive? DBut the stovy
has cireulated widely nbroad; and 1t
was necessary to contradiot it, with
full and authoritativo testimony. We
know well who is the author of these
and other falschoods. 1o isa roverend
living here in Moxico, whom we hope,
God willing, to exposu to the oxtreme
of ridicule. This gentleman must
know that truth cannot bo outraged
with impunity, and that in its defonco
we shall rally now and always, as
Catholics and Moxicans.—Globe.

Called by the Dead.

A peculinrincident in tho lifo of Rev.
Thomas J. Basry, rector of St. Ann's
Catholic church, has been brought to
mind through the atory published re-
cently of the death in \Washington of
Father Walters, says a Philadelphia
exchango. The ovent referred to oc-
curred when Father Buarry was rector
of the Church of Our Lady of Visita.
tion, at Lehigh avenuo and Leamy
street.

Onestormy night after Father Barry
had retired he was awakened by his
houseckeoper, who said sho had heard
the bell in the sanctuary ringing. Ho
told her she must have been dreawing,
but sho stoutly denied this and bade
him liston. Suroe enough, thoy soon
heard the boll ring, as if Ly a peraon in
grent hasto. Father Burry, howaver,
thought there wero burglars in the
church, and, 3reesing hastily, ho took a
light and boldly entered the building,

\Vhat was bis surprise to see kneeling
before the altar two small, poorlyclad-
children, their faces wot with tears, who
scomed to bave beon praying. When
| atked what thoy wero doing there at

such an upearthly bour, they replied

that their father was dying in tho Epis
l‘copal hospital, and that they hud coma
for the father to administer the last
| 8acrament.
1  Futher Barry took the fatber’s name
| and weot in haste to the hospital,
When he cxplained his errand the
superintendent expressed great sur
prise. He said that there was a man
{ dying in the bospital by the name Fa.
ther Barry meationed, but thot uo one
| had been seat for the priest. Tho
| priest was taken to (he side of a cot on
| which lay & man with a wan, wasted
face.

** \Who are you §" demanded the man
| in & weak voice, as the pricst approach-
| ed him.

“Iom a priest. Did you not gend

for me a fe¥ moments ago 1"

{ * You ara mistaken,” the man whis-
| pered; “ I did not send for you—I
{ bave no one to send—I am ali alono
| 1 tho world —I am dying.”

That is stronge,” replicd the priest,
| “for I found two children in the church.
| Teey had ruog the beil, and they told
* me that their fathor lay here dying and
| gave mo your name.”

“Ig1t possible?” gaspnd the man,
springing up in bed. ¢ Two children,
did you say? What did they look
liko ¥

Their appearanco wos described in a
few worde, and as the man listened his
head dropped upon his bosom. Tears
poured down his eyes, and he tried to
apeak. At last, with a great effort, bo
cried :

* They were my children—the child-
ren I buried—come back from heaven
to help save my soul.” Wiih this he
fell back dead.

1f you destre n boauti{ul complexion, abso
lutely freo from pimples and blotches, purify
your blood by tho use of Ayer's Saranparilla.
Romovo tho causo of theec disfigurements
and tho okin will tako care of itself, Bo
sure yoa got Ayer's Sarsaparilla.

Remember, O man, to what a dignity tho
Lord raiscd thee when He croated theo—thy

body to the tmago of His Divine Son, and
thy soul to His uwn likeneas.

—

Things We Owo to Cathollcs.

Our Cathedrals, and tho kuowledge
how to reatore theso buildings to their
pristine aplendor whon not architeoture
ouly, but sculpture and painting also,
lavished their wondrous skill upon the
houses of God; wo mny alio owe to
them, if wo will, the devoted hoats of
worapippers, who ought to bo conatontly
aeen in them, rich aud poor, nobles and
Inborers, indiscriminatoly wmingled to-
guthor, all touchingly acknowledging o
common origin nnd end,

‘The cultivation of the love of music
among tho proplo by familiarizing them
with it throngh all the services, procos-
sions nod festivals of tho Church; and
o thoin wo owo n hetter state of feol.
iug than that which has aften allowod
the musical performance of our Cathe-
dral choir to bo mutilated on the
paltricst ground.

Our dramn, which spruag ont of the
early Oburch myatorics, would not
bo amisa if wo were to owo to thom o
somowhat loftivr notion than at present
prevails of tho objects that theatrical
representation should aim at,

The rovival of learning, and in agreat
degron our grammar schools, and to
thom we may owe tho multitudes of
students that cught to be able to flock
them, a8 of o'd, whon Oxford University
alono is said to have bad its 30,000
scholars,

Many a noble work of charity that
still hero and ihera stud tho couutry
over, tho relics morely of a scheme of
benevslence, varivaled for magnificence
and comp’eteness, and te them, again
wo tnay owo the right principles of deal-
ing with the poor—principles which
can make a bad system to some extent
good, but the absence of which mnust
leave the best system worthless;in a
word, wo owe, or nay owo to them, a
sympathy with tho poor that must ex-
hibit itsedf in practical efforts for them.

Lastly, wo owe to them anunending
dcbt of gratitudo for their services in
the cause of literaturo aud science. For
ages who but the mookaand friars wero
tho literary and scientific laborers of
England 1—its poets, iis bistorians, its
hotanists, its physicians, its educators$
Where, but in the hibraries of tho mon-
ast~ries, were the collections of the
accumulated wisdom ofnges to be found
each day by holding additions to the
store, through the labors of tho scribes
of the Scniptoniuin, And when at last
printing came to revolulionizetheentire
world of knowledge, who but the monks
themselves of Westminster and St.
Aiban’s was it that welcomed the new
and glorivus thing in the most cordial
spirit, providing at once for tho art
and its disciples 8 home,—Sucred Feart
Recicie,

A duspatch from Bambay says that
tho daubing of trecs is extonding. Cases
of this peculiar marking which caused
considerablo apprehension in India and
in England, somo people going 8o far
a8 te say that it foroboded snother
mutioy in Indis, have bLeen reported
from South Bebar and Allababad. The
trea marking in someplaceshas assumed
the form of a piece of bark cut out of
the tree.

A Max Mang Harey.—GESTLESIEN —For
fivo years 1 had licen a great aufferer with
Dyspepsia ; the pain in tho pit of my stomach
was almost unbearable and life only reemed
a drag to me. When I would go to sleop I
would have horriblo dreams, and my lifo
became very miserable, as there was no reat
neither day or night, But with the uso of
only two bottles of Northrop & Lyman's
VEGETARLE Discovkry this unhappy atata
has all boen changed and I am a well man,
1 can assuro you, my case was a bad ono,
and I acnd you this that it may bo the moans
of convicoing others of the wonderfal cura.
tivo qualitics_posscased by this medicire,
that aro specially adapted for tho care of
Dyapepsia A lady cus smer of mino had
tho Dyspepsia very bad ; eho could scarcely
cat anything, and was troubled with pains
aimilar to those 1 autfered with; and sko
cared hersolf with two bnttles of Northrop
& Lyman's VearranLr DiscoveEry, 1 wish
Yon suocess with your medicine, as Xam ful-
y convinced that it will do all you claim
forit. Signed, MELVILLE B. Marsi,

Abercorn, P. Q Genoral Merchaut,
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