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opening of a work which I had at that time the idea of publishing

W. J. R. HARGRAVE, Editor. ’
‘ in book-form, but the substance of which I now hope to communi-
I
i
!

Editorial Contridutors: cato to Canadian Frecthinkers through the FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL.

fl.n.f. SE;ADZ:\‘.“?[?:‘DEH\\' 00D, ' ;\‘:‘;::;.Ali.\l:nhn;::&(}omnn. Tho passago in qu’o.stiou. i:s s0 curiously iustructi.\'e tha't I

M=s. ELyiva D. SLESKER. | Ick Evass. .rcpu?duco it here. ‘A Chr.xsnan of the 5th cexlltlfry with a Bible

Wi McDoxsett, Author of R. B. BriLasn. is neither botter nor worso situated then a Christiin of the 19th

““Exeter Hall, Heathens of ! L1. Cur. G. W. GriFFiths. century with & Bible, candor and natural acuteness being, of course,

: the Heath's, &c.” W. B. CooxE. supposed equal. It matters not at all that the compass, printing,

g Avies Pusoie. : gunpowder, steam, gas, vaccination, and a thousand other disco-

= verios which wore unknown to the 5th contygy, are familiar to the
THE MOSAIC COSMOGONY. 19th.” _

It is here to be secen how complotely even so largo & mind as

BY G. W, GRIFFITUS. Macaulay’s, peculiarly direccod, moreover, into the broad paths of

whig liberalism, utterly failed to emancipate itself from theological
tradition. Ho accordirgly commits himsolf to the laconic aphorism
that * Divinity is not & progressive science.” Surely gonius
never committed itself to n more stupendous fallacy. Judicially
blinded by sacerdotalism, over tho great historian’s litorary acumen
failed to perceive what printing had already domns for the world,
and oven to appreciato tho influenco of gunpowder on ono of the
most mischiovous though one of the grandest poems the world has
produced—¢ Paradiso Lost."

To Mr. Gladstono has como tho * clear, dry light™ denied to
Macaulay. Listen to tho golden words in which, in his “ I{omer's
Placoin History,” ho enunciates a truth of ineffablo significance.

“Collateral knowledgo and tho growth of critical arts have
opened to us paths which wero closed at carlier dates to better
men.”

Tho proposition should take its placo :a men's minds as a
fuadamental toxt—a verse of “ proverldal philosophy " somewhat
in adsance of Tupper.  Ics apparent simplicity may casily cause
its vast significance to cseapo tho soperficial thinker, snd it is
precisely in ignoring the considerations involved in it, that tho
orthodox manifest their inability to grasp and turn to good
account, the tendencies of tho advanced thought which distinguishes
tho day.

I havo mado the foregoing remarks more in the hopo that they
may mcot the oyes of some who may bo halting undecided

There appeared during last year in Mclillan's Magazine an |
article entitled “ tho Hopes of Theology.” It s, in fact, a valedie- i
tory addrss to tho students of St. Androws by Dean Stanloy. |
In enumerating his salient points, tho Dean says :—¢ First, thero |
is tho essentinlly progressivo clement in rehgon itself.” Ho con-
g tinues a8 follows :—* Lord 3ncaulay, in lis celebrated essay on |
| Von Ranke's History of the Popes, maintains with a rich exube- |

rance of logic aud rhetorie, that « the differenco between theology
and all other scionees i3 in this respoct—that what it was in tho ,
days of the patriarch Job, such it must bo in tho 19th century, 4
and to the end of time.” The Dean then proceeds, to lus anfinite |
eredit, to enlarge on tho fallacy of Macaulay s dictum. i
Iu the series of articles which I projose to placo beforo tho '
readers of the “ FreeTiotont Joursat,” 1 shall set but listlo
storo by any originality of thought which I inay possibly
possess (sooth to say, it is but little) My aim is truth,
net the gratification of any persunal vanits.  Wheterer, therefore, I
¥ find that truth expressad, for mo and for others, in tho woighticr |
words of abler men, T rejoico to place it befuro truth seckers in |
their pregnant and glowing sci tences, rather than in my own i
fochler words ANl T ~laim is an intense appreciation, a largo I
infuition for, and a j» wer of assinilation of truth, wheresover I
find it written or uttered.  But T cannot resist tho temptation of
saying that, about & year before the Dean of Westminster's address
R appoared, T bad myself sclected tho self-xamo passago for tho




