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.\ noble lady told me herself,” says Whit-
field in one of his sermons, « that when she was
crying on uccount of one of her children’s death,
her little daughter came innocently to lier one
day, and said, ¢ Mawzon, is God Alniighty dead,
you cry so?’ The ludy, blushing, suid -No®
She replied, * Mamma, will you lend me your
glove?” She let ber taheit, and, after that, asked
her for it aguin: upon which the child ssid,
« Now you have taken the glove from me, shall 1
cry because you have taken away your own
glove? Aud shall you cry because God has taken
away my gister 7 Qut of the mouths of babes
God has perfected praise.””—(Sermon )xv.)

—-

A Birthday—What should it be made?

—A day of thanksgiving to the Author and
Giver of life—For our being—for the raunk we
occupy in the scale of creation—for the country
and famity in which we were brought forth—
for our civil and religious advantages—and for
our preservation through so many perils—and
when wo many have been cut off.

—A day of humiliation—That we were shapen
in fniquity, and in sin did our mother conceive
us—that we went astray from the womb—that
our trangressions arc innumerable, and our
trespass is gone up into the vary heavens—and
that we have not improved 2s we ought to have
done any of our privileges—I do 1ememba
my faults this day.”’

—A day of reflection—That as there is a time
to be born, so there isa time to Jie—that so
wuch of Jife is already passald away as a shadow
—that when a few years are come, we shall go
the way whence we shail not return—that our
continuance here is as uncertain as it 13 short—
that we may never sce this day again—aund if
we dv not, wlgrc shall we Le when it returng?

—A day of prayer—That wo may s0 number
our days as to apply our hearts uato wisdom—
that we may obtain pardoning mercy and renew-
ing grace—that we may he prepared for all the
dutics and trials that ie before us—that whether
we live we may live unto the Lord, or whether
we dic we may dic unto the Lord, su that lining
and dying we may be the Lord's

Happy they who without complaining of their
lat, or being umpatient W be goue, yet know the
day of their deuth is better then the day of their
birth. Though for them to live is Christ, io dic
is gain. Every returning birthiday tells them,
¢ So much neaver your heavenly home.”’

But how dreadful the state of those who know
—and if they consider they must, know—that
every year advances them so much away from
all they love, and Lrings them s0 much nearer o
world in which, as they have no hope, so after
which, they can have no desire. If conscicnce
be not stupified, and all thought banished by
company and gaicty—a hirthday to them is far
from enviable.  Vorses may be written; ad-
dresses msy be received; smiles nmzy be put on;
but even in laughter the heart is sorrowful, and
the cnd of that mirth is heaviness,

What a difference in the two following refer-
ences to the birth of the indiv;duals:—
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abounds with victimg. It is a vast field of cur- |
aage and contagion. Livery species is without|
pity pursued and torn to picces through thc‘
earth, and air, and water. Iu man there is

transient moments of his existence in diffusing
the miserics which he suffers; in cutting the
throats of his fellow-creatures for pay:in cheat-
ing and being cheated; in robbing and being
robbed; in serving, that he might command ;
and in repenting of all he does. The bulk of
mankind arc nothing more than a crowd of
wretches equally criminal and unfortunate; and
the globe contains rather carcasses than men.
I tremble at the review of this dreadful picture
to find that it contains a complaint against
Providence itself; and wisn I mav NkveR peex
o1y’

Now let us hear the language of the cxecllent
Hallyburton, whodied as he lived, full of con-
fulence in God:—<I shall shortly gets very
different sightof God from what Thave ever had,
and shall be made meet to praisc Him for cver
and cver. Oh! the thoughis of an incarnate
Deity are sweet and ravishing. Oh!low I won-
der at myself, that I do not love Him more, and
that I do not admire Him more! Whata wonder
that T enjoy such composure under all my Lodily
pains, and in the view of death itsclf! Whata
a mercy that, having the use of my reason, Ican
declare His goodness to my soul.  Ilong for His
salvation; Tbless His name [ have found Him,
and die rejoicing in Him.  Oh* blessed be God
that I was sorx! Oh' that I was where He is.
[ havea father and mother, and ten bhrothers
and sistersin heaven, and I shall be the elesenth
Uh! there is @ telling in this Frovidence, and I
shall be telling it for cver! Ifthere be such 2
glory in His conduct towards me now, what will
it be to sce the Lamb in the midst of the throne?
Blessed be God that—evER I was nonx.”*— Juy.
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Importance of Religious Education.

There cannot be a doubt that much of
our prosperity and happiness, both indi-
vidually and nationally, depends on the
extent and depth of our picty. If we
had the opportunity of witnessing the
cffects upon a people’s temporal condition
of two different modes of treatment, edu-
cation apart from rcligion, and religion
scparate from cducation, we would gain
a most impressive lesson of the incalcula-
ble value of r.ligion even in promoting
their temporal welfave. Tor, whatever

the dissuasive influence from crime and

10

he suffers various evily, and is at last devoured ¢ X W \
by worms. 'This knowledge is his futal preroga- O0 to 1ts 1\181}01‘ bl(:ssmgs, those fined
tive; other animals have it not, Ie spends the VICWS and hil'bltfj .“'hldl can scarcely ful
to render individuals prosperous and

Jjoyments of the next.
\ . . -
being, made to live a season in ths

“Who,” a8 Voltaire, ““ can without horror,!grosser vice of those refined ideas whick
consider the whole world as the empire of de-/in general accompany augmented know-
struction? It abounds with wonders; it alse ledge, yct undoubtedly it may occur that,
under the opposing influence of socisl
misery, increased intelligence may only
furnish to the vicious and the crimingl
increased facilities for evil.
more wretchedness than in all the other animals] wider and  more penctrftting il\ﬂm“}“‘
put together. e loves life, and yet he knows cxertc:d by religious princzplc: controlling
that he must die. If he enjoys o transient good, |conscicnce rather than refining taste, i

But  the

scldom felt without conferring, in addit-

states secure.

Applying to the regulation of their
daily conduct towards themsclves and
towards z~eiety the same high sanctions
which control them in their loftier rck.
tions, christian men become, almost in.
variably temperate, industrious and pro-
vident, as part of their religious duty;
and christian citizens acquire respect for
human laws from having learnt to reve.
rence those which are divine.  The his.
tory of men and states shows nothing
more conspicuously than this—that, i
proportion as a purc and practical religion
is acknowledged and pursued, are indi.
viduals materially prosperous, and nations
orderly and free. It is thus that religion
bas the promise of the life that now is,as
well as of that which is to come.

If then, the question was asked.
“What is the great cnd of education®”
we reply, “the formation of character.”
This affects not simply the individual
and the family, but all classes and reh.
tions in society. A child is committed
to the hands of its teacher, that he mas
train it s as best to subserve the desim
of its existence.  His duty is to train it
in the manncer best caleulated to prepar
it for the duties of this life and the o
It is a mort!

world, and therefore to be cultivated for
its business; but it is al<o an immorta
being, made to live beyond the grave, and
therefore to be prepared for another and
a higher state of existence. The cduc
tion best atdapted for the one is so alo
for the other. There are no jurring in
terests betweer time and ecternity. He
who trains best for the one does <o fic
both. This, and this only is education
And, werce its design thus kept contine:
ally before the minds of those engage
in it, how would it both direct and stims-
late them. It would teach them howto
educate, and urge them to task all ther
powers to the work. It would dissipatt °
the wild and wicked theories that hast
usurped the name of education, and caust
the teacher to train his pupils for the
sober realities of time and cternity. I
the language of an cloguent writer “Th
world is wrong side up in this mattera
cducation, when it administers its ow:
medicines only, its own beggarly ¢



