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LESSON I. APRIL 2, 1876.
Tue ASCENDING LORD. Aces 1 : 112,
[a.p.33]

1. The former treause is no doubt the Gos-
pel accord.ng to Luke, which is addressed ¢o tho
same person, written in the same siyle, and
exacily corresponds to this description. “Fur-
mer trantise” might be more exactly rondered
‘first bouk or discourse.”

2. Uatil the day. The ascension was proper-
ly the terminativn of the gospel narrative,
Luke had rocorded this event (Luke 28: 50, 51)
end Mwrk also (Mark 16 19, though neither of
them had besn ar eys-wituess of it. Matthew
and John, alshough they bad boen witnesses of
9, do not recordit, whlis they wss language
wkich implies it.

3. Ho shewed himseif.—The resarrsction
of Jecus was the great fact, on whaich the truth
of the ganpel was to by established. Heuee the
sacred writers 8o often refor to it, and establich
it by 80 many srzumenis. Ae that truth Isy at
the fonudstiou of all that Luke was abuut 1o re-
eord in his history, it was of 1mp rrigace that he
should siate clearly the sum of the evidence of
it 1n the beginnirg of his work.

4. Being azsomb'ed together,—The ressons
appear to be (1) Because of dhe prophecy (Is.
2.2, (2) Bocauee there would ba the greatest
asssmbly ef persons to witness th's great mir-
acle sud to be worked upon by it. (3) Because
it was mest fit that this grast work of Christ's
power should bo theredisplayed where had besn
his greatest humilistion ; that those who were
not convinced by the ressurrection might be
convinced by tkis miraculous gift of the Hely

Ghost.
5 Christ ropeated this uuto his apostles out

of John's own words : *John was sent to bap-
tize witu wator ;" be fulfilled Lis function as it
bocatne <he servant of God.

6. At this time restore the kingdom.—Their
toquiry indicates an established faith in him as
tho Mesasiah, but betreys at the same time an
oxpectation that his kingdora would be to some
exwont a temporal one, that it would fres the
nation {rom their depsndenes on the Romang,
and restoro to them thair sncient prosperity and
power.

7. And ho said, ete.—God bas uniformly re-
proved a vaiu curiosity vn such peints. (i Thes.
5:3,2. 2 Pot. 8:10. Luke 12: 89,40)

8. Power.—Thuse high spiritual endow-
ments nesvsanry 10 the discharge of their apos-
tolic office, incledivg a perfect kunowledge of
Christisnity, zoal and persoverance in the pro-
pagaiion, and unshaken couvsiancy in the pro-
fession ofit.

9. The ascersion of our Lerd is mow re-
corded more in dewdis than in Goepel varrative
by Luke. The ascension itself is just what we
mighs expect from kigs resurrecuon; for he
weuld scarcely bave been miratulously raiesd
from the doad, except to ascend bodily.

10. 'Lhey werogazing earnestly toward kes-
ven, whils He was depertivg thither—Tke cliud
gesmus tobave conninued visible jor s time.
They wors full of amazewent. aud u& the term
aiguifies, they were earnvstly looking up with
fixed atientivn su that thers was every evidence
of the muraculvus fact. MHedid notascend while
they were ssleop, or gazing slewhere. They
may even Lave continned gazivg after he bhad
passed out of view,

21. Wby siand ye?—Thers might have
besn an impropriety in their earnnst dosire for
ths mere bodily preseuce of the Lord Jesus,
when it was moreimportaut that it shoula bein
heaven. We may see here also that it is oar
duty nut to stand in idleneuess, and t0 gaze
oven towards heaver. Wo as weoll s8 the
apostles Lave a great work to do, nd we should
sctively ongege in it without deluy.

LESSON II. APRIL 9, 1876.
Tae Daxy oF PexTscosT. Acts 2: 1-11.

(A. . 33.)

1. AlL Thisincludos such #s mny have as-
gemlled, besides the c1e bundred 2nd twenty,
and doubtless there were wany Christizn dis-
ciples who had cume totho foast.

2. It wes when thisfirst day of Pentecest
was fally come that the xpostles (and probably
thedisciples) were asssmb ed at their usual
meetipg plxce, when the soundfrom hoeaven os
of a migbty wind, filled all the house wuure
they wore sitling.

3. And thero appeared upen them tengues
distributed, smong thein, and one st upon oach
of thom.—80 most of the later critics 38 woll ag
soms of the older. Aocording to this view the



