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thought %%aq not abqent from, the mind8 of
the leaders in the movement, that the unîted
force of the non-establishiec Churches wotid
he broughit to hear with three-fold intensity
against tic Estalimre nt. Ought we, aus
friîends of the Chureli of Seotlarid, to moura
thuit he effort ta forrn such a combinntion
bas been quashied P For it holds true hure
alsa that inil.sivenes in ane dire-tion means
e:tclusiveness in another. At the saine turne,
there -s soniething grand in the idea of a
strongy and viiited 1-resbyteranisri for ai
Scotland, and if the failure of this attempt
at what would after ail be but haif a union
thould pave the way for a1'arger and
more coniprehiensive union of both Establish-
cd and non-establishied Chiurches-or of the
maderate mien in bath-on a broad national
basis, there are not a few hearts in thse Clhurch
of Scotland that would kindie with a new
joy and enthusia5m. Is it only a fond dreani
that such a result may yet coînc about? Is
it impossible to have a National Church on
such a basis as to include ail the Christians
in the nation-ail, that ii;. but the excessive-
ly hard-headed who would flot feel that they
belonged to the IlChurch Militant" unless
they were I)is.senters?

The Presbyterians of the United States
have also been manifesting tendtncies to
union, but I amn not particularly informed as
to the stage which the negotiations hanve
reached. It is not improbable that the paliti:-
cal change which we have ourselves "under-
,,one during the past year May leadl to a dis
cussion of the question of union nmong al
the Preshvteriarîs of the D)ominion. Thiere
is no doubt that the Cnurch of Scotland
vould look upon such a union with a friend-
ly eye. There is no doubt, also, that if a
really harmonious union were accomplished,
many benefits would result. Are the diffi-
culties insurmountable? Would uhe possible,
evil outweig.h the probable good af an effort
in bring about such a consumamation? Must
the quatrrels of Christian men-and especi-
Illlv those af Christian niinisters-aways be
the hardest ta make up? Must the divi-
sions amiong Presbyteriansr ernaina source of
needless vexation ta thernselves and an inex-
plicable mystery ta outsiders?

Whatevcr may corne of union-and even
these who desire it mo.qt ardentiy cannot
expect it ta be accomplished without much
wisdom and much forbearance-our prescrnt
duty is plain. Let us work ývigorously, un-
itedly, prayerfully, ministers and people, to
malte our own Chiuroh what it ought tai be,
ta get rid of indiffierence and inactivity, ta
cherish a inissianary spirit, ta malte the very
buat use of the machinery which we possess
for the removing of heathenisn nbrc a 1 and
the more terrible heatheaisai which grows
and flourishes at aur very doors under Chris-
tian institutions. Sa let us begin' aur year -
watching, waiting, working. Let tis bumbly

goour part to'wards iking the stirrin-0

%vords of the Poet Laureate applicable to the
belis îvhich rang out on the ésuent niidnigl.t
froin village steeple orcathedral towver as iLe
aId year wsdii

Ring ont the nid, ring in the neiv,
Rting, liai)py bcl*, acros-i Use suovw
The year is goiixr, let hit go.

Ring ont tie falsc, in.iii in ie truc.

Iting out the want, tire care. t1ke sili,
l'le fajtlîlesq culiness (J th.., tirnb;
Rling ont, ring out niy inutirnlul rh mes,

But ring the fuller iainstre-l in.

Ring in the valiant nin and fiee,
Tite larger heart, trie kinidier hund;
«Ring mit the darkrress af the lanid

Ring ia'the Christ that is to lie."
D. J. .

roterboro, Ontario, Jan 10th, 1SGS.
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DEAR 'MRI. EDITou1,-It may be interes!-
ing ta saine of your readtîrs, ta know what
we have been doing- for saine turne past at
our two mission stations of I>urtlan<l anil
Rothsay. 'riva i ears andI a lia] f bave elapsed
since these missions wexe estishlisiied bv the
Colonial Comimittee of aur Ciurch. Abhout
the beginnirig of Jurie, 18G5, r-'gtlrr servicr.s4
were be,,an tut bath stsiL.At Roihsav
we had a coinfartalhis, butle K*rk, cipab!e tuf
si-ating about 400) peop1e. '1'he iiurnber of
Pi esh> terians. hoiveyer, sas very stnall, anti
the Episca;malians, %ilo w,!ur ranch more nu-
mnerous, and had cntsibn-er s.rnt:thing te-

Jwardei the erectiîîn tif trie Church, more Irtr-
rian.y li.ag thrie insi* t i teX P-slrvc
quenîly edurvicte iiit taif t6e ?:eshit-
were beld alîernately lî iv the -tsb)teriaris
and Epsop1ar i rid ti' >1 %%te» waIs con-
tinugd tili the fullawiiiîg biinimer, nhlen tn-
entire field w.îs left in a<.r hirîils, and W.-
have cantinued, tu s.îpply ile Ruthsav puin.t
everv Sursdîy asorruiiîî di rii sommer et 11,
and ever% aiterriate Sund.ay az the saiie hour
durincg wirster. 'Vh,- nuit<sî; h-,rrniny and
gond c'iristian féeeling 1p;evatli; am<îng ail the
worshippers au. the litte R-)tlhsay Iiir.s.
Epicp~as 1'rd'iyteriaiis, Bapiiss. Nie-
thiadisîs, hi-h church andI l:'wv ehurch, F-re.es,
andI U. Preshuterians, fintI it pos'îie tnj!)rs
il-tir voic t', I b&lieve alsît iter hetarts, iin the
Psalms of Dasvid arîd iii the jîraya:rs riffered
in aur little Zi.on. Effoters hsave several turnes
been madIe by th c o1 . c:ergy to urecu. a
church for tlir.r -jtp!t:, Lut the tritre intelli-

qn, of ihe la.Wy have li:te ,s mliathy iuh the
proposul, aind -they haie slhrew-tneias enougus
ta IpFrccivec that the oniy hope of haviîig a
coagregat;on i4i a goud herutthy condition iis
in the utni*uol efloris tif eX Uith Protestante *n
the ne&,hlSurhiod. Tte liopJ!*an of R~oth-


