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(.ourse of their retriai. but lime did flot permit, and wc Icft themi
te visit mie of thc district courts, wbere a defendaîît wa.s bci,îg
t ried for'lareeny.

1F. A BusiNEssLIXE ATMOSPHERE.'

Agaiti wc -fouiîd three judges, the Crown proseentor. and
the reporter, and the saine arrangement as in the appel-late court.
The dcfendant was tcstifying in bis own behaif. Re stood dir-
ertly ini front of the preaiding judge, not ten feet distant front
hiiiî, and anmwered bis questions in a clear voice, without aiuv
aipparenlt hesitation. The judge seemed convers-'nt with the
case, for ihe p)ut questions rapidly, giving a fuy littie griuit
(if ;w;ec caifter everýv answer. Oceasiolslly one of tbî
assoeiatce: irote a suggestion and banded it to the pretideini.
iifl(1 onuce or twiee the defendant 's counsel asked the court lu

put a certain inquiry. 'rhe wholc proeeeding-and the mnnc
iiay bc said of thosc iii scvcral otbcî' courts 1 visited-was en]]-
ducted iii a quiet. colloquiai way. hIl cvcry instance 1 was ilil-

wîcsd~ith the simple businesslike atniospherc. The judges
wcre prioceeding without auY fuss; the counsel while respectful
iii iiiuunre -, rerevery direct and easy in speech, making Lut
few suggestions. alid the whoh. burdcu of condueting the tase
.'weiiied Io fali oni the pres'idiuug judgc. even sî~ sscae scldom
iliterfcu'ing.

Soiue of Ille Japaiîese Iawyers witli whouîî 1 have talked s,îv
ilaît tlîcv- feel duit vcuy oflen the court dors not elicit a.il the
tacts. aiid that our- systein of having witnesses questioned by
vouîîsel %vould bc bet 1er; but, on the other hand, somoe Iawyers
naintain that bctter reauits are realised by the systein wvhich
puts upon the court th- duty of getting at the truth, unaintain-
iaîg thlat lthe 'vitlie:es d4rc more apt to talk frankly to the court
thau to the lawycr for hle opposite side who is engaged, as they
think, in tryinlg to iake theem out liars. 0f cour-se, as 1 could
'iot unlderstand the lailuuge, 1 could oiy get a general imlpres-
sion derived froin ls seauning the faces and Ille lmnier of
Ille participants iii the triais. 1T, ail of thec ight or ten courta


