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Apart from. the oft-quoted definition of proximate cause,"
which exeludes as an intervening cause breaking the chain of
causation, anvthing set ini motion hy the wrongdoer himself, the
argument in the New York case is weli answered by an English
case,"1 which refers to it: "If the fear is proved to, have naturally
and directly produced physical effeets, so that the iii resuits of the
negligence which caused the fear are as measurable in damages
as the same resuits would he if thev arase front an actual impact,
whv should not an action for those damages lie just as well as
it lies where there bas been an actual impact?" And this justias
well might have been asked about grief as about fear, for, after
al], it is the mental disturbance dircctlv producîng the physical
effects which makes, or noi, the wrong actio-îable, in ather words

it is the shock and not the fcar or the grief, which is ineasurable
in damnages and, therefore, actionalile. fi seents, however, somie-
what pitiable ta sec -i Court delaring, th-.t shoek, which produccs

a miental disease. gives noa ground of action eau a sudden
impulse of feeling, flot itself actionable. is the arigin of the sback.

As wcll mnight it l'e said, that anc is not responsibit' for a gul-
shot wound berause fer detonation tlîat p)ropels the btullet there
is noa liabilit x. liiuman ft elings are as eloieas 1nowder and

soinetimes ju.sI as destructive, and thle wvîlftil wrong or îîegligence.
whîch sets t hei ini mot ion, sbou1ld Il(. <lenicil to Ile dealing wit h
an agnv it h no maore powver of valiiion thani ant inauîiniale and
destructive substance,. Shock is t he resulit of suldden emlution.
a thing that is wvholIv involîintary. and against wvhich), ini sonie
instances, not even prepiarat ion 1).% a vietîn whollY in.1v providc
For exaniple, if a9 pregnant wvonian is %varne(l t bat site is ta be
attacked, nuo sort of preparatu>n b)efo-rehandi( woul save lier froin

shock aïîd its c<nsequences, and if she is a passenger on a train,
fear of a wreck for liaurs I efore. :îius iii no wav I o iîrin lier against
shock. ( hn thle coit rary . uwelling uipon thst bings mnay but
increase lier suscept il lity to an înjiury iii thle 1,oînd, whliclî will
break down bier nerves andî m ake, a hast Iing iinpa.rient of bier
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