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tion of tbose who, in early times, passed
through the Inns, even actually practised,
or intended to practise, at the Bar. Ilnder
the Feudal System, a knoivledge of law was
of vital importance to the landowiiing clas-
ses. The Huindred Courts and the Courts
Baron were far from being mere registries
of real property or tribunals for the exac-
tion of mianorial riAlts. Thbey were inivested
with considerable civil and crimtinal juris-
diction. The lord of tbe mnanor prided him-
self upon bis civil mile as well as upon biis
martial prowess, thougb r we learii more from
history of the latter than of the former. It
was not oniy cadets, but the future heads
of noble bouses, wbo becamie studeiits of tbe
Commion Law. The wealthy lords of rnany
manors were comîelled to einploy stewards
to perform, at least, a part oif their judicial
functiojîs, and that a considerable amount
of legal learning was considered a necessary
qualifi cation fo r presiding vicariously ùver
the Fendal Courts, mnay be gatbered fromi
Chaucer's description of tbe Manciple of tbe
Temple :

"0f masters lîad be more tban tbrice ten
Tbat were of law expert and cui ious,
0f which tbere was a dozen in that bouse
Worthy to been stewards of rent and land
0f any lord that is in England. "

It is not necessary to suppose tbat many
of the aristocratic students of the 1nus went
througbi tbe formality of being " called " to
the Utter Bar. Most of them, probably,
contented themselves with such elementary
learning as could be acquired at the Inus of
Cbancery, witbout pmoceediîig to tbe Iiuis
of Court at aîl. it may be conjectured, that
the expressions "niien oif tbe ]am-," and
"the learned in tbe law," used iii tbe sta-

tutes of Edward the Tbird and Licbard flic
Second, wbielb have beeni quoted, were in-
tended to include aIl who had received tbeir
training at tbic London Iniis, wbetber actu-
ally called to the Bar or not. Justice Sbal-
low is represented by Sbakespeare as baving
been educated at Clemient's Inn, and it inay
be inferred tbat bie neyer proceeded to <ne
of tbe Lins of Court,' or lie would bave
bragged of it as bie did of bis doings at
Clemient's Inn. It is not unlikely tbat Lucy
of Charlecote, wbo sat for !Sbalw'ms portrait,
was bimiself an ex-student of Clemu ent's 1Ini),
or somne otber 111un of Cbancery, and selected
on that accounit as a imeinber of tbe Comn-
mission of the Peace. Thîe sUipposition, tlîat
the expressions "nlien of the law," and " the
learned in the law," mýiay receive tbe liberal
interpretation biere assigiled tt> tbemi, and

*that memibership of an Inni of Cbancery was
deemed a qualification for the Magisterial
Bench, derives some confirmation from the
fact tbat tbis waýs exactiy the qualification
required in those days for the exercise of

tbe profession of an attorney. The history
of attornîeys is somewbiat singular. They
were origiîîally niere proxies, aîid before tbe
tlîirteenth. year of Edward the First, no one
cou]d le appointed to tbatt office witliout
letters patent. And for aconsiderable period
after that date, the persons usnially selected
as attorncys were counsel below tbe degree
of serjeant. By degrees the two professions
becanie distinct, and attorneys were ap-
poinited exclusively from amioiigst miembers
of tbe lunis of Cbancery. For sonie tume,
indeed, tbis was tbe enly qualification re-
quired ;and it was îiot until tbe reignl of
Henry the Fourth, tbat a test exanjination
of learning aind fltniess w-as imiposed upon
candidates for tlue office of attoriiey. So
late, indeed, as tbe'reign of Queen Aune, a
mIle ivas nmade requîring all attorneys to
conie to, Comnions at the fInns of Cban 'cery.
This mIle bas long beeni obsolete, and " ow
the Incoî'porated Law Society a] one super-
iiîtends tbe legal training of solicitors. Such
of tbe Inns of Chancery, bowever, as reinain
are yet in tbe bauds of sniall coteries of
miembers of tbe -profession, who, under the
naies of 'Principals," "Ancients," " Cbief
Rulers," l&ct., mnaintain mauîy curious eus-
tomis and ceremoniies iii connexion with
tiiese ancient Institutions, arîd dine in tbeir
respective halls thiree tiînes during every
Law Terim. There are several rem)aininig
traces of tbe conumon origin and educational
connexion of barristers and attorneys. Until
quite recently a limited i uuber of attorneys
wVere admnitted as Students of tbe muis of
Court, anti tliere is eveni now a venerable
solicitcor, tbe last surviving possessor of this
privilege, wbio nakes, a point of dining «once
or twice diiring every termi in Gray's Inn
Hall, where lie takes bis place iiext below
the junior barrister for tbe tume being. Whe
sleeveless gown wbicbi is used by solicitors
wlio practise in the County Courts is no
other than tlue ancient law tudent's gown,
worn still during tbe dinner bour ahikely
candidates for the Bar at the Inns of Court,
and by tbe remainiug memibers of tbe Inns
of Chancery.

It eau bardly be douibted tbat attorneys
were included amongst tbe " men cf the
law," iipn wbom it was tb 'ugbt desirable
by our ancestors of tbe fourteentb. century
to conifer a sbare in tlîe duties of the magis-
tracy. A statute, passed early in tbe pre-
sent reigu, and the propriety of which can-
uîot be for a moment doubted, bas. bowever,
now virtually excluded practising solicitors
froin tbe Commuission cf the Peace.

Tbe question is, perhaps worth mnooting in
our own days if it not feasible, as it cer-
tainly would be beneficial, to insist upon
soine degree of legal training as an essen-
tial qualification for the nmagistracy.


