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THE EXOIDUS FROM HONAN.

By Perey C. Leslie, X.D.

In common with other missions in China,
our Canadian Presbyteriau mission in Ho-
nan bas been called upoll to pass through a
crisis that is unpî'ecendented in missionary

* work in the Celestial Empire.
To go back to the beginning o! this wide-

spread anti-foîcign uprising would be a
very difficuit matter. The seeds of discon-
tent have, apparentiy, been sowing for'ycars
back, and the soul very carefully prepared
for the present uplieaval of China's mil-
lions.

On the 4th day of June last, Drs. McClure
and Menzies, with their families, and Dr.
Margaret Wallace left H1onan by house-boat
for a weil-earned summer vacation to the
coast. At that time everything iu H-onan was
quiet, and our minds free f rom anxiety, al-
though we did feel that the prolonged

h drouglit wouid cause the people to be un-
easy, and the foreigners miglit be blamed
for the lach- of ramn and consequent suifer-
ing.

They had only been gone a few days when
active operations began in the North, and
TîEntsin-, Pekin, and ai that district was
soon in a state of anarchy, the Boxers hav-
Ing centred ail their operations in that lo-
cality.
~On Junie l3th, whie we were quietiy seated
iour weelz-ly prayer meeting, a letter was

14 thrust into my bands by oui- officious little
gate-keeper, at Chu Waing, which I calmIY
placed in my pocket, but during the re-
niainder of that meeting I was tliinking
more about that yelaow envelope than what
our leader was talking to us about. It turu-
ed out f0 be a special communication fromn
the American Board missionaries at Lin
Ching, iuforming us or the trouble around
Tientsin, and the orders which the Consuls
bad issued to tlîeir subjects to leave the
country as quickiy as possible, or at least
to reach a place of safety and neutrahity
on the coast of China

We had a brie! consultation as to oui- at-
titude towards this message and unanimous-
ly decided that there was no caîl for us to
leave; that our duty -was to stay where we
were until more urgent developments took
place, and that possibly the whole mnatter
might pass over iu a local disturbance

* The next morning we sent special messen-
gers to coxumunicate thn news we had re-
ceived, f0 our missionaries at the two other
stations, Chang-te-fu and Ssin-Chen. Their
replies came tbree days later. and were al
a confirmation o! oui- own decision.

By the tinie we had' received their an-
swers, however, the local disturbance be-
came more evident in oui- town of Cliu-
Wang, for' in the afternoou of June 14th a
mob o! one thoueand or more assembled at
our front gate with accusations against us.
that we were the cause o! the long-continuied

drought, and that the new house we had
recentiy erected was keeping away the ramn.

Con clliatory measures, however, seemied to
quiet the people, and we secured eight sol-
diers, who remained for some days, to act
as a guard on our mission premises. While
no security in themselves, they at least de-
monstrated to the people that we were on
!riendiy terms witii the local offlicials, and
the issuing of speciai proclamations by thcse
saine officiais also served co quiet the people.

During the next two weelzs, however, we
Nvere kept in a continuai state of anxiety
and uncertainty, for alarming rumors were
in constant circulation, and we were in-
formed aimost daily of soxue new plot to
kili us and to make away with oui' pro-
perty.

Three successive special couriers from Lin
Ching did ziot tend to quiet our minds. Fromn
these we icarned that oui' friends; w-ho lef t
us on June 4th had, on the advice of the
Anierican Board missionaries, disembarked
and were mak-ing their way overiand to the
capital o! Shan Tung province, f rom
whence they would pursue their way to
Chefoo. These niesspngers also brought us
the news that matters wei'e coustantly
growing worse around Tientsin and Pelzin;
that the Imperial soidiers had probably
uuited their forces to those of the Boxers;
that the forts at Taku hand been taken by
foreigners, and that war was either in pro-
gress or imminent.

A telegrani from Dr. McClure put our
mînds beyond ail douht, for when he said:
"Come immediately," we knew that there
was no question as to what oui- action
should be, and as British subjeets in the in-
terior o! China, we asked the -officiais for
a safe conduct to a place o! safety and neu-
traiity, and made active preparations for
leaving Honan at once.

Tue niglit before we left Chu Wang we
were in doubt as f0 whether we would live
through ti l the next day, as a violent mob
again gathered at our gates, and our Chin-
ose friends and Christians were excited be-
yond measure, and informed us that if was
now a question o! lufe or' death. At feu
o'clock robbers broke into our yard on the
east side of the rond, and the soldiers on
guard made no attempf f0 defend us. Fo-
(ver, we got another detachment of sol-
d-.ers, who put the robbers to flight, and pa-
trolled oui- premises througlî the remainder
of the night.

Sleep waq not f0 ho thought of, and oui-
ladies, on the invitation o! a Chinese neigh-
bor, took refuge in a little mud hut during
î.hese dark and restless hours; fortunately,
however, no fui-tuer disturbance occurred
during the night.

As we could obtain no Chinese carter to
convey us to Chi-nan Fu, where 'we had
hoped to join Dr. McClure, witiî bis partY,
we -were !orced f0 change our plans and to
travel in a soutberly direction, wifh a view
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