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Canada for a statistical accoaint of cacli of the
counties of the province. This unpretending
essay wvas afterwards expanded into the neat
littie volume, publishied by 13. Dawson & Son iii
1861, "4Dundas; a Sketch of Caînadian Ilistory,
and more particulariy of the Couiaty of Dundas,"
whicli at once established the reptitatioiî of the
author a.i a concise and vigorous writex' who dis-
played a painstaking accuracyin historicai statu-
ments.

Ilaving long taken an interest in the affairs of
the Presbyterian Churcli of Canada in connection
witli the Churcli of Scotland, being axa eider of
the congregation of Osnabruck, and frequently al
member of thé Presbytery of Glengary, lie wvas
asked, ia 1805, to, undertake the agency of the
Ciaurcli, ait a critical period in its history, with a
view to visiting ail the congregations li the
Synod and stirring thean up to a larger inaasure
of liberality in maintaïning the Gospel at home
and abroad. Ilaving retired from farmixxg, axîd
being in easy circumistances, loving lis Churcbi
withi great ardor, and being endowed -%ith gifts
of speech that were special]y suited for such an
undertaking, lie ivas prevailed upon to, accept the
caîl to this work, into -%hich lie entered with
great enthiusiasmn, and for wvhieh hie refused to
accept any compensation. Ris pointed, prar-
tical addresses went straight to the mark, and
rnany a sleepy congregation was aroused Vo at-
tempt, and to do, greater things than they liad
before dreamied of.

The resuit of blis toilsorne labors li this visit-
ation of the Churclies,whicli occupied about flfteen
xnontlis, wvas thrown into the shape of a statist-
ical report subnîitted to the Synod in 1867. It
was afterwvards publishied, and lias preserved a
great deal of valuable information regarding tlie
early planting of Presbyterianism iii tlie inland
provinces.

In Vhe autumil of the samne year lie wvas ap-
pointed, in succession to lais brother William,
Secretary-Treasurer to, tIce Temporalities Board,
au office lie continues to fill.

Thte.Prcsliytcritn liad been publishcd by "'Thc
Lay Association of Montreal," in the lnterests of
tlie Churcli of Scotland in Canada, frona 1848 to,
the end of 1871. At tlîis date Mr. Douglas Brim-
ner, wlio had for several years edited tlie monthly,
removed to Ottawa, and T/le Prcsbytcrian be-
came the recognized officiai organ of " the Pres-
byteriaxa Clîurclî of Canada lu connection with
the Churcli of Scotland," and Mr. Croil accepted
the responsible position of its editor, a position
whichi lie filled itli niarked abiiity up Vo, VIe
end of 1875.

At the Union lu that yoar tlie several inaga.
zincs, hitherto conducted in tic iuterests of their
respective Clurches, were merged into one, Vo
be called Tiui PRESBYTERIAN RECORD, and Mr.
Croil wvas appointed by tlie General Assembly
managing editor, with, shortly afterward, Mr.

Robert Murray, of Hlalifax, N. S., as associate.,
IIow lie lias discharged liis functions as such, the
Guncifrai Assemibly,frcm year to, year lias Vestified,
and aIl our readers kxxow. Ilis affection for the
Chiurcla w-as deep axxd strong, and every under-
takzixg of the General Assexubly wvas heartil3
advocatecl. Ris sy-mpatliy wvith missions led
to the preparation of a series of editoriai articles,
wliich were afterwvards collected and publislîed
îiia sinall volume under the titie of "'The Mis-
sionary Problena." WVe trust tînt the long
famniliar pages wvill yet receive an occaisional
visit froxu lus facile pen.

Meantimo we are sure that ail our readers wvill
joi us lu followîng Iîini with Iearty good wisbies
into, lis wvell.eariled retirement, Iîoping tîxat lie
inay bo spared for years to corne to, serve the
Cîxurcli, to wvhicli lais best energies have been so.
long devoted.

Life is fulîl of greetings and good-byes. The
former gladsoxne, thie latter tinged with saduess.

Ili the last issue of the RECORD, Mr. Croil gave
bis valedictory Vo its inany thousand readers.
Many of tlîcm liavd read that faa-eweli with a full
lieart. It lias called up associations of ot] 'ier
days, wlien, with loved ones uow gone, they
gathered on a Sabbath evening aud rend fromn
Ilis peu, axîd tîxis partlng seems almost liko a
fresi suuderîng of something that belougs to
those tenîder xnemories. Added Vo, Vlis tiiere le
the sayixîg of " good-bye" to an old friend,,- the
giving Up of the trled for the untrîed, tîxe knowu
for the unkuown.

To inai also, wbule a relief from work, it must
have beexi a lieavy task Vo, sever VIe close and
friendly relations tlîat for sixteen yenrs bave
been gatîerixg strengtli ; and the sadness would
bo inged -vith a deeper shade by Vhe thougbt
tlxat the three score years axîd ten, -%vhicha have
led huai to take tlais stop, aduacuisla hlmi that
life's-valedictory must soon he ready for the
press.

But tlie Charistiani'.- horizon is not bounded by
parting shadow. Behind and beyond it, irra-
diating its cloudy fringe wvith a golden liglit, is
the blessed assurance Vîxat af ter thnt valedictory,
"'tliere rexnaiAeVl a rest "-not of burdening
years axîd failing pouvers, bnt painless, sinless,
joyous, eternal.

Turnung from, the parting Vo the greeting.
wlîich the one appointcd to, Lake Mr. Croil'.u
place now gives to tliese sane readers, it eau
scarce bo said Vo have lu it mucli o! gladuess, for
it is but the introduction of a strangerto most of
ibem, îxio, lixas but the rigbt Vo expect the cour-
Vesy o! a stranger's wvelcome. One favor, lîow -
ever, lie asks, tîxat Vbey -%viil bear patiexatly withi
]lais comparative inexperieuce axad its consequexat
imperfections, nd scan lais workc with a kîndly
oye, nnd lie -%vill do wliat lie can, fromn monta Vo
month, te m-ake the RECORD serve its end.


