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PPRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

MIaL R. B3. WIIYTE.

(Dclivleed, Si/t Dec., 1837.)

Aleiiibersý ol he Ottawa PliNaudst'Clab, Ltdies ai Gentlemen:

I do flot propose to-igh-t to gi', e youi ail elaborate paper ou any
special point of Naturial 11istory, Lut oily to askz your attention for a
ýshor-t (laiie to a brief address on a subjcct that should, at least, be
interesting to ill present: ibat of the Ottawva Field Naturalists'
-Club preseut, past and future, Nvliat we are doing, Nvhiat w'e hiave donc
in the past and what 1 think w~e oughit to aini at doing iii the years (o
corne. If yon do not agree with my ideas of the wvork of the Club, I
h;ope ) ou wvilI not seruple to say so, as there wvi1l be ample tinlie for the
fullest discussion, and on the righit settleînent of sou-ao of the points
thi-t I will retèer to, the future prosperity and w~elt being of the Club 'vii
very inaterially cbpend. ).t is withi great pleasure that I cati
concgratuilate you on the continued and iiucreasiug pirosptirfry of the
,Club. This is shiown nlot only by the I:Lrgely increase(l aenbership;
zi. larger nuilnbcr having joined our ranks during the past season than

-4uringy any previous year, but by wvbat is of niche mnore~ consequence
the niucli greater p)ercentacge oý the rneniber.- who hiave takcen an active
part in the wvorking of the Club. The fact too is particularly notice-
able anîongast those lately added to our nuniber. A greait encouragement
to the couiicil lias beeil the synîî)athy shl ~n our efflorts by thuse
,engaged in the imp> rtant profession of teaching. Tiiese ladies and

g-entlemeni recoai-zing, the advantages offert-d from an eductitional point
-of viewv, have, inany of' tlîer, cast ln thetir lot wvith us, to the niutnai

benefit of' aIl coneernied. Original wvork lias been viYoî'otîslv prosecuied
by the specialists ln ail the branches, and greater efforts have bean
mnade by the council to- gain the interest of outsiders. Thle usual
oeethods of procedutre adopted in past years have been continued up to
the present time, and the lectures-and classes wvi1l be held during, hle
presentwinter as heretofore.
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