
CIIemiical Essays. I

Cenerallv thec den-ser bliCs, suich as rnet.ils, &c.
-11e dlie l)eSt conductors or cailoric. Porolus S.Ib-
stalîces, sucli as Wood, Cork, &c. are t'ti w'oric ,CC)ti-
duictors, down to -woollen cloth, flannel, and down,
whichi is one of the Iightest bodies ainf at the saie.
tirne une ot"tthe worst conductors. Th reason o
tis may probably be, that ini the dense substances
there is mnucli less air, whichi scarcely conduets calo-
ric at al]. On tis prînciple of thie diffiwent Cou-
ductfiagr powers of bodies, depeufis the mode of
c.iothing. ourselves. Flatielc and woollen. drcssi;
being very bafi conduciors of calorie, prev2int, when.
ilie temiperature of the atmosphere is luwer thani
tluat of our bodies, tlie e-,cape of the animal heat
from tIiemi, andi thiiu keep us warni ini the inter
seasoii. The saie d reis wotild keep) us cool whbeii
the atinosphcre ivas waruner than ou r body, as it
would prevent its penletrating to our frame. lfyou
lay your hand on a piece of miarbie, on the wooâ of
Ilie table, anti on the carpet of tlue roorm, they wilt
ail appear to you to be ofdi/ferent temperatures; the
marbie coldebt, the wool d um the car-pet wariu-
est, anud yet the thermaometer would infori you that
theT are really of the same temiperature. The.rea-
son of this is, that the mnarble heing the best con-
ductor of calorie of the three, (as they are ail of a
temperat are below that of your hiand, tbough of the
banie wi tii the atmosphere,) absorbs froi you the
calorie you possess more rapidly than the others; and
thiough it reall 'y makes you no, colder than the oth ers
would iii the end, yet as it produces the saine effeet
ini a shorter time, the change is more sudden, and
consequently the sensation of cold (v;hîcll we must
alwayb remlem'uer is mierely the abstraction of calo-
rie) is anuch ,greater. The reverse of titis wvould be

sen romi the saine cause, were we to put three

10.3


