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wvork thein. The flax, when dry, might be ta-
ken at once fruin the field without statling, and
after the remnoval of the seed, was roady, with-
eut any other preparation, for this mechtîi-
cal p rocess, which wvas alike available io the
smral lest rottager or the Iargest occupier, and
adapled either for manuai labour or the appliea-
tion of machinery worked by any motive-pover.
He could net but regard this subject as anc of
gtcat importance te the English fariner ; and, as
il had olien engaged the attention ef the Council,
whose mrabers had long considered such me-
clianical aid as Ibis new, referred tu as a greal
desideratuin, he feit that lie was oniy discharg-
tig his duty as une of their body in calliîîg par-
ticular notice ta the machines in question; atthe
sàrne lime, as the Council could net collcctively
deviate front their usual course, hy giving an
opinion Iheinselves on an invention like the pre-
sent, hé wvôu1d requeàî a few ef the mnembers in
their private capacity te accompany hum tu M4r.
Donlan's works at an early convenient day, in
order that they might inspect his operations more
acéurately in detail, anT dinforin thcmfselves of
the fuil bearings of the question in a practical
point cf vtew.

N. 13. To show the power 1 maintain uver flax
staiks, 1 have laken green flax straw from. off the
fieid in the mornin'g, and had il converied, int a
strong auling cloîli in the evening of the saine
day. Yhi operation wvas performed at the

Rugly actrin Staffordshire, ini the presence
of sixty indiv daS.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR WORKJNG THES FLAX MA-
CHINE IMPORTE» BT THES CA.NADA COMPANY.

The machine is intended te break and scuteli
fiax strawv, which has nut heen soaked or steep-
ed-afler the seed han heen thrashed eut -andt the
stra* perfectiy dry il maybhoput underîhe upc-
ration of the machiine, andi the flax produced,
if equi1 te the sampie new exhibited with the
machine, cuuld be soid in London, a month aga,
at £30 le £32 10s. Ct'g. per ton.

A boy of 10 or 12 ycars of age may feed the
reliers, and one a liltle more advanced ini age
attend te the scutching, whicli eau ho readily
performed hy holding firmly in the baud the
broken strawv at the end, and passing il between
the scuîching wheel, and the serrated surface
of the huard B., ani passiag i the samne man-7
ner that part held ini the hand. When this is
doue, you have merchantable flax, fit for home
use or for exportation.

The scutc ing whcel A must be keyed on the
spindle A, aliowing about onc.sixîeenth of an
inch clearance between tie sèutching blades H
an *d the scrraîed sufface of the board. É. The
driving pulicys, C, move in the direction of the
arrow and are driven by a leather strap at about
65revoiutions per minute. The weiahî D D are
sjèspendedfràma the.leve *rs D D-wýËen worked
b* band the loiascpuifey rnut be remevied', and
thb haunIe F flxed to thi shaftE byî mtans of
the, set crew. The jýax to be broken i laid

open in the fecd box P and passcd betweeri the
reliers in the direction of the nrrowr accom pany-
ing F and delivered in the box C read~y for
acutching.

In %vorking the machine the foiiowing rules
should be observed :

lsî.-The etraw chould ho as dry and ripe as
possible.

2uîd.-The roots shoulcl bo laid to-wards the
ruliors-the flax straw kept as even as possible
and spread out thinly in the feed-box F.

3rd.-Tlhe flax stra %, wiien broken by the roi-
lers should be spread over the scutohing board B
in the shape of a fan, and iieid fitiy by the
person soutciug, in order tu avoid tinnecessary
wvaste.

Both ends of the flax te be scutched.
The machine should be screwed dewn firmly

te the floor.
.The quanty of dlean Flax produced by this

Machine in auy given lime varies according to
the nature and quaiity of the sîraw, and we
shouid say from. past trials, tlée harder, coarser,
and riper the strawv is, the better the machine
performs ilis work, because if the straw is pull-
cd green, as is sometimes the case, il is diflicuit
te separate it from the fibre in sculchin, at the
samne time there is more difficulty in the rollera
performing their work.

In givin- a statemeut of the quanîity of flax
produced, lit is, of course, presumedthat the straw
is free froin wveeds and la this we wvould eall your
attention, we have known a hundie of flax strawv
ta be su foui, that one-third has been actuai
wvaste, and it must be Trmemhprcd that weeds are

fot "n'Y worthless in themselves, but they imn-
p ere the process, and if passed through, the roi-
lers, cling firinly tothe fibre, and wheu subjected

to the action of the scutehes cauje unneces-
sary ivaste.

It may perhaps he an imprevemnt, iliould
the flax strawv be coarse, to attach more blades
(H1) te the wheei (A). This cau be doue by a
commun carpenter, and aise to. put a greater
weight on the lever, D. The blades shouid be
made of hard wood, and planed ta a sharp edgc.

The specd at which the machine should be
driven is marked on the plan, narnely, 65 te 70
revolutions per minute. We cannet point eut
any particular part of the machine more liable te
get out ôf order than another.

One horse Would drive four machines.
One man te scutch and ene le feed, would pro-

duce- as followis
2lbs. stra* passe& through the machine i

30 minutes.
Flax, asper sampie.............. Il Ibs.
CleahT ............... *..
Straw aüd, roufrh To.......e.....6
Roots and,]ieruse ..... 4
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