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Farmers will doubtless be fully prepared to
commence work when the land is ready.

1 [t is a great advantage in agriculture, as in
] o o D b

other matters, to be early in the field. The
working scason is short here, but, neverthe-

 lcss, it affords sufficient opportunity generally

to the active and industrious farmer to finish
his various worksin properscaon. It wiil great-
ly facilitate the spring sowing and plauting, to
have the manure carricd to the ficids, where
it will be required, and carefully piled there.
It is frequenty very diflicult to cart manure
in spring, the land being so wet and soft, and
this retards the sowing and planting consider-
ably. However prudent it may be to put off
the time of sowing wheat until the laticr end
of May, there is no necessity to delay the
sowing of any other crop. As we have re-
peatedly recomended, oats should be sown the
moment the soil is in a fit state for the harrrow ;
peas, beans, carrots, mangel-wurzel, parsnips
potatoes,and Swedish turnips, may all be sown
before the first of May, if the weather is
favorabie and the land prepared for them.
The application of salt for any of these crops
will be found useful, at the rate of from
five to six bushels to the acre. Unless the
season is very favorable barley should not be
sown until after the first of May, and we
hope farmers will not neglect to sow a duz
proportion of this grain where the soil is suit-
able. I there is not Canadian consumption
for it, there is every reasonable probability that
there will be a good demand for it for the
United States. At all events it isan excel-
ent grain for farmers to grow to feed to cattle
and pigs, but not in a raw state. It should
be coarsely ground, and have hoiled water
put upon it,and be allowed to standin a covered
vessel, until nearly cold, before itis fed to cattle
orpigs. It alsoanswers well ground up with
peas, beans, or oats, but the mixture should
always have boiling water poured over it be-
fore it is made use of. In stall-feeding catde,
whatever quantity of roots the farmer may
have, he will find the animals will become fat
much sooner, and make better beef, by giving
them a mash or two of ground, oats, barley,

beans, or Indian corn, daily. The guantity need
not be large, but it is profitable to give some.
The low price of hay and straw, and the high
price, or, perhaps, we should say the remune-
rating price, of horses, butchers® meat, and good
butter, may be an inducement to farmers to
make some change in their system of manage-
ment this year. There is no doubt that our
market for horses, cattle, sheep, pork, and but-
ter, is likely to improve, raiher than get worse,
notwithstanding the heavy duty that is payable
on these products, on importation into the
United States. Though extensive that coun-
try, the produce of her lands is insuffi-
cient to supply all the means she possesses of
disposing of it, by the consumption of her own
population, and by her commerce. When
we came to Canada, there was a large
importation of horses, beef, pork, mutton,
cheese, butter, poultry, and other things to this
country from the United States. The case is
now exactly reversed, and we send all these
articles to the United States, and there is every
probability that this new market is likely to
increase every day. This is an encourag-
ing prospect to farmers, and it is very favorable
also to the United States, to obtain so conve-
niently what they find it necessary or advan-
tageous to purchase.

These circumstancés are a convincing proof
that our Agriculture is not retrograding. Du-
ting the last shorily four years, the population
of the province has more than doubled, and
while with a small population we required to
import a large portion of our food, with our
increased, population, and with a greatly dim-
inished production of wheat, we now export
aconsiderable guantity of the produce of agricul-
ture. Indeed Lower Canada, considering the
immense amount of loss the farmers have sus-
tained by nearly the toial failure of her prin-
ciple crop wheat, for about fifteen vears, have
just cause of congratulation at their present
conditiun, and at the prospect of heen able to
overcome, or ;at least,remedy, in 2 considerable
degree, by the introduction of ncw varieties
of seed, the difficulties of producing wheat

successfully.  We have often thought that, per-



