
4 Givist the Personat Source of lieligiont and Theology.

Seriptures, and in tie history of t'le Chiurcli, but this hie is iincoii-
petent to do, unless hce is personally in 'synîllpathyý w'ith Christialnity.
Persotial. exporience is noce-sary, in order to understand tie
iuaterial hie is workzing w'îtY Tf0 the ordiîîary mian of tie wvorld,
the christian seemls to bo the mierest dveanier, and the former
could only becoino a tlîoologian out of ciir-iosity, and Nvould be
forco(l to study christian tlîeology froin tie outside rather as a
pbiaso of huimuîi illusion, a phiantasy, thaîî as reai human expOL'l-
ence. He could not get witin biis sulject and aeqiiire a suflicient
uiidlerstanti(liing of W'bat it, is to crive an aecount, of it. The] ulti-
mate appeal, then, lu theology mlust ho, to, the Christian thleoloiiaî.
But hoe too, must, inIV-lie nature of things have al Standard, and the
deopor- bis religlins life, that is to sav, the more truly it confornis
to *tS exemplar, the ore0 trustworthy wil l b is theolog.
-Hence, lu the intorests of' thieologicail truth, we iuust l)e at tie
utmost pains to cultivate our religious life. T hlis brings us to
the central thenie of îny lecture-Ti'coyy andl religion have one
.. timute solvrce aml,; l st i Wr. What is tliis ? Eovbn

revolves round the I>eïs8oi? qf Christ. rMie christimn knows that
lu Christ hoe bas fonndf the chlief aînong teln thousauld, tbo aLlto-
gletbor lovolv.ý, that throughi Hlmi the Fathor bas spokon to mon,
and tha.-t in Hlmi lie bas hucome ruecoinciledl to God. T he1I tbeolog-
ianl too is conivincod that flie Pe-soniaiity of Christ is uniqlue; on1
the onoe biaud it bas broughIt unity ilito, bis thlotnght ln its
utn-iost mchbs, enîbracio the iimiverso, mn and God, wh'ile
arrain this Christ lbas 1-estow'od peavo on bis owui Sol.

1 wishi to direct y-our attention to wbat this Per-so of Christ
bulplios hotb to the theolo-gianl mnd to the roelicious ianl.

1. It implies that, Ghridsllity ÎS (1 Iisforical ireligionz

.1tuned oi facts. It is not a philosophy. 1,111 fLcts ~o
be reomoved and the essence of the religion romain, as soîne bold
who indeed iiiaiiitaiii tbat the rlgo s puriNed by the subli-
mnation of tbe concrote ; the finite c'-n bo oinly transient; m-lhcn
by these we hiave risen to the infinite we eaui dispenise with the
ladder on wbichi we hiave made our a.c naud 110w dwell with
the, infinite reason wbIicbl is beinid the, faiets and is etornal. 'Tbis
înigbt, be truc enlongi' possibly if Cbr]istianLiity werea 2)hilosoî)h y.;
but seeingr that, it is a rel-igio)t by wbvichl a man links huniiscîf -with
a Person, this vagfue, idealisml of mnetaphysies must nlot be broughlt


