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THE JUDGES OF FRANCE.

A cable despatch from Paris, of date June 13,
States that in consequence of the action of the
Champer of Deputies on the previous Satur-
ity in voting the abolition of the irremovabil-
e]y Of Judges and in favor of the principle of
s ec'.'"lg judges, M. Humbert, Minister of

mf““le, tendered his resignation. President
a’eVY refused to accept it. M. Humbert then
“%¢d leave of absence for a month.
he &, ¥, Herald, in a paragraph referring to
cer. .inte]ligence, gives some information con-
hit}l:mg the judiciary of France. It states that
am €Tto the judicature has been recruited from

is

2 °ng the wealthier classes. It was regarded
1 honor to be a judge or procureur (public
proeecﬂtor), and men of property were willing
livpay highly for it. No French judge could
re On hig salary. The highest—that of the
“Sident of the Court of Cassation—amounts
1000 only, and out of this the President
Pect, bay his clerk or secretary, and he is ex-
org d t0 keep up a costly establishment iu
a}::r that he may entertain his brother judges,
n c"‘et Ministers and other eminent people.
Ctivzﬂutry' towns a judge .of first instance re-
et is $460 a year, a president of a court of
of g Bstance $600, and a councillor of a court
f rppeal $800. The presidents of the twenty-
courty of appeal are paid more liberally,
abl, €Y get $2,800 ; but they keep up consider-
itie State, for they have to return the hospital_
S of Prefects, generals of division, mayors
enco;hel‘ officials, besides giving dinners to the
and Bar of their jurisdiction. There is
ev_“ding this obligation, which is imposed by
Stiquette which has almost force of law, in-
l'es;l:h that a man caonot accept the oftice ?f
Vate ient of & court unless he have a good pri-
"Dpealncome' But the councillors of cot.lrts of
i g 8re heavily taxed too. Each in his turn
]"g:llomted to preside over the assizes in the
on de.l)ﬁrtmental towns, and for doing this
hstecelves a fee of $100, whether the assizes
Preg; dolle day or twenty. The travelling
0t with his clerk and servants puts up at

a hotel ; he must hire a carriage and pair to pay
his official visits, and unless he would pass for
a niggard he must give a series of dinners. At
the close of the assizes he holds a grand levée,
at which all the officials of the town and all
who have anything to do with the assizes, even
to the forty jurymen summoned for the occa-
sion, pay their respects to him and eat and
drink at his expense. :

The present bill proposes to abolish all courts
of first instance except in the chief towns of
departments ; to reduce the number of council-
lors of courts of appeal, and to enlarge the juris-
diction of the juges de paiz, who would be raised
to about the same status as English county
court judges, besides having enlarged powers
in criminal causes. There is at present one
Juge de paiz in each canton—thatis 1,620 in the
whole of France—and their salaries vary be-
tween $600 and $1,200. They mzy adjudicate
upon petty offences, such as trespass and minor
kinds of poaching, which do not entail more
than two days’ imprisonment or a fine of more
than $5; and upon civil cases about sums not
exceeding $50.  But if they be commissioned
to deal with cases of flagrant délit involving
sentences of three months, and with civil dis-
putes concerning sums of $200——if, in fact,
most of the business of the abolished courts of
first instance be thrown upon their hands—
their labors will be considerably increased and
they will have to be paid more suitably.
Hitherto the office of juge de paiz has not been
fraught with any great prestige, and some time
must elapse before there is enough change in
this respect, owing to the enhanced importance
of the post, to attract men of position. On the
other hand government will not find men of
acquirements sufficient to make good juges de
paiz willing to go and live in chefs-lieuz de can-
tons which are often mere villages, and to work
very hard all the year round, for $600. Even
if men were found to accept the posis on such
terms, they would form a very unsatisfactory
class of officials; for unless they were known
to have private incomes they would be
sure to be suspected of taking bribes. Until
now the juges de paiz have generally been retired
country notaries, who accepted the office be-
cause the work was easy, gave them a little
authority in their cantons, and led after a time
to their being decorated with the Legion of



