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thut the Sacred Book, the sword of the Spirit, shenld at his coronation be
carried before him, The restrictions which Henry had laid upon the printing
and reading of the Scriptures were at once removed. In the first year of
Edward’s reign an injunction was issued requiring every beneficed person to
provide within three months a copy of the English Bible ¢“of the Jargest
volume,” and within twelve months a copy of Erasmus’s Puraphrase on the
Guspels,  As before, it was required that the books should be set up in soune
cenveniont place within the churek, that they might be read by the pavish-
foners.  In 1548 oflicial inguiry was made asto the obedience which had been
vaid to this injunction. A period of remarkable activity in the printing wud
circulation of the Scriptures immediately followed. Mr. Anderson’s list «f
the editions pubhished in Edward’s short reign comprises thirteen or fourteen
Libles, and as many as thirt-five New Testaments separately printed.  0f
the editions of the whole Bible seven were of the last trauslation, three of
Matthew's, two of Coverdole’s, one (and, in part, another) of Taverner’s, Of
the editions of the New Testament two out of every three contain Tyndale's
version.

‘The many iwportant events of this reign do not fall within our provitec,
The Prayer Bucks issued in 1548 and 1552 contain portions of Scripture
which call for a brief notice, but they will most naturally come before us at
a later peried, in connection with the final revision of the Liturgy. There
is. however, one version (a fragment) of the New Testament which must not
Yie passed over.  The author is no obscare divine, but the scholar who, as
Miltm says, ““ tanght Cambridge and King Edward Greek.” Sir Joln Cheke,
appeinted hy Henry (in 1540) Professor of Greck in the University of Cam-
bridge, and in 1544 chosen as tutor to the youny prince, was one of thos:
scholars who laboured with the greatest zeal and suceess in the revival of the
study of the cassical Janguages.  In one of the :nanuscripts in the library of
Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, is a translation of St. Matthew written
by Cheke's own hand, probably about the year 1550.  The manuscript was
first printed in 1843, under the editorship of the Rev. J. Goodwin,  Besides
the Guspel of St. Matthew (which is complete, with the exception of alwat
fifty verses) the translation embraces part of the fixst chapter of St. Mark.
In the orthagraphy, which is very peculiar, Cheke follows asystem of hisown,
But the most remarkable feature of his work is the pursistent endeavour ts
express all ideas by means of home-liorn words 5 we might almost suppmse
the translation to have been the result of a reaction against Gardiner’s move-
went for a sewi-Latin version of the Secriptures. The following extract,
though short, will sufliciently show the character of this singular fragment.
The peculiar arthography is preserved but not the contractions in writing,
which are numerous.

ST, MATTHEW XvIo 26 - 33,

And his diseipils seing him walking on the see weer troubled, saieng that it wasa
phantasm, aned thel cried out for fewr. Jesus bi and bi spaak to tnem and said, e of
wood cheer, Jtis J, fearnot.  Peter answered vato him. Sir, saith he, Jf it De then,
bid me compr o the water voto thee.  And he said, Comnm en. And Peter e domn
~ont of the Y. <l walked on the waters to com to Jesus. And seing the wind sty
wies aferd, amd when he began to sink he cried out.  Lord, saith he, save me.  Jesus
and bi stretched forth his hawd, antl tuok hald of him, and said vato him, Then sl
fuithed, whi hast thau doughted 2 And when thel weer ones entered into the et t‘l’.v
~wind ceased. Thei that weer in the boot cam and bowed dewn vato Lim and said,
Sucrli then art the sonn of god.

In a marginal note Cheke explains the meaning of pianfasm, as “that
which appeared in the eies to be sumthing and is nothing in deed.”  Several
of the notes and explanations are of interest, but the boldness of the vocabu-
lary is the characteristic which most impresses the reader’s mind. A proverh
is a hiword, apostle is & frosent, regeneration is gainhirth, the lunatic are
moond, the demoniacs spirited ; Matthew is said to be called while sitting




