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life, lie devoted himself to philosophical and literary %vorks. He
died in 1626, aof a fever coiitracted while makingr an experiment.

Bacon's fame rests chiefly on his philosophical workcs. The
object ,vlich he pursued throughout ail his philosophical wvritings
wvas a reorganization of' the sciences with a viewv to the substitution
of induction for deduction in scientific research. His plan
enibraced îhiree parts: first, a general review of the whole field
of the !scienices ; next, the doctrine of nmethod ; and lastly, an
expoqition of the sciences thernselves and their application to nev
discoveries. 0f the first part lie treats in De Dizo7.i!ate et Aug-
micnizs Scicntariim,, a g-eneral summary of humar knowvledge. He
explained his famous doctrir -of methad ini%7No-jzi Organonz, a
Nie-w, Instrument or Mlethiod of studving the sciences. The wvork
treats tif the inductive method af reasoning, and dwells on the
nece!sitv of experinient in the study ai' natural sciences. But
Baconn ïever made any important contribution ta anv particular
branch of' science. He also wrote a treatise, De Sapientàz Véflcrum,
in %vhich lie displays an immense knowledge aif antiquity, and
explatins the ancient fables by ingenious allegories.

Conceïýning., Bacon and bis philosophical works the most con-
tradictoiy appreciations have been given. Whilst it is a fact that
bis detractars have perliaps blamed himi overmucb, it is neverthe-
less i rue that hb admirers have praised liirn altogether tao highly.
Onie ai' the great est fault% ini bis sv-stem is that lie imiplys every-
,wbIere thai main knows nathing but throucrb experience and
observation. Now~ it is lîistoricallv demnonstrable that, hypathetical
interpretation ai' nature îby means. aof deductions is as fruittul af
scientific discoverv as the use aof the inductive niethod. But a
greater objection ta thi., priincip!e ai' Eacan's is ta bc f aund in the
fact thaît it is the first step on ilie road ta materialism and atlîeismi.
This i.- evident nat only frani an examination aof the very nature aof

Baoinenpiricism, but muchi mare by reference ta the couse-
quence.s to which it bias led its follawers. We cauî trace these
principle.% through Hobbe.%> Locke and Hume, until we came tci the
evil doctrines taughit in France in th i- igteenth cenitury by such
men as Valtaire and Rousseau.

Aga«ini it may bc objected against hiini that Bacan iever nmade
but isolated and iïîconplete contributions ta any particular brancbi


