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D)ominiofi, except in Manitoba and the 14orth
wcst Territartes, and in tbe mission fields of
Ontaii. But it will be rcmembered that the
calliaig systemr was but partially in aperation
in these regions. Missionaries, ardained and
unordained, wore appointcd by tbc Home Mis-
sion Committee, and "' Bishops " Rdbcrtson
and Findlay, wba kaew the fields and the
men best suited for theni. The fieds were
bet!er supplied than if the selection of labor-
ers had been leit ta the chaice ai thc people.
In many cases the people do knaw samethinr
af certain labarers, and they e;xpress their
choice, and it is rcspected as far as practic
able. That is just the combination ai popular
selectian and ecclesiastacal direction and
autharity whirh is cantended for in this pap!r.
Tbere is na rf-asan why the Methadist or any
atber churcb sbould bc mare thriving than
ours i we anly bftd a marc rational mcthod of
creating and filling "icancies. The clergy of
aur cburcb are by far the ablest, the best
educated, and the niost efficient in Canada;
and cotelespribus, thty can mare than bald
tbeir awn when laboring in city, town, or
country, witb tbc clergy af other denomnina-
tiens. But tbc disorganizatinn and leakage
of strcngth resulting from long vacancies af
anc or twa years, and the yc: mare seriaus
leakage at tbe clasing stages af many pastar-
ates, farce aur churcb ta talre second place in
relative pragress (according ta the Dominion
census), wben we sbould ake frst place.

Naw, wbat is the remedy? It must be
faund in sorne scheme by whiîch bbe popular
slection shail be modîfied by, and combined
with, bhc autharity ai ecclesiastical appoint.
ment. It sbould bc a recognized fact that the
churcb courts bave authority ta appoint a pas-
tor aver a parish as well as ta appoint a home
or oreigu missianary ta bis field ai labor.
The part of aur cburch's work in which we
bave the least friction and- the leas! waste ai
resources and the best resuits is wh!re the
appinting power is maderately execi csed.
The power should nat be arbi:rarily excrcised,
in total disregard ai the wshes af the laborer
ar the people amang whamn he is ta labor.
Nor is it. There should bc at least as much
cansideration for the popular wish as is given
by the Epîscopal and Methodist churches,
wbhosc people are not as bigh in average in-
telligence as ours. Every minister sbould
understand tbat bc is the servant af the church
and not cf a congregation, and that lie is
.tsubject ta-the pawers that be." Every con-
giegation sbould understand that it is as truly
a ward ai tbe church as a mission station is,
and that the church bas a rigbt ta a voice in
bhc selection ai its pastar, as wcll as ta bis
translation ta another field when deemed ex-
pedient.

In suggestîng a scheme by which tbc papu-
lar voace and ecclesiastîcal authorîby right
combine in tbe selection ai a pastar, it is flot
ta be forgotten that there is a general aver-
sion in aur church ta Episcopacy as sucb, and
also ta the itinerant system and the fixcd tîme
limit ta pastorates in the Methîodist church.
yet the Presbyterian and Mtbodîst systems ai
settling and translabing pistors migbt bc
amaigarnated into a better systcmn than cither.

Let us suppose in connection witb each
Synod ai aur çhurch a committee correspond-
'Dg in a measure ta the Stationîng Committee
af the Methodist church, and alsa in a mca-
sure ta aur own Home Mission Cammittee.
This committee would be compased ai repre-
scn:aVaves from alic Preshyteries wvithin the
Synodical bounds. Such representatîves would
bc mnutely .acquainted with the condition
and requirements af ail the cangregations in
their respective Presbyterîcs, and alsa with
the qualifications and success of their co-pres-
byters. The whole cammittce would thus bc
in possession ai tbe names of vacant charges
and ai thc ministers wthout charge, and would
know the réquirements of the anc and the
quatificatiuns of the other. They wouid alsa
know bhc settled charges in whîch a change

woud b deiale, sînce cvery minister and

mitte îbrough their Preshyterial representa-
tives. The annual meeting af tbe camrnîtbee

,wouid bc beld, say, a: Synad tîme, wben al
tbc translations for the year wauld bc decîd-
ed on-except sucb as might become neces-

1SarY during the year n account af dcaths or

minister wouil be hiable ta translation ; and
yct nqnc would bc necessarily translatcd, as

there would be no fixed time limit ta pastar
ates any mare thala wc haýe et present. When
a minister and cangregation worked harmoni-
ously together, and Gad's work was prosper
ing, and a dissolution ai the pastoral tic was
nat desîred by cither, the pastorate might can-
tinue undisturbed during thc minisber's lueý-
time. But when a minister dcsired a change,
and could give valid reasans therefor, bis case
would bc taken into cansiderabion. On the
other hand, when a congregation desired a
change, and cauld furnish valid a-asons for
their desire, the cammittee would be na less
ready ta consider their case. Such a com-
mittee, composcd ai picked men from aIl the
Presbyteries, would have the whole %virking
af the chuirch within the synodical bounds
under their eyc. They would, of course, act
conservatively, and would be slow ta hecd thc
clamors ai amnbitiaus or conceitcd men wha
like ta stump vacaricies with a few flash ser-
mons -" Royal Gearges "-in their pockets;
and they would be equally slow ta heed the
complaints af a few malcoruents in a congre-
gation who arc neyer at peace but when they
are at war. Besides, the decisions ai sucb
commibtee would have ta bc ratified by the
Synod. Facilities for the transierence ai miin-
isters farn anc Synod ta anather could be
easily arranged.

No doubt numnerous abjections will bt
raised against such a schcme, and indeed, dan
be raised against any sceeme that migbt be
pioposed. No scheme is perfect, and no per-
fect scheme would work jarlessly among im-
perfect men. It may be said tbat such a
schemc as Lat suggested wauld net be work-
able. IL is workable in aur home mission field
at the preserit time. Some would say thàt îb
would invalve more work than any commaitte
could Perform. The work ai aur Home Mis-
sion Committee, or ai the Statianiug Coin-
mittee ai the Methadist Cburcb, is marc tban
this scheme cantempiates. Saine would ofier
thc abjection tbat it would encroach on the
rights ai Prcsbyteries. Ifse, we are already
guilty ai sucb encraacbment in aur exercising
bhe right af appointment ta aur borne mission
fields within tbc bounds ai Presbyteries.
Helping the cangregatian in the selectian ai
a pasior is a duty wvhich Presbyteries da nat
attempt ta, perform ; snd there would be na
encraacbment an their rigbts should the
Synad, through its commîttee, give the beip
se much needed. But the weigbtiest objec-
tion ta the schecme wauld be its seemning inter.
ference with tbc rîghts ai cangregarians in
exercasing the franchise. This objection is
mare sceming than real. Congregational
rights svould be conserved, and bbc elective
principle wauld bce respected by ane of two
ways. Eîther tbc comnittee mîgbt subit a
list ai say balf a dozen naines ta a dongrega-
tion (vacant or about ta be vacant), from
which the congregatian should make a chaice.
These they might bear, i desired. This is
ofien donc by bishaps af the Enghisb churcb
before making an appointment ta a parsb.
Or the coangregation migbt send a list ai min-.
isters' namnes ta bbhecodmmibt ce, out af which
thc cammittet, in ils wisdam, wauld select a
pastar as desired. lu ail cases there would
be correspondence between thc committet
and congregatians with a view ta an agree-
mont an the selection and appointment taelbe
made.

But if t is well ta look at :i2e abjectians ta
the change proposcd, ibias well ta look at the
sâvantages wb*sch it would secure. lb woud
a: once stop tbc waste oai'resources consequent
on a bundred charges wtbaut pastars and a
hundred pastars without charges. It would
prevent long vacancies. No cangregation
wouldbleft wtba 'ut a pastor mart than a few
weeks. " Candidating "aud unseemly preach-
log taurnaments, hasbang in many vacancies
for a year or two, would cease, and " askiug
for a hearing" wouid bc a thing ai bhc past.
Again, it would stop thc unchzistian " starving
au " process ta wbich mauy congrcgatîarns
resort in order ta ge: a-d of their minîster. it
as, a paînful fact that there arc scores of pas-
toral relations in aur church which should
bave been dissolved years aga. " The cause
is gaing down there," Preshyters say. Yes, and
bbc Presbytery passivelly looks on, and alaws it
ta "go down." They bave flot .bhe bcart ta
sever bbc pastoral tic, and turn a minister sud
bis family, adaift withaut emploament, or means,
af support.. By tbc schcme suggested, wbcn-
ever a miister's usefuness should bc impair-

cd in anc fieli, bc would simply be trànsterred
ta another. Again, the system suggested
wvould beach ministers aud congregations ta
have more respect for ecclesiastical autharity.
A ainister could not leave bis cangregation
whencver be pleased by simphy securing a
majarity ai votes in sarine vacaucy ta wbich
he might aspire. Thase marc competent ta
judge bis ftness for bhab particular vacancy
would have ta bc heard iram, and the weliare
ai bis prescrnt charge would bave ta be con-
sidered. Congregations c3uld flot turu their
telescapes boward any pulpt star in the land
and make a private arrangement weith him,
e'<pecting, ai course, aiter tbc littie prescribed
drudgery ai red tap!ism connccted with a
translation, cf which they arc umpatieubenougb,
that Preshyteries will ratify their arrange-
ments, rcgardless ofithe injuries inflicted au
bis prescrnt charge. The wail is beard ail
over aur church, 1'We are driftang into Con-
grcgationalism !" Very truc ; aud aur calling
systrim is hurrying us thitherward. Another
evit which wouldbd lie trrtaUy clretktd by
adapting the systcmn suggested is disrespect
for agcd ministers, sud "bbce cry for Young
men." Mauy congregatians sbrink fram cal-
îng men whose beads are gray, however effi-
cient tbey may bie, lest they should bc left on
their hands when incapicitated by sgt. The
danger apprehcnded would be lessened by the
translation af manîsters from time ta rime ta
congregations for which thcv mightb lc adapt.
ed. We do not find thc Episcopalian aud
Metbodist churches cammitting tbe mistake
ni appointiug Young men fresb from college
ta large tnwn or ciby churches. lb is flot in
these churches that we find a premium on
youth and inexperience, and disrespect for
veterans an bbc Lord's service. Ib is in the
churches in whicb the calling system prevails
that these evils arc mosr seriously fcît. And
tbc cause is flot far ta seek.

Ib is ta bc hoped that in the combined wis-
dam ai bbc General Assembly same system
simîlar ta the anc suggested rnay lic matured,
oi some other means devised for tbe combina-
tion ai ecclesiastical direction and aUthority
with tht papular choice in securing pastars
for congrcgations. Tht subject is worthy ai
nias: serious consideration, for tbc evils anis-
ing from aur present sysbcmn are bcyoud ques-
tion. It is na: worthy ai aur church simply
ta acknowhedgc tbc existence ai the evils, and
supinely submit ta tbemn as inevîtable.

J. L. MURRAY.
Kincardine, 0.

PREA CH.NG : A REPL Y TO R, A. DIX.

Mr.Editor:In aletter which appeared iD your
columns sanie ime ago farn R. A. Dix, those
rwo very remarkable prcop)sitions are stated
i st. 1 "Gven pain, iaitbful preachiug ai tbc
Gospel of Christ by men in whomn is maniiesr
samebhing ai the Spirit ai Christ, sud the
cry far change will wax fainter and fainter."
ý,ud. "Given preaching designed ta attracb
but warranted not ta offeud, etc., and nat anly
will thc feverish dcmaud graw, but tbc very
office af pastor will become a hissing sud a
reproacb." I would fain hope that Mr. Dix
rhraugh a mistake reversed tbc conclusians
sbown irom bis premises. But, sad ta say,
Mr. Dix is nat tbc only onue who gives expres-
sion ta thase sentiments, lb is such senti-
ments spoken sud acted upan which are fas.t
making tht office ai pastar in the Presbytcr-
ian Cburch a bssang sud a reproach. That tbc
preacbîng ai Christ and Pauil sud tht ather
Apostles was faithfül sud plain, goes witbout
saying it. Vet, judged by Mr. Dix's rule,
tbey paoved mîserable failua-es. If Christ
tauglit anything more plainly than another,
a: was that Hîs disciples might cxpect ta
makc encmîes by speaking thc rrutb. 1: is
the same at the present day. lb is thase min-
isters wba preacb most plainhy sud faitbiuihy
that are cas: ail. I couid naine mauy excel-
lent ministers wha were cas: aff because they
apposcd bbc drink traffic sud advacated prohibi-
tion boa plaanly. Tht wrter ai thas letter as anc
wha sulffred for that cause. lb is surprising
that in ail tbc correspondence on this subject
no ont bas a word ta say about flnding cm-
ployment for uncmployed ministers. The
motta of Gencral Booth, the head af the Sal-
varian Army, is, stick ta the uucmploycd.
That motta bas aaa place ' in the Canada
Presbyterian Churcb. 1: i8 not by abusing
this class sud declarng that it is their oawn
fsult'that thel- are aut ci empioymcnt, that
a remcdy is ta beb ond, but by iorming a
simple, easy systcm ai transfer.

D. McNAUGHTON.

cbrietian £1nbeavor.
b'OR WHA T 1)0ES OUR DENVOefl-

NA TION S TA AD (MEEiTIN'G
LED BV THE PASTOR)

Februery ititi.

It îs flot likely titat many pastors read this
column. Indeed it is hardlv to be expe:tedl
that tbey would, because st was flot intend.d
for thcm. Ail that bas ever been attempted
here bas been to suggcst a few thoughts
wbicb mîght help the young people in pre-
paring for the meetings af the socicty As
the meeting this week is to be led by the
pastor it seems scarcely necessary ta make
any notes upon the topic. Some congrega.
tions, bowever, are vacant and so for the sake
of those Endeavorers wbo belong to such
congrcgatians, a few notes will be given as
usual.

It is only fair to state at the outset that ail
evangelical denamninations bave much in com-
mon. As a denonîination we have neyer re-
garded ourselves as the sole custodians of the
trutb. We believe certainly, that our doc-
trine and polity are tborougbly scriptural, but
while we know tbat others differ from us on
some points, wc also recognize the fact that
they agree with us in many others. The
Nicene creed would be accepted by us ail.
Sa wble wc state a few things for which our
denomination stands, we shaliflot be under-
stood as saving that others do not stand,
measnrably at least, for the same.

i. la doctrine, our denomination stands
pre-emninently for the sovereignty of Cod. We
regard Him as the supreme, absolute, eternal
S wvereign of tbe universe. This truth may
be taken as the basis of ail our systemn. We
cmpbasize the truth that God rules in the
armies of heaven and amang the inhabitants
of the earth ; that salvation in its beginnixig,
prdgress and completion is ta be trac zd ta
Him, and that for His own glory H-e bath
ioreordained wbatsoever cometh ta pass. if
we intelligently grasp these principles we
shall be the better able ta understand ail the
otber distinctive features of our doctrine.

2. It stands for civil and religious liberty.
It was for tbis that aur fathers fought and
died. Tbey resisted encroacbmeuts upon
this liberty wbether made by civil or ecclesi-
astical authority. So naw while we concedle
ta others the privilege of warshipping God as
they choose, we claim the righrta worship
Him according ta, the principles af His word
and the dictates of our awn consciences.

.3 I stands for the widest possible range ai
scriptural liberality ; sorte wrangly suppose
that wve are narraw and exclusive, whereas
we are anytbing but that. We invite tbe
members af ail evangelical denominations ta
sit with us at the communion table. If a
minister of another denomination niakes ap.
plication ta be received int ours, and if that
application be accepied, bis ordination, no
matter how, or by whom performed, is re-
garded as a valid anc. Wben ministers ar
ruling eiders are ordained they are expected
ta subscribe ta aur standards, but na sucb
subscription is required of ordinary members.
They are received on the simplest passible
terms, viz. :-faith on the Lard Jesus Christ
and a credible evîdence of that faitb in the
daily lufe.

4. It stands for order and for the rights af
ail the membcrs. The rigbts ai the humblent
member are guarded just as sacredly as are
those af an eider, minister, or even the moder-
ator af the General Assembly. Il a member be
wronged by a Session, he can appeal ta aa
higber court, and from the bigher ta tbe
bighest.

5. Our denamninatian stands for education.
Our ministea-s are required ia taire a tbarough
coilegiate course. Our whole system af
doctrine and polity are sa logîcal, 50 system.
atic, that it could hardly be intrusted ta an
ignorant mînistry or an ignorant people.

6. Our denamîination stands for the evan-.
gelîzation cf tbe worid. WVe regard it as aur
duty ta go into al .the worid and prcach the.
gospel ta every creature. Recognizing as we
do the tact tbat Christ is the anly King and
Head af the cburch, we ledl that we dare not
gnore His last great command,


