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Froy a Blue-book issued to members of the Free
Church General Assembly, it would appear that for
the year to 31st March, 1885, the membership of the
Church stood at 324,020, as compared with 322,263
for the previous year, giving an increase of 2,023.
Some cight congregations, however, had made no
return,

PrixceroN Theological Seminary carnes off the
honour of contributing the largest number of mission-
arics to the Foreign field. The year has been excep-
tional with all the United States Church schools save
this eldest of the number.  Thus of eleven graduates
who offer themselves for the Foreign ficld, ten are
from Princeton, where weekly meetings in the in-
terest of this cause have been held.

A VERY interesting and impressive ordination ser-
vice was held in St. Paul's Church, Montreal, on Fri-
day evening last.  The Rev. Robert Campbell Mur-
nay, B.A, was solemnly ordained as a missionary to
Central’ India, for which he departs in about two
months. Rev. R. H. Warden, Moderator of Montreal
Presbytery, presided, Rev. James Barclay preached an
able and appropriate sermon. The newly-ordained
missionary was addressed by Professor McLaren, and
the congeegation by Principal Forrest, Halifax.  Mr.
Murray is supported by St. Paul’s congregation, Mon-
treal.

AX old recipe for grumbling, or to cure it, says the
Pittsburgh Unsted Presbyterian, reads : ** Go to work.”
Itis a good one and ought to be used in the churches
as much as any place clse. The growler is never
busy. The fault-finuer has ecmpty hands. The scolder
gives little money.  But if one be kearty in his doing
he lives above the low level of carping and criticism,
He is in the region of gratitude and hope, and dwells
in the sympathy of his Master.  All reasons combine,
indeed, to teach us that our salvation is in qur de-
voutly obeying the Saviour’s call to sow His seed and
reap His harvests.

THERE were ominous fears and confident predic-
tions that influences at work, strengthened by the
Dominion Senate’s action, would check the advance
of the Scott Act in constituencies where it was still to
be voted upon.  The fears have been dissipated and
the predictions remain unfulfilled. The county of
Perth it is true has given an adverse verdict, but by
asmall majority.  Lincoln has givenan unmistakable
majority in favour of the Act, and the populous and
progressive county of Middlesex in alt its three rid-
ings has rolled up a majority that evidences the
strength of the popuiar feeling in relation to Temper-
ance legislation.

Tne “minister’s bad boy,” says the Iuterivr, is
coming to the head of the class.  In a recent French
work on scicnee and scicntists, the author calls atten-
tion to the fact which he shows to be true, that the
sons of ministers furnish eminent names in all depart-
ments of learning, very largely in excess of thosc of
other classcs. Not only as historians, philosophers
and poets, but as scientists, do the sprigs of theology
excel.  In fact, the son of a minister is more likely to

become a scientist than is the son of a scientist. They

have done more for the progress of civilization than
the sons of any other professional class  Query * I«
this because their mothers are farmer's dauphters ?

UNivERsITY-pLACE Church, New York, has’ for
twa Sabbath cvenings been occupied for the deliv-
ery of discourses to classes of students about tojradu
ate. On June 7th Dr. John Hall, Chancellor of the Uni
versity of that city, preached the baccalaurcate sermon
for that institution before a crowded assembly. i
text was Psalm xevii. t 3 “The Lord retgneth ; let the
carth rejoice.” It was, says the New York 77 anygelist,
a clear, strong presentation of the great fuuts of Gods
personal, righteous, and glorious domumion i nature,
providence, and grace, and an appeal to the young men
starting in life to choose God for their Lord, and
accept His service and His sway.

Tt proposal made m the Lstabhished Church As-
scmbly that all ordained Presbytenan mmisters in the
United Kingdom should be eligible to be called and
scttled as parish ministers, was agiced to by 108 to
forty, and sent down to 1M1esbyteries mn terms of the
Barvier Act. It was strongly supported by Dr. Cun-
ningham and others ; but Professor Milligan held that
the opening of such a back door would enly exdite
prejudice, and take out of the hands of the Churh
the control of the training of ministers. Principal
Tulloch and Dr. Phin desired to refer thyoverture to a
committee for revision, but Dr. Cunningham Jdedlined
to give way, preferring to have the decision of the full
house to that ¢f a few members on olic of the using
days of the Assembly.

THREE years ago the Belgian authonties dedided
to open their universities to women. At unc of the
Belgian schools there are nineteen women, at another
five ; and of those who attended lectures at Brussels
three passed the examinations, cemr lende. The medi-
cal faculty of Parisunmbers twenty five women among
its students. The “ higher course for women” at St
Petersburg, is now pursued by 302 women, and since
its establishment has had 9o3 names enrolled, of whom
580 were in the departments of, mathematic, and nat-
ural philosophy. Similar courses have heen estab-
lished at Kazan and Kiev. In Germany a number
of universitics, though not all, admit women tu vanous
departments.  Not long ago a Russtan fady attended
theological lectures in Leipzig.

‘THE projected union of the Waldensian and Free
Italian Churchies, says the Christian Leader, has lately
been exposed to  and has happily trimmphed over
serious risks. So commendable an ubjeet could nut es-
cape the special attention of the cnemy.  Persistent
cffurts weremadetoruin thescheme by Christian people
who were in no way concerned in it.  'We arc thank.
ful 1o learn the project is still safe.  Siguor Ginaza
arrived in London the other day to commence deputa-
tion work in Britaun. Thefarthful veteran has recovered
agoodly portion of his former vigour. e writes of the
college work in Rome that there never were so many
applications for adwmission by young men of cxcellent
parts, of studious habits, and to all appearances truly
converted, as there were last winter.

THE cxcise commission, it is stated, in Bengal
some time ago made a proposition that liquor dealers
should not bhe allowed to sclect prominent sites on
the thoroughfaies for their shops without obtaining
the consent of the municipal board. They did so be-
cause they perceived that the life of the drink traffic
lics in the casc with which a craving for the poison can
be created and increased.  But the other day a com-
mittee of suburban ratepayers having its headquarters
at Bhowanipur, and compnsed of well to-do natives,
sent 2 memorial to the Bengal board of revenue in
which they boldly propose that local opinion be taken,
not through organized bodics, but by a plebisate of
the inhabitants of the village or the street my which
the attempt to sct up a liquor shop is bc‘.n? made.
Thus these natives of India have rcached indepen-
dently the local option platform.
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I is stated that an effort is being made to continue
the New Orleans Esposition through anothier winter ;
and hereupon the Sowth- Western Prestyterian endeav-
ours to point ont the mistake made by the manage-
ment i keeping the great show open on the Sabbath,
It argues that even from a business point of view it
would have been a wise poliey to close on that day,
whereas spedial Sunday attractions were advertised
and expenses wourred,  The writer closes thus sig-
niticantly . *We give the new management this fact
to ponder . There were nearly as many people in one
Presbyterian Churdh m the aity, each Sabbath during
the kaposition, as were upon the Exposition grounds.”
The First Preshyterian Churcly, Dr, B, M, Paliner’s,
1s doubitless referred 1o, And it 1s to be said that no
unusual attractions were advertised there, and the
pastor persisted in his habit of preaching pretty long,
old-fashioned sermons  But then he isa “workman”

IN the repoit on Sabbath observance presented at
the Free Church Assembly, special reference was
made to Sabbath work at the Forth Bridge, in
trawhug, rulway escnsons, the opening of museums,
tram- ar traftic in Glasgow, shopkeeping, delivery of
leaters, pleasare seching of summer visitors, wander-
‘g loitanng, et Mil Mathew, Haddington, having
comdemned the action of Mt John Bright in regard
tu the delivery of letters on the Sabbath, Principal
Drouglas reminded the Assembly that Mr. Bright was
a Quaker and nut a Presbytenan, and should not be
judged by their standards. They were sometimes
carivatured, he said, as if thar religion was Sabbath-
keeping, and bad torn the Fourth Commandment
from the Decalogue and made it the sum and sub-
starwe of their Chostianity,  They had only wished
to zive it an equal place with the other nine, Mr,
John Madaren,elder, pleaded for a good example to
be set in tlus matter by mumisters themsclves.

Muxicipat and public bodies in France and Spain
seem ansious to conceal as much as possible the
actual facts relating to the spread of cholera. That
it entsts and has been spreading in various places in
Spain is undeniable, though it 15 evident that in order
to prevent undue apprehension and panic the real truth
is not divulged. Speculation has been indulged in
whether the dread scourge will appear on this Western
continent during the present scason.  Tine alone will
determine thus,  Meanwlile the duty of the hour is
obvious, Sanitary organizations must be vigilant and
give tmely advice to the people.  Municipal authori-
ties will do well to direct constant cffort to keeplanes
and streets in a state of thorough cleanliness and use
their power unpartially for the removal of whatever
15 prejudivial to the public health, while private citi-
zens must pay scrupuious attention to sanitary laws,
Then, should the scourge come, while neglecting no
proper presaution the people must place their trust in
Him who said. “Thou shalt not be afraid for the
pestitence that walleth in darkness ; nor for tle des-
truction that wasteth at nooutlay.”

ANoTHER important Temperance victory has been
achieved. Some of the minor amendments made on
the Scott Act by the Senate have cither been adopted
or modificd by the House of Commons. The main
amendment, permitting the sale of wines and beer in
counties that had adopted the Canada Temperance
Act, was the chief issuc in the debate, and though
cfforts were made to make its details less objection-
able, they were all aimed at carrying out the nutila-
tion of the \Act. 1t is matter for profound thankfulness
that all these cfforts failed, and the Commons have
succeeded in mamtammg the mtegnty of the Scott
Act. Messrs. Jamieson, Fisher, Foster, and others
spoke carnestly and cficctively against the Senate
amendments and with a degree of success that wall be
lughly appreciated by the majority of people through-
out the Dominion, certainly in Ontario and in the
Maritime Provinces.  The friends of Temperance will
recognize their responsibility and duty in the oppor-
tugty now affurded them of working more energetis
cally than ever in urging the adoption of the Canada
Temperance Act in the constituencics that have not
yet fallen into line,



