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ORGANIC UNION OF CRHURCHES.
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Let us now ask, which of the Protestant Churches
in Canada are already so closely allied, so really one
in race, language, spirit, doctrine, polity, modes of
worship and procedrre, that they might be looked to
for the initiation of a union movement. To begin
with, thers is nothing to keep Congregationalists and
Presbyterians apart, The fact that they exist as
separate Churches in this country, with distinct insti.
tutions, agencies, and missions, shows how completely
we are the slaves of names and tradition. Again, if
the Baptists would, as regards the mode of baptism,
fmitate the freedom which, according to # The Teach-
ing of the Apostles,” prevailed In the early Church,
and would as regards the subjects of baptiem, give
liberty to Christian parents, who from their own
relationship to the Lord believe that thelr children
are “holy,” to dedicate them to Him In baptism and
accept his graclous promises sacramentally on their
Lahalf, there is nothing to keep us apart. It is clear
that a united Church must, with reference to disputed
poiats, be based on liberty, It must be comprehen.
sive. Certainly, baptism with water {s a small thing,
and it is almost ludicrous that a Church should be
based on the notion that a hogshead rather than a
handful of water is absolutely essestial in administer-
ing the ordinance. Baptism by and in the Spirit is

“what we all need.

So far, there algkt to be little difficulty, and yet it
strikes me that there'will be still less, when we come
to the Methodist Chdrch. Uandoubtedly, it differs
from us in polity and doctrine. So much the better,
for thus we shall be able to tgSt what the principle of
uoion is worth. The Methodist polity is essentially
Presbyterian, as Dr. W. BfPope, of Didsbuty College,
points out in hjs Conpenflium of Theology, now a
favourite tu<t-vook in Methodist seminaries. In
consequence of ths recent union in Canada, the
feature ot superintendency has been added—a feature
congenial to our system, one that we need, and one
that would bring us Into line with the great Lutheran
Church. We‘had spperintendents in john Koox's
day. At the meeting of the General Council at Bel-
fast this year, one of the rising men of the Fres
Church gave vojce to a very general feeling that had
already found expressioff in the General Assembly, to
the effect that some #uch officers are needed in the
Scottish Church And if needed in Scotland, how
much more in Canada | Complaints are made among
us that ministers and congregations never see the face
of what is called a “leadiag” minister, unless one
comes the way to collect for College Butldings or
Endowments or for a special fund of some kind.
Aud why should they, under our system? Eves * lead-
ivg ” ministers have work of their own sdo, 1f the
Church wishes to get other work out of them, the
Church must szt them apart to the service.

As to doctrine, I hold with Dr. Briggs, of Union
Seminary, New York, one of fthe two managing
editors of the Presbyterian Review, that ,a true
Reformed Church must include evangelical Armi- (
nians. His words, in the Apnl number, in an article
on the question of the admission of the Cumberlaad
Presbyterians to the Alliance, strik~ the nght key-
note.

¢ Armininism,* he says, ¢‘ is histosiczlly one wing of the
Reformed camp. Io other words, the Reformed charches
br~ke into two hostile camps, Synod-ol-Dort Calvinism and
Arminiansm. In our judgment, the Alliance has no other
historical and consistent policy than to recognize and admit
to sts tellowship the Evanpelical Arminiznism. This recog-
nition has already Seen given fo the Continental Churches
which are Bvangeli-al Arminian. . . . . We look forward
1o the time when the Church of Christ shall be one. We
are not willing to sacnfice the unity and hopes of ecclesias.
tical combinations for tbe sake of perpetuating schism and
% ~eration on minor issues. We believe that the Alliance

‘ be far stropger and more consisteat in its policy if it
raise the baaner about which eventually Methodism may
rally with us, and to which the Apglican Episcopal Church
may come, when it abandons the .unscnptural dogma
of apostoli. ai sucression of dio .san bishops and ordination
by them alone.”
~ What gives point to (his language is that

Alliance took the action he recommended. D
Briggs gees on to quote from a letter of the late
distinguished Henry B. Smith, Professor of Theology
in Union Seminary, to a Methodist clegymen xs

kkg}s, and die fighting for an immoartal Hope and

follows :

“ What {s it that keeps Methodists and DPresbyterians
apart ? Is itanything essentiol to the Church or even to its
well-belog, For one, Idomos think thatitis. Your so.
cailed Arminlanlsm, being of grace and nat of snatwry, is {n
harmony with car symbols. It is a wide outlook, which
looks to an avlesiastical union of Methodists.and Presby.
terians ; but I am convinced that it s «itsl for both, and
for Protestantism and for Christianity vs. Romanism in this
country, and it Is deslrable (\’r se. 1 am alto persuaded
that our differences are metely intellectuat (metaphysical),
and not moral or spiritual ; in shon, formal and not
material,*

I do not care to add anything to those weighty
words. It is becoming clearer to the Christian con.
sclousness that the Bible Iacludes the two sides °f
truth, which have been seized upon by the Presby.
terian and Methodist Churches respectively. Holy
Scripture asserts unmistakeably, without attempting to
reconcile, man's frece-will and God’s sovgreigaty.
Presbyterlanisra ioo asserts both ltw‘)hs, buv%uuers
the first in a whisper and the secqnd 'with a trimpet.
Methodism too asserts both, butiyt\akes the trumpet
to the first truth, wad givedus thefecond'in a whisp-r.
Christians are_goming to think that the Bible way
is the more excellent way.

And what of the Aoglican Episcopal Church ! Who
can help honouring that grand historical Church, now
so full of life? But until it settles whether it belongs
to the Reformed camp that would give it eager wel-
come, or to the hlerarchy that laugh its pretensions to
scorn, it Is useless for us to talk union to it, however
willingly we may interchatge ccurtesies or co-operate
in special departments of work. One thing is very
clear to me, and thatis, that we have no right to
upbraid it with being unwilling to unite with other
Protestant Churches, untit we who have accepted
unreservedly the principles of the Reformation have
accomplished unlon among curselves, It will be time
enough to think of the second step when we hava
taken the first,

But why, it may be asked, should we take this first
step? Why? “ God wills it” was once conviction
potent enough to set Europe on fire, to make men, by
the tens and the hundreds of thousands, madly eager
to sell houses and lands, in order that with red cross
on banner and shield and shoulder they might go
forth. crusade after crusade, and pour out their heart's
blood on the burmning sands of the East, if perchance
thereby they might win for Cbristendom Christ's
grave. Why, is it asked? Because, God wills it.
The doors of universal heathendom arc open for
the first time since Christ gave the Charch its march-
ing orders. The Macedonian cry is actually world.
wide, now for the first time. Dare we say that this
Providvace imposes no obligation on the Church?
Dare we be satisfied with use and wont in presence
of this stupenduous fact? Besides, modern saciety
demands a new demoenstration ghat Christ is liviog,
and that His Church is able to discern the signs of
the times. Social questions are pressing upon us,
before which all our verbal differences sink into
insignificance. Democracy has gained the victory
over all it* snemies so completely that its omnipo-
tence, if not its right, is questioned by nobody. And
the question now is, what will democracy do with its
victory ? That depends on whether Christianity can
take hold of and pour its spirit into democracy or not.
It can do so ounly by reorganizing itself, only by
realizing its own ideal. Democracy will rather have
the rudest realities than the most ancient and most
elegant shams. It will not accept as Christianity
cushioned pews and halt a dozen competing sects up
town, and a mean looking mission chapel with a half.
starved city missionary down town. It will not accept
words, howevergrand, nor dead issues, nor isms that
have to be laboriously explained. The Church asit
wasint he heart and brain of Jesus Christmust be in-
carnated.

The most devoted men and women within the
Churches are longing to bear the advance ounded.
A great thought inspires men. The call to a new
movement gives new life. No longer have they to
lie among the pots, no longer to abtide by the stuff,
They hear the Master's call, and they follow Him,
fearing nothing. * Bliss is it then to he alive.” See
what a new thought could .do evén. for- the peor
Y French sans cv.te of 1893, who, roused from
long death-sleep, could rush at once to the fron.
aith of deliverance for him and his!™ The lung
struggles i England, identified with the name of
Wilbexforce, to deliver the nation from the sins of the

slavestrade and then of siavery, ennobled Eoglishmon,

They gave to every Eoglishmen a"wider conception
of freglom and a loftier pride in the great name of
England. Even the struggle to get cheap bread for
the people, with which the much less heroic name of
Cobden is identified, quickened the pulse of national
feeling, Nothing in this century did so much for the
people of the Uoited States—so much permacent
good, so much to elovate and purify thelr national
ckaracter—as the war to preserve the Union and get
rid of slavery. The enthmlasm of humanity took
possession of a people who w. 2 becoming hopelessly
materialized. The masses wen, Ulted up intoa higher
atmosphere., A na.ion that in .~he7 earnest had
called the dollar * a’mnighty  threw in:o a gulfl appar-
ently bottomless coun less milhions ot dollars, and
drained its daacest ve.os under the inspiration of a
great purpose, So hasit ever beco with the Chusch,
It becomes weak and paltry wher “it walks in its
silver slippers.” When signi. ¢'e solemn League and
Covenant that imp'ies the pillory and the gibbet to
the signers, but that is to preserve the life of three
kingdoms, it glows with Divine beauty. Andso must
{t ever be. Such an influence on Christian character,
Christian life, and Christian work would come, I
verily bel'ave, in no‘small measure, from a union
between the Metfotlist12nd Presbyterian Churches.
Suck a uanion 1 bring lus nearer to God. It
woulu be a step towards the formatlon of that regen-
erated society for which we pray.

How can thig thing be? It must gorne from God,
but each of us can Ielp to prepare the way and each
of us is responsible for what he is able to do. We
must talk it ap, write it up, preach it up. We mus
work for it, make sacrifices for it, pray for it. The
great thought will then take possession of the heart
and mind of the Church, and the Church will say that
the thing must be. And when it comes to that, those
who are opposed had better stand out of the way.—
From the Methodist Magasine for Seplember.

WHY WE HONOUR PRESBYTERIANISM.

Nothing is more fcreign to my disposition and pur-
pose than to deaw nvidious comparisons, or to make
comments of any kind on the faith and forms of other
churches. I desire only to suggest a faw of the rea.
sons why we regard our own as worthy of the warmest
devotion of its sois. And the light of history has
been invoked, that in that light we might more clearly
trace the developmdgtQof its life through ages of
conflict and persecstion, and that we might the better
appreciate some of the characteristics which commend
it to our reason and endear it to our hearts,

1. We honour it for the strict conformity of its
cutward organization to what we understand to be the
primitive mode! of the church of the apostles; the
parity of its ministry ; its representative form of gov-
ernment ; the minister to labour in word aad doc-
trine ; the ruling elder to co-operate with him in 2il
that pertains to its spiritual control ; the deacons to
have oversight of its temporal interests ; each freely
working in his own appropriate sphere, all acting in
unison with refcrente to » common end. all assimi-
lated by a common standa/d of doctrine and discipline,
and compacted into a unity secured by a system of
representative assemblies.

2. We honour it because of the spirituality of its
services, and the simplictty of its forms of worship and
mode of administering the divine ordinances.

3. We honour it because of its boldness and fidelity
in proclaiming and defending allthe doctrines of God's
work—even those which have always been muost
uncongenial to the natural heart—doctrines which
sume suppress, which others qualify and which others
repudiate. .

4. We honour it because, in sharp con’rast with
those systems of falth which enchain and enfeeble
the uaderstanding by suppressing free inquiry and
com:nitting both thought and conscience to the keep-
ing of spiritual guardians, the tendency of the Presby-
terian system has been to encourage invertigation, to
vindicate the right of private judgment, and to stimu-

.late and develop the intelligence of the people—the

demanstration of which is to be found in the splendid
literature it has created ; in the contributions of its
writezs;:to mental, wmoral, acd physical sclence,
and ab'ove'dl{ft' heology, the queen of all the sci-
ences ; soThat, Wherever our church bids Beén plinted,
itsfruits have been seen in the school, the academy
the college, and the ur. crsity, the free press, the free
Bible, the free pulpit, and the free people.
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