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high authority. Dr. Lawson reports as
follows :

The Yarmouth Connty Agricultural Soci- |

ety numbers 250 members, and is \vit]1011t
exception the larzest society in the Province.
Tt has been actively engaged fur fifteen years
in introducing new implements, new varieties
of vegetables and fruit, and for fourtecn yeurs
past_annual exhibitions have been held, at
which latterly a sum of about $1,000 is ex-
pended in prizes. ‘This year the prizes
offered amount to 2,000,  Although this is
a Distriet Exhibition embracing the Counties
of’ Digoy aud Shelburne, as well as Yarmouth,
yot ths exhibits are chietly frowm this County,
and it is mainly through the energy of those
members who are within convenient reach of
the town that the exhibition 13 being carried
out. Still therc arc some very creditable
exhibits from n distance, and a few from other
Countics. Some years ago the broad prin-
ciple“was adopted of opening the competition
o ali.

The improvements in Stock have been
anderteken chiefly with a view ‘o the dairy,
and excellent Jerseyy have been ir‘roduced,
as well as Ayrshires, and at an earlier period
Devons from New Brunswick.

The cultivation of the finer kinds of hot
house grapes in cold graperies has been pue.
sued for some years in the town with mawked
success. The vineries of the Hon. L. E.
Baker, Capt. Hugh Cann, Capt. Georse H.
Lovett and 8. Killam, Senr., being specinll
noticeable. The general taste for horticul-
ture is rapidly extending, as may be scen by
the improved grounds and mardens around
the residences, which are protected by trim
hedges of spruce and English hawthorn.

’Igl\e fruit tables show s fine apples, in
several varicties, as can be seen anywhere.
These are mostly from inland districts, but
even on the sea-shore there are some kinds
that flourish more luxuriantly than in the
warm valleys of Auanapolis. The Keswick
Codlin (a very useful household fruit long
held in esteem in England) is laden with
beautiful fruit in the gardens avound Yar-
mouth Harbor, and Grime’s Goldes Pippin,
trom inland locaditics in this County, have
ween shown at some former Provincial Exhi-
bitions of a finer quality than from any other
part of the Province.

The exhibits of Dairy Stock, of field roots,
of garden vegetables and of dairy produce,
all show that theve is every prospect of re-
ward to those who eugage in improvement
anl extended effort in these departments.

Yavaouth lias been hitherco derendent for
water supply upon springs and public wells,
but within the last year the water of Lake
Gearge, nine miles fiom 152 fown, has been
brought in by a system of iron pipes, and hag
not only conduced to the comfort of the in-
habitants, but is calculatzd to hmprove the

BB sanitary condition of the place, to give pro-

tection from fire, and especially to lead to
the extension of cectain manufactures. The
Woollen Factory is no'v in active operation,
and business, which has for some years been
very much depressed, is rapidly reviving.
The railway is bringing in beavy trains of
deals, spars, ship timber ond other forest and

82 mill products. The passenger travel on the

rilway has greatly increased, the facilities

& aforded by sami-weskly trips to Boston and

Portlanad giviug o farge through traffic.
The Society has made special efforts by

# premiums and otherwise to stimulate farmers

)

to the growth of grain, and to experiments on
the most preductive varieties.  One result is
that four grist mills have been established.
One exhibitor has this year raised forty
bushels of wheat from three pecks sown. The

i increase of the growth of grain within the
| last few years has been from an inconsider

able quantity to many thousands of bushels,

There are at present four ser-going steam-
ers lying at the wharves.”

T'o the people of Yarmouth, much of
the information caontained in this valuable
swmmary is already well kuown, but 9,
the proceedings of theday will be scanned
by people who do wut lelung to the
County, I am quite sure a large part of
whet this paper contains will be new to
the rest of the Province, and will afford
evidencss of u very gratifying charagter
to those Counties in which Yarmouth is
kuown ounly as a large ship-buildiug and
ship-owning community.

This Exhibition is ouly Sectioual, but it
is to bo fvilowed by oue that is to be Pro-
vincial. ‘The one, therefore, may be con-
sidered as preparatory to the other; it
gives the opportunity of comparing notes
with one another, of testing your strength
in your own neighborhood. When you
have done this you will find what there
is among you that is most likely to bear
a more extended competition. ‘The Sec-
tional Exhibition collects the people in
each locality. It lets them see what
otherwise many of them would fail to see
—the best specimens of produce the
neiyhborhiood yields. It helps to iuterest
them in the pursuit- of agriculture—to
make them aim at improvement. It
tends to excite in them a desire to have on
tkeir farms the best stock, the best pro-
duce of all kinds which it is in their
power to grow. If this were a Provin-
cial Exhibition, desigued for the whole
people, it would be attended mainly by
the inhabitants of the central Counties,
who have already made great strides in
agricultural impruvements; while it is
veally most important that the peuple of
even other parts of the Province, who
have made less progress in that branch
of industry, should catch the spirit which
has already produced such great results
among certuin sections of our people. If,
therefore, the people in the more distant
Counties cannot at first be induced to
come to an exhibition at the centre, the
exhibition must leave the ceutre and
come to them. If the coflin will not
come to Mahomet, Mahomet inust come
to the coffin.  When the exhibitors have
become interested iu the subiect, when
they have tested their strength and asce -
tained what are the things i which ths
excel, they will be better qualified and
and more disposed to meet ata central
exhibition and try conclusions with alt
comers. .

I bope sincerely that the present effort
will give a stimulus to the agriculture of

this psrt ot the Province. It is always a
groat advantage to have more than one
string to your bow. If there is auy oue
thing more than another that ussures
Nova Scotin of a steady aud uniform pros-
perity, not a spasmodic and intermittent
oie, it 18 the variety ot her resources. In
the average whici. pature always estab-
lishes in her arrangements, there may be
o failure in one ot the several branches of
business, but they do not all fail at one
and the smne time, Disaster may over-
take one crop, but it does not destroy all
the crops at the same time. If an adverse
year occurs in shipping or in ship-build-
ing, in lombering or in mining, in the
fisheries or in trade, it will not happen to
all these branches of businessat the same
time. ‘Thus, where the resources are
various, there may be a failure of one or
more for a time, and still there may re-
main au average of prosperity and suc-
cess. No people are so liable to serious
reverses as those who ave wholly dopen-
dent on a single industry. As it is with
a Province so it is with a County or city.
In the variety of resources consists the
most certain assurauce of a continuous
prosperity. Even now there are many
people who affect to fear that the halcyon
days of ships and ship-building are over
for Nova Scotia, They see or think they
sce o revolution going on in reference to
the ocean highway, somewhat similar to
that which has taken place on land. ‘They
think that steam is fast becoming the
motive power by which ships are to be
propelled, and that iron is rapidly super-
seding wood iu their construction. But
in the battle bstween wind aud wood on
one side, and steam and iron on the other,
victory will perch on the stendards of the
new power and the new matevial, There
is probably much exaggeration in these
statements. They may apply only toa
small clags of shipping, or to shipping
engaged in special classes of trade. But
whetler the statements be true or false,
it canuct but be wise in every community
largely interested, as p*any parts of Nova
Scotia are, in tho shipping business, to
have additional resources in other
branches of industry.

The Exhibition of to-day and the state-
ments contained in Dr. Lawson’s paper,
zhow that your people do not undervalue
the advantages of agricultural products.
They show something more—they proveo
that already you uot only have achieved
some distinction in this pursuit, but that
you have engaged in a variety of other
branches of industry, independently of
that in which you have made such large
accamulations. It proves thai the energy
and enterprise, the busivess skill and
ability, which have built ships; which
have competed for trade in the markets
of the world, and competed successfully ;
which have evriched your people and
beautified your whole coast, is ready to



