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iii the United States as a wliole ; J'or wliile tliere %vcre but 47 schools
%'itlî 12,900) pupilq iu New England iu 1870, thi number bias grown
to 189 lu 1886 witi C-1,709 pupils. l)uriug this periol tic number
of pirocluial schools in tiue country hiad grown front 1214 with 257,-
600 pupils iii 1870 to 2697 with :)37,725 pupils iii 1886. Tiiere are
no doubt over 600,000 chldren now lu tlîcse scbools. To show how

the real work of instruction 18 attended to, it inay lie st4lted tlîat in
Lowcll, Mass., ne of the French Catholie Scbools lias 1300 children
witlî 17 teacliers to attend to thcxn, 76 children for cach instructor.

A question mnay sut this po)int bc "ked. Is is fair ta enquire whle.-
ther tlie ineans taken by the Rinan Catitolic clcrgy ta fi11 tlîeir paro-
chiai schools are ail of thin legitiniate. To wiiat extent, for instance,
is it legitimate to prevent parents froun sending tlieir children to, the
coninon solinols, as tlîey would choose to do if Ieft to their own judg-
nient, by telling theni that these institutions are 'Ilie-artlease, leadless
and G dles siffols of immotility ini which divorces oiginate 2"

To wlîat extent sliould the State allow institutions that lie P.t tlie
foîundation of the nation'a prosperity, ta Le maligned, gros.5ly niisre-
presented and falsely accused, by a foreigu lîierarcliy that wuill flot,
tliat cannet, Le satisfied with the privileges accoriled to ail other
creeds? It is no longerlhere a question of gain or loss ta the Romisi
population, tiiat wilI or xviII mlot Le benefited by the public schools *Tt becomes a far mnore serious question, a question of self-protection
and seif-preservation which the nation lias ta deal wvit1,.

%Ve may venture stili anotiier question. To what extcîît is it legi.n*
tiiute for the loïinisli cler«v of the United States or of Canada, ta
iîaterix-r witli tin religions liberty of the people untder thcmn, by re-
f usintg theni the rites of the (2burclî, iiuîls tlîev kecp out of the
Schools provided hy the St-ate and to support wvbiclî tliey pay taxes ?
Such and kindred questions inay be seriouisly coissidere(i.

Snch is the treiendous evil whiich the Uisited tl i. andc Prote-
tanît Ontario have allowed to take root in tiîeir rnidst liv tlîcir rail.
palîle laiuerfaire pohicy. 1{ow can it Le reniedied ? The question
is itiore emaily put thaîî auswered. A Protestant nation w'iIl always
"Munt the fullest tolera tion even to the grossest of ers. It ia in
this thiat 1{ome hRs the advantage. And yet toleration anl lieuse
aure two different t.hings. The American people giv'e the fullest
tolcration and yct tbey Jiang Annrchists who throw bombs. The
Itomnist does not throw bonils, but lie destro3's the nation other-
wise ; lie interfere with the greutt institutions of the ]and. How eau
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