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adverse criticism, it sately can be stated that criticisin bas
created mior-e literature than it lias destroyed and lias developed
more gmeius than it hias quenchied.

N.ow it requires no subtie reasoning to prove that, if crit-
icismi is a beniefit in literature and oratory, where man has
opportunity to revise and correct biis productions, it beconies
an absolute necessity where excellence in public speaking, is
to be reachied. And it is just because of this, that %ve tliink
the powvers of our Philosopical and Literary Society w,'ere
nowhiere 'viser in their day and generation, thian wbien tbey
instituted the office of critie, whose function it nwas to over-
hiaul thie literary productions and oratorical efforts of the
evening.

A mnisconception aniong soine of our students regrarding
this office seemns to blave germin ated and sprung up, at first
the Mlade, then the car and now the full cornii i the ear, thiat
the reiarks of the critie should be meirely somnething to
amuse, and that, the critic is a success only so far as lie lias
succeeded in eniterta,-iningr the society by givingt it a specimien
of witty banter, mnixed perhiaps withi unjust ridicule of somne
mlore or less unpopular student. You frequently hiear the
remnark from students as tbey %vend their wiay throughi the
corridors acter a mneeting: "Pretty dry criticisin, too nmattcr-of-
fact. Wbiy didii't lie gleL one off on Mr. B., etc ?"Thisý is surely
an erro-àeous conception.

Each bias blis own peculiar mannerisms, unknowil to Iii-
self, but -w'ich go far to mar hin as it public speaker. Pecu-
liarities of pronunciation, peculiarities of gesture iii the man-
ner of expressingr our thioughits, fallacies iii reasoning, niiisstate-
meuts of facts are coinimon to -rost, if not all of us. KL'ow ean
any'tbingr be more important tbian tîat, niow, wvben our habits
of speech are in the mouldîng, Nve should have our attention
called to those things whichi inýjure the efi'cct of wvhat -we ]lave
to say? T hie truc function of the cnitie is to cal ouirattenitioni
to tbose thingrs wvbicb scem to iru clcfects, and grive us an
opportunity, if wve hiave sense enoughi, to reform and improlve
our tixne.

IL ma.y not bc arniss boere to point out one or two of the


