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thiat wve cali, iii imagination, enter the ancicut citv, watch
thc sokilier noig lrub lhe streets, sec liiiii peering 'over the
battiemients to find wvhethcr 1ie caxi catchi a glinîpse of the ap-
proachîng Assyrian arniw. Wecàdn see the farmier bringing

is g;oo(ls to the ni-ket place. Wçe can sec the iierclia-iit
trafficking biis w~arcs, juggling with the epliali and shceckcl].

\Ve can enter thîe slave-xuarket and see thec poor (lebtor sold
for a pair of san(lals. \Ve caxi enter thie palaces of the richi

and se the ivory, couches and dlivans andl other signs of
Iuxurv': w~e can see the banquetingy chiamber, the scene of
drunk11,enness, and listen to tlie strains of music. We can sce
the hircd assassins killing their victinis iii broad daylighit; we

car ihear the lonely wayfarer's shout of terror as lie is wavlaid

by niur(lerers at niglit; w~e cari stand iii the gateway and sec

thec poor mani plead luis case, w~hile luis richi opponent slvlv

hands a bag of gold to, the judge. We can look withiout at

one of Baal's miagnificent temples; w~e dare flot enter axud bc-
hiold the scene withiin. Wc can enter the hiome of the righiteous

and listen to thieir nuournful words: " Hont long, O Lord, hiow~

long ?

M\Vhat are sonie of the lessoxîs, then, Nvhiicli we learri froxîî

ourV stu(lv of thiese books ?
i. It seenîs to us thiat our study throws liglit upoxi the de-

basixîg tendency of false religions. They always lead to cor-

ruption of xuîorals. Look at anciexît Bgypt; look at îîîodern

Inidia auud China. We lîcar it said 1w vers' learned muen iii

these tinies, tîxat thiere is trutu iii ail religions, and thiat muis-
sions to the lheathien on flhc part of Chiristian chiurches are a

iinistakze. \'e nilust confess tliat, on the contrary., the more

westudy Foreigun Missions, the miore we feel the unapproachi-

able einience of the Gospel of Clirist. And w~e feel assurc(]
thiat the rettrned nuissionary would tell us tiat thue pictures

of irreligion given byr Our tlîrc propliets find tlîeir exact couln-
tex-part ini Hiuîduisin axîd Buddluisiii to-da'..

2. Our phopliets also reveal to, us the only reniedy for social-

isiin. Thiere were terrible social problenis iii the northern


