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forged. In the five ¢., port local, the rarest of*
thew, in the forgery the rays are very unequal,
extending more to the right hand than to the
left, and the top feather of the cagle's wing is;
curved to the left, and the foot of the eagle dves
not touch it ; whereas in the genuine the wing
is curved upwards, and the foot touches it.

DOUBLE STAMP.

10 ¢., Cantonal Oblong. Composed of two Se.,
port local.

Until recently this Stamp has been supposed |
to be imaginavy.  The doubt of its authenticity
has however been effectually cleared up.

GENUINE. Foraep.
The ‘L' of * Port To-|The ‘I’ of ‘Port Lo
cal’ touches the bottom | cal’ does not touch the
of the shield. bottom of the shield.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. |

Nix, Montreal, C. E.~1t was through an oversight on
our part that your letter aud conteuts were not acknow-
ledged sooner. Al was correct therein.

Rarvnaen, H., Algiers.—The postage from Algiers to
New Brunswick, is, we believe, 80 centimes, and not 20,
as you put on your letter. Send us 2 fr,and 30 e. in un-
used French Stamps, and we will send the Gazette for!
one year, Yonr letter cost us1tr.350 ¢., which you ean
alvo send.

G. L. New York.—1. On the first of every month gen-
erally, hut sometimes n little later. 2. You cin ascertain
by looking over our advertising columns, 3. Stamps en-
closed all right,~thanks. 4. We havenone at present,

We should like to hear from W, B. B., Philadelphia

. W. K., Fredonia, N. Y,, and G. W, N. Y
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ST. JOHN, N. B., NOVEMBER, 1866,

Now that the Atlantic (ahle has been suceess-
fully laid, and the Confederation of Britich
America nearly completed, we hope that the
time is not far distant when the Postal arrange-
ments of our own and neighbouring provinces
will be revised and modified in accordance with
the progressive spirit of the age. Qur Postal
rates are liberal and low compared to what they
were in olden times, but much yet remainsto be
done to weet the growing wants of the people.
Compared with Great Britain and the lUnited
States, Colonial postage is high andthe means of
communication far from being as ;)rompt and
perfect as it might be.  The Penny Post-
age of the Mother Country marks an era in the
interchange of thou :ht. Tt was one of the greatest
reforms of the age, and has been producive
of beneficial results to every class in society.
While the penny postage of Britain is known
sud admired by the intelligent of the eivilized
world, the 3 cent postage of our neighbours
across the linesisnot less worthy of commendation
and imitation. Whilie in Britain 2 letter is
carried from Land’s Xnd to John O’Groat’s

for one penny, in the United States a letter of
similar weight is conveyed with despateh from
Calais to San Franciseo for 3 cents.  Compared
with these rates our postage is extremely high.
For instance trom St. John N. B. to St, John's
Newloundland it is 14 cents, while from this to
Great Britain it is 123 cents, and from here to any
village, town or city in the provinee 5 cents; and
from St. Stephen to Calais 10 cents. Then again
while a letter is brought from Sarnia to St. John
for 5 cents, it dropped in the Post Ofilee and car-
ried fromthereto thenext house it costs 2 for post-
age and 2{or delivery. Wedo not think it would
be wise toreturn to the old system of rating bydist-
ance. Such sliding seales are cumbrous, intricate,
difficult to work, and alwaysunsatisfactory. The
sooner obstacles placed in the way of a tree in-
terchange of thought whether inregard to domes-
tic relations, friendship. or business, the better it
will be for the people generally, free intercourse
awakens and cu{ti\'zlte:«: kindly teeling—facilitates
business and is anunmistakable sign of unbounded

intelligence,enterpriseand civilization. We would

like therefore to see our postal system assimilat-
ed to that of the Mother Conntry—with free de-
livery and a uniform rate of say 2 cents without
regard to distance but limited of course to the
present half’ ounce weight. A change of this
kind would no doubt be universally satistactory,
and a happy inaugurationof Confederation. With
a change of the sort suggested there would be a
deercase inthe revenue aceruing fromthis depart-
ment of the }mblie service, but it would not be
continuous, Theexpericnce of other places shows
that the quickening impetus given to letter writ-
ing makesmore thanamends for the apparent loss
the ratio of inerease in lettersbeing greater than
the reduction in rate.  When Sir Rowland Hili
first mooted his penny postage measure he was
derided by almost everybody, and had to battle
with almost every form of obloquy and opposi-
tion.  With an unwavering faith and inviacible
resvlution, he persevered and finully overcame
the jeers and predjudices of his couutrymen,
The **dream of his boyhood™ was realized : and
his countrymen have now for many years enjoy-
ed the blessings ot cheap postage, yet the evil
forbodings of the timid and time serving have
not come to pass. The Post Office department
in the Mother Country is now more popular and
useful as well as more remuncrative than ever
before—even in the paliniest days of high
postage and franking, We hope that the time is
near when a similar change will be made in re-
gard to letters in British’ America, and when
the ocean and forcign postage, which in many
cases is now so heavy, will be reduced to not
more than half its present rate. We carnestly
believe were this so, for one letter now carried
from’'one part of British Ameriea to another or
thenee to the United States or Great Britain.ten
would be mailed giving a much larger yearly
revenue than can_ever be realized under the
present system.  Had we the power we would
go cven farther than what has been suggested




