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PLEASANT HOURS.
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Now for n little

what I way wp to, I ten you
treat.”
He tank an old blue mug aut to o hivling place

whete e hept iy ester, iled b<omuyg, and ge

twrned  Jle offered the g to s eumpnn s,
but an wviable *no sir T met overy protier

from Sum

* s gemg tao muaeh,” one snid to nnother as
they saw S dunking. © 'he stulf' is straug”

Sun did stap, but s tosgue was Dosened and
his talk was sily by this time.”

“Hush " hosad. * What's that noise outside?
I'l go out”

He tovk the lautern in ono hand, his ewmpty
blue cider mug in the other, nud he went out
Heo was gone abuut hiftecn minutes and then re

turned,
“Where have you been, Sim 1" asked Sias.
“Been 1" ho veplied. Ol 1 went to the road

with some old fonl

“Who was 1it1" ashed John,

“ Couldu’'t sny, Juan  Nowme old fool, and I inti-
mated as much o hun.  You seo [ could not make
himn out, for he had on a long ulster, and a collar
was turned up aud the rim of his hat turned down.
T think he said he had lost his way.”

“Tost s way?” said Tim.  “Wonder who
it could have been? Oh [ tell vou, the man that
carries the mail to Tylerville! He cumes across the
mountain.apur, as wo call it, and fulks bave said it
was fool-hurdy.”

¢ PFact is—ha—-ha!” said Sun, “1 gave him to
understand that it was about as silly a thing as he
could do--his getting lust -—yes, I told him. Then
he sued tr we it was not so silly as getting lost
throvgh the old wmuyg in my hand, for he suid he
thought 1t was o «ader mug, judging by the
smelj—"

“He had you there !~ cried Tim.

“ Hehad mo? T gave hiw a shot then,” replied
Sim.

“liow 1” asked Silas,  Fire the mug at him $”

¢ Gave him a picce of my mmnd, sir.” .

The conversatton soon ceased, and the boys had
suppuer.

d¢ was about & weck after this, when the boys
were at home, that Sun and Silas chanced to meet..
Silas remarked, ¢ What wakes you look so bluet
Got your death sentenee 17

“*Yes,” said dun, woovdily ¢ Have just had a
note about the Academy where I was going to
attend, you know. Whom du you think I saw that
mght at the camp, that wan who had lost bis
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Ben's Excuse for Old March,
ny AL, THRAYFR RQUSE.

Ou, hurr s for the March wind ¢ A Jong, lusty shout,
Qute as § -l ox ho givies in his blust-rag touno.
)iy Iy way to be rough,
‘Lo mskoe rucket enough
For o wiwle dozen breezos, bustling about,
With & samble and gruinble aud grou.

Oh, he vattlea the lateh, mml he taps at the pane

"Then lio laughs at tho fellow who shivers ant shakes,
Awd wherover he goes
On his trumpet: he-blows,

Down tho chimnoy ho whistles, with shrill might and

nwin ¢
And ho sghricks till the echocs ho wakes.

Oh, he'a fu)l of his pranks, and he'll play you at cateh,
And bo'll race with you, too, till he beats ;

And he'll blow you away

Aud back the same day,
But look out for the rogue, for he's likely to snatch
All he can, from whomever he meeta.

But bo’s only iu fun, for his meaning, I'in sure,
Is to havo a raro frolic, and not to xonoy ;
1t would tako all the starch
Quickly out of old March,
Shauld he know people call himn a regular boor,
Tor at heatt he's o regular boy!
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GET THE MOST.GOOD OUT OF BOOKS.
You should treat n-book ns you would a person
with whom you are talkiug for informuation ; that
is, question it, read it over and turn back and try
to get ut'the meaning; if the book itself does nui
answer the questiony you raise; g6. to some other
haok, ask a dietiontly-or - &iidyclopidin for an ex-

Aud if 'the Look’ trenwd:&n this way
does not teach yoi anythiig-ordoes not inspire
you, it is of 1o wore service' to you than the con-
versation of n dull, ignarant person. I just used
the word “jnspire.” Yod do not: rend ull books
for funts or for information mortly, but to be in.
spired, to buve. your thoughts lifted wp to noble
ideas, to have your symputhics -touched, your
ambition awakened to do some worthy or gzreat |
thing, to become a man- or o womun- ot characters
and consideration in the world.  You read the,
story of u tiwe action or & leroio chavacter—this
denth of Socrates, or the voyage of Columbus, 9:7
the sacrifice of Nathau ‘Hale, or -stich n poduray
“The Ludy of the Lake”—not for informution
only, but to create in you a higher ideal of life,
and to give you sympathy with your fellows /afid |
with noble purposes.  You cannot begin tooyoung:
to huvo these idenls and thess purposes, and there-»
fore the best literature in all the world. is tho Lest
for you to begin with. And you will find it the most
interesting.—Charles Dudley Warner, in January
St. Nicholas. S s b

THE SEORET OF SUCCESS. )

Jouxy WErsLEY was saintly-in piety, but' not.mbre’
so than Fletcher ; a prisice amony orators,.but, not,
the equal of Whitefield ; a charming poet, but syr.
passed by his brother Charles ; a master in scholar-
ship, but not superior to many others 6f his day;
but in thoroughness of devotion, sélf-sacrilité, Wise

‘and tireless work and wmnsterful organizilion, “he

had- no superiors or equals in his- own. nge, .or
scarcely in any other. Henco:the-mighty.Methodist

| movement-which stirred Lngland and.marve]lously.
1influenced the religion of the Western world. 'Wjth

all his endowments and grace, if Wesley had” con-
fined lis labours to a single parish, the Meéthédism -

J bora in the eigliteenth ce'nturs' wonld havéBeen-im-

possible, and the history of Protestant Ohristirhity:

| for the-century how.closing would have been:widely:

different.from-what it is.

Asbury, the restless,‘.‘Sglf~f01'get,fp‘l:, ,la_l_)gripus;

| heroic apostle of Methogism on the. American cop-

tinent, followed by his coadjuters .in the ministry
and laity, men of like faith §mh zéal with their
matchless leauer, -carried: the ik -and: forded “the

- | 6ght -wherever the cnemy-could be foud. ‘And

they. were. irresistible. Their sauctified zeal .over- |
came all obstacles. They went everywhers plant- |
ing- the Charch. I?ecause of ,thwa;;’*iﬁ_‘zs\Americﬁn;s.
Methodism .of to-duy- is_the lafgese and most]

way?”

! s Mail-carrier7”

] - No, Principal Spear
: “You don't say !”
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1”

“But 1 do say 1t, and all is lost through that old
cider mug.  You wanted to know, or somebody did,.
if 1 fired wy wug at hun. L am going to get it and
fire it at sometling and never touch one of the
kind agam.”

In a few minutes Furmer Buartlett, who was

reading his paper in the kitchen of his comfortable.

home, looked up and said to his wife, * Huldah,
what's that sound outside,.of a sort of smashing $”
“ 1 heard 1ty but don't know,” sard his wife.
Sim knew.

PROFITS OF TEL RUM TRAFFIC.

“f pave made o thousand dollars the last three
months,” said a prosperous liquorseller to a group
of men standing near his salvon.

“You have made wmore than that,” quietly re-
marked-a listener.

“\What is that 1" was the quick response.

“You have made weetched homes, women and
children poor, sick, and weary of life  You have
made 1wy two sons drunkards: you wade the
younger of the two so drunk that he fell and injured
himsolf for life. You havo mindoe their mother a
broken-hearted wommn., Oh, you have made much

amore than L can reckon, but you will get the full
s srceount sowe day.” .

CRUELTY TO.CHILDREN.

Tuae Chinese in some directions are ascruel- as
they are superstitious. If thoy-are kind: to- their
parents they.are inhuman to- their children; The
girls suffer most. Their feet areé -tightly bound to.
keep them small, in a way to give them constant’
pain.  The wail of the poor feet-hound gitls. is,
heard fur and wide in China. And" in some
provinces parents kill their-daughters and mothing
15 thought of it. Jt-is"said thatin the-gréat city, of-
Foochow, tore than -half of the families-have de-
stroyed one or more of their daughters. o

What can savé such a people but-the Gospel of
Jesus? It is pleasing to close this sad story of
wickeduess and superstition by telling how the
light is beginning to shine in the midst of the
darkness. Forty years sgo no Protestant mis.’
sionary was permitted to Jive within the bounds of
China. Now twenty-six missionary -societies are
maintaining labourers, and over 300 churches hiave
been organized, having probably over 20,000
persons connected with them, while there are many
thousand wore who have left their idol-worship,
and are hearing the Gospel of Jesus. It is said

that as many as 600 native Chinanien are how em- |

ployed ns preachers or Chfistian teachbrs. Will
not some of the youny people who :iave read:the:

story of Cluna ask God to fit them to go to.that |

aggressive religious force of the countfy. \
Meri differ in accounting for ‘the wonderful
growth of Methodism. Tt3 doctrines; ité polity, |
rparticularly:the’itincrancy ;- the féeedom ofitsiform:
"of worship ;.Js singing ;.its revivals, have,each ju.
-iirn—and-possibly others——been insisted on,ay: the.
“true explanation. * We will not venture into this_
‘quostion. As we'seo it, no one of thess! thiiifs. id
sufficient to account for the résult. It isi“duc
‘rather-to the.* mighty working?of all of tifm by"
‘men and -women of -zea), “full of the Holy-Ghoét,
‘and of faith.” It would: have.mattered: littleshow
good the doctrines were,.if they bad-not beey,
preached ; how wise the economy, if it had mot
been worked ; how inspiring.the songs, if theylad
not been sung. It is because- inén'have preached
and toiled and sung under the vunstraint of thé love
of Christ, and wunder a weight -of vesponsibility
which never lost sight of the: Judgmens.Day, .that
Methodism hus won its greatest. victories., - The
secret of its success i3 downright, persistent,
unconguerable hard work, energized. and inspired
by the Holy Spirit of God. =~ o
This never fails.-; By their ‘Koly 2eal-godlytuen
have often moved whole ‘comriunities, “and: 'wén
multitudes for Clirist. The Tcsults' mky notihave
always wisely conserved, it is true; butthe effects

land with the blessed- Word of Life$.

were produced. The zeal:of .good. men. cannot.fail
when used and directed'by God. = .7 7 -




