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.AMERICAN IIONOUR. romncîe of lionour, ivhieh never (lies in some

A TALE op 1s'75. famnilles, but is transinitted froin generation to
g'ener-ation litze a treasure abo-ve l price. Mllien

ADOUT One iîundred yaefrs .ag0, there was nt flîii brieiîîotice is rend luin aepîa it iay pos-
Flîadl luii I'eiisylvitnia, a faiiily cosstî Ably lead to the collection of tiiese inaterials,

of several incînhers. It beloîîged to the niiddle which, witil the proper naines of ail the permson
class-tliat, is to say, coittaincd barristers, bankers, enigaged, iould, we tlîiîîk, be laid befère the

Solicitors' tnd son-ail of tîmemn auj- ivorld nls a pleasiug record of hercditary nlobility
inatcd, ut least SQ far as apeas ly a. high seusc of Sentimîent.
of lînnour and iiutegrity. But noble sentiments After the lapse of înany years, a ividow and lier
are no certain graîîtttee- against povcrty. One of tb ree nepiiems foîund theniselves iii possession of
tire mucnbers of the lhnmily mu quesýtion becanie eni- the îîece!sary nîcans for paying the làîniiy debt.
barrassed, borrowed £1 000 of one oflîls relatives, Thrice quarters of a century liad elapsed. The
but iost his incinory soon tifter, and, haviiug eilîdreni and tue ciiildricn's àbidren of the original
so rcinained for vears, (lied, icaving bebju(1 borrower had passed alway ; but the hionour ortiîo
Mjin a widowv wîti severai cldren. iHo conid B. faiiy bad beon transinitted intact to the
bequeatii tîmein no propert.y, instead of wliiclî fourtît generation, and a seareli Nvas inimediately
tlîey rcceivcd as their iiiiîeritanee liili priiîciplus, conimieed to disýcover theceréditors iii England.
and ai sîroiîg affection for thi nenîlory of tieir. ftlîcr. Thiis, lioiever, as inay m cil ho siippose<l, wvas no0
Tire %widow also ivas, iii this respect, psirfectly lu eaýsy task. Tire nienbers of the S. thnîily hiad
hlioli ivitl lier Sons. By dinit, tîmerefore, of uiultipicd andi seaaednîarricd and iliteirmua.rri-
prutdence, industry, and econioniy, they a.niaased ed, beconie poor and wealtiîy, distinguishced and
ain tlîcin tue sumn of £400, wliich tlîey rigidiy obscure by turtis, changed tlîcir topogrraphical as
appi)r)atud to thc payinenit of a paît of their mcil as timeir social position, and dlisapDpeared en-
fatlîcr's debt. The i%àidot liai, indced, calcd tirely fromi the spot they ]îad occiipicd on their
tlîei together arotund lier deatlied, and toid themn first arrivai froin Alinerica.
that, inistead of a fortune, suie left tleie a duty to ]lut honour is inidefittigable, and by degrees a
perfori ; aiid that if it co,îld imot be accomîdished letter reaclîed a riersoîl in Kensington, ilîo hap-
il olie geirtoit ilnust be lman1deti dom ni lioni penetiti to possess ,ýonc kniovedge or' a lady of tue
fatiier to sou, uiiîil the decndaiits of thc Bonds S. famiil), niarricd to a solicitor practising i'ith
liai laiil every fartliug to thîe decenîdanits of tire great, success anid diLtiictiom iii London. Wiien
Sydnmey Sîitis. tire letter caine to iîand, sue at Iirst doubted

Whlile iiiatters stoodl iii tlis predicamoent, the wlbetlîr it niiglit miot bc a sort of grave iioax, in-
creditor part of tire fainily reinov cd to Eiîgland, tcnidcd to excite expectation for the pleasure of
ani( the debtors rendidalîldlpîasrîgiî itines:ýiig its disappointînent. Ilowever, tue
iwitli difficulties anîd eiiiImrraýsieiitS, Nidei îlot Engiisli solicitor, accustoincd to tue% incidents of
wily disabled tiîein froîn pay ing tîte pateîîîai debt, liia7 tliought tiiere wvould mit least hoe no liarni in
but kept, tlin perpetilly iii lionourable poverti. relAN iîg to tie letterfi-oni Pi>ladelpliîa, and discov-
0f course, the m i:si to pay in suicli iîinids survi-, cd crin- iii tuis wvay tue real state of the affair.
tue abiiity. It would have beexi to tueni an cii- Soie delav necessarily occurred, especialiy as
joviiinît of a bigli order to Inuit out tlîeir relativ es the B3. faniily in Ainrica were ouI worid sort of
iii Emglauid, anîd place iii tlicir liaîîds the oiig peoialc, accîistoiacd to ti-ansact business sloiy
£6ou. Thjis picastire, whiicli tley wec destiuced and inethodicilly, and wvitlî(Idue attention to the
tiever to taste, often forned Uic subject of cou- niinutest points. But at lengtli a reply caine, in
versation around tlîeir fireside ; andI tire clilîdren, whlici tue writer observed, 'that if a dleed of re-
as tliey grw p, were initiatcd iiîto tue miystcry ]case m~as draivii tip, signed by aill tue parties cOf-
oftire .£600. Ccrned lui Engiand, and transinittcd to Aniierica,

But tlîat generation passed awav, and anotmer jthe £600 siîouid iîîîîniediately bo forwarded for
Succeedcd to tue liability; iot, tiat, there existcd distribution aniîon- tlc iinenibers of the S. faînily.
aliy lialîility iii Ial', for timougil a deed bail been Soîno deîiur now arose. Soîne of ture poisons
executcd, it lîad lapscd in tice course of tinie, so coîîcerned growiiig prudent as tue chances of re-
thimt tliere was really 110 obligationî but tiîat %ybicli coveriîîg thme ioncv appearcd to niultiply, thouight
'was thme strongest of ail-ai iîîeradicabie seîso (if it wouid be wroiig to miîd theo dced of release be-
riglit. Oftcîî auid oftcn did tue Bonds of Philadel- fore tlîenîoney liad b:ea received. But tue soli-
plîla mecet aîîd coiisult togetlier on Luis fanions citor.liad itot learîîied la Lire practice of Ilus profes-
debt, whlicli every oîîe %visiied, but îîo oîîe couid -ion, tg foriti so lov it estiniate of hunait nature.
afflord, to pay. the sons were inarried, anîd hll Ile considered conifidence in timis case to bo sy-
ciîildrcîî, whiin~ it wvas iîîcuînbcîît on thimox to sip- noiîvinous witii prudence, and at auy rate resolved
port; the daugaliters liai îîarricd, too, but thecir to Laîke upon lîliiscif tire cîttire rcspoîisibility of
hiusbands possibly did niot acquire with tieir wvives coiipliig with tire 'visies of the Aitericanis. le
thc ciiivalrous sense of duty wiiicli pos-sessed tire accordingly d1rew up Uic iiecessary document, got
breaist of every incînher, m aie aîid teinale, of tue iL signed by as maity as pmu'icipated in lus views,
B. flîifly, and iiispired tmein with a wislî to do and senut itacross the Atlantic, ivithout the slght-

justice wiien fortune perîîitted. 'nst douîbt or liesitation. There liad been sonie-
IL wouid bc iniiniitely agrecabie to colleet and tliing in tue rougli, bluîut lionesty of Mr. B-'a

pertise the letters and records of consultations letter timat, inspircd in the inaît of law tue utmost
ivliili passed or took place bctween thi mmr reliance on ls faith, thoii.gb durimg illie imterval
of tiîis fainiiy on1 the subjeet of Lhe £600. Tiiese wliieht elapsed between the transmission of the
documents wvould forni tice inateriais of one of tIe decd and thc reception of au aiiswer from the
rnost dolig-htful romances in the worid-tie States, sevoral of bis friends exiib*àted a disposi-
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