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This science ie excellent above ail sciences, in1 that it delivers fromn that
eternal misery which. je the (10011 of ail who are unacquainted with it.
When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed froin heaveu ini flaming, tire, we
are told that it wvill be to take "lvengeance on thein that know îîot God,
and obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished
with everlasting destruction fronî the presence of the Lord and the glory
of his power." What a terrible destruction is this! How excellent is
that knowladge which delivers frorn such misery! The wise men of the
world, instead :of being delivered by their wisdom, will be condeinned
wvith an aggravated condemnation. The miany talents which. they received

fromn the Lord they have used not in1 his service, but againet hlmi.
This science is the most excellent of the sciences, in that it frees the

guihty flot only from punishment but from guilt; and exalte the vileet of
sinners above the highest archangels, without the smallest appearance Of
caprice. According to this science, when Christ's people are over al,
creation, they are only iii a suitable rank. Tlhis, then, muet be the most
excellent, and the niost wonderful of sciences. Even for this world, this
science is the miost excellent of the sciences, in that, as far as it prevails,
it produces pence and happiness. The wisdom of this world, in legisla-
tors, philosophers, and philanthropists, ham ahways been searching for
plans to lessen human misery, refornî from crime, and promote pence-
But their efforts liave in ail ages been vain. The knowledge of the Lord
would produce the effects whidhi they foolishly expect froin their oWfl
plans. When the knowledge of the Ljord shall f11l the earth, pence and
plenty will succeed Vo poverty and disorder. If statesmen were flot blind,
they miglit see that the disciples of the Lord Jesus are in countries the
best subjects.

This science le the most excellent of ail sciences, in that it introduces
us to the imniediate and intimate society, friendship, ami familiaritY
with God. It connecte us with hirs ia a union whidh belongs to "10
other being in heaven or earth. By it lie becomes our Father, and W8
become hie children. It makes Jesus our brother, Our husband, and the
head of the body of which we are mnembere. It makes us one with Ilie
wbo is one with God. We have accese at ail times Vo hie presence, andare pernlitted to ask of him whatever we need.ThporeChitS
eau look at the heavens and the earth and ln Christ Jesus say, ail the-,
are mine. iPaul declares that Ilhaving nothing, lie poesessed ail Vhings.
No wonder, then, that lie so highly prized the knowiedge by whidh. suc,'
possessions were beetowed on him. "lBut what thinge were gain to me,
those I counted loes for Christ. Yea, doubtlese, and I count ail thi4lé
but loss for the exceilency of the knowledgc of Christ Jesus nîy Lord:
for whom I have suffered the loss of ail things, and do count themn but
dung, that I înay win Christ, and be found in hlm, noV having mine 0W"
righteousness, which is of the law, but that whieh is through the faith Of
Christ, the righteousness of which le of God by faith." Philip ni 79
PauF I)rayed for the Ephesian Christians, "lThat the God of Our fjord
Jesus Christ, Vhe Father of giory, may give unto you the Spirit of wisdOn1
and revelation, ln the knowledge of him: the eyee of your udrtlll"
being enhightened, that ye may know what is the hope of hie calling, a" d
wvhat the riches of the glory of hie inheritance, iu the saints; and what "5
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