
20 Stephen the First Christian Martyr

Lesson VIII. STEPHEN THE FIRST CHRISTIAN MARTYR February 21, 1909
BETWEEN THE LESSONS-Lesson VIII. follows close upon Lesson VII,

GOLDEN TEXT -Aasd they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesîts, receive my
spirit.-Acts 7. 59.

Meniorize 7 : 55, 56. THUE LESSON PASSAGE-Acth 6: 8-15 ; 7 : .51 to 8 : 3. Study Aets
6: 1 to 8: 3.

8 And Ste'phezi full of 1 faith anI pr. ver, 2 did up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God,
grea'. wonders an'.! 3 miracles among the people. ani Jc'sus standing on the riglit hand of Gcd,

9 4Then there arose certain of 3 the sy'nagogue, 56 And said Belsold! I sec tise hecavens opene'!,
which iii called the ynaooue of the Lber'tines, and the Son o?' ma standing on the right hand osf
and ô Cyre'nians, and là' Alexaxs'drianq, and of themn God.
of Ciljc'ia and -of A'sîa, disp uting wvith Ste'phen. 57 lSThen they cripd fot wvith a loild voice. ani

10 And they, were flot able to. 8 resist the misdom stopped their eam.i anmIl rail upon hîro with one
and tise 9 spirit by which lie spake. accord,

il Then they subortied mn, whicli saiul, We have 58 And 18 cast him out of the oity, and bt.oned hilis
heard bîro speak blaqphieius words against M'sansd tise witnebbes laid down thpir 19 einthes at a
and aïlainsi God. younrg man's feet, whose name was Satil.

12 And they stirred up tIse people, and the eiders, 59 AncI thev stoned StÀe'phen, calling upon 20 God,
and the scribes and came o socs Mm, axsd 10 

eaught anti saymng, L.ord Je'sus, receiva my spirit.
him, and bruglit him Ilta thle counicil. 0Adlekelddwn n re ihal

13 And set up (aise %witnesseq which said, Tis 60 ndhkeiddonancrd ihalu
man cesseth not to speak '" basihemnous 'words voice, Lord, lay flot this sin tus their charge. And
against this holy place. and the law :when he had said thiq, ho fell asleep.

14 For we have heard film qgay. that this Je'sus Ch. 8: 1 And Saul was consenting unto his deatis,
of Naz'areth shall destroy thib place, and shall change And 2

1 at that tiîne there was a gresst jýpersecîiîson
the custaros whidh Mo'se-q deiivered 13 us. agaist tise churcli whichi 'as 2at Jeru'ealem -.

15 And! ail that sat in the council, 14 iouking sted- ansd they were ail scattere'! alsroad throughout. the
fastly on hini, saw lis face as it ha'! beesi tse face regions of JodaVa and! Samar'ia, except the apustles.
of an angel. -And! devout mlen 23 carried Ste.'phets to his burial.

Ch. 7 : 54 13 When they heard these tisin gs, thev and! made great lamentation over hiro.
were cut to the heart, and thcy gnashed on hiro with 3 PA5 As for Sau.'! lie madle havock of the dhurcs.
their teeth. entcring into every bouse, an'! haiing men and wvomen

55 But ho, bcing fifl of thc Hoiy Chost. looke'! committe'! thcm to prison.

Revlzed Version-' grace; 2 wrought: 
3 signet; 4 Btthere; .5them, that were of the synago ~e calle'!;

Coftis; 
T

mi of Swthtand; 9 Spirit (large S); "Iseize'!' Ilinto; 12Omit blasphemoo.s; 13 unto; 4 fastenine

their eyes on him; 15 ow when; 15 But they; -I rushei; 1-8 thevi 19 jernenth at the feettof a young moa usameu
Saul; "-0 the Lord; 21 there arose on that day a great; Il in; 2 btsred , tepheia; 24 But Saul laid vaste the chsrch.

DaUly Beadings-(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)-'.--Steplien. the first Christian martyr. Acts 6 : 1-15. T.-

Stephen, the first Christians martyr, Acta; 7: 1-16. W.-Stephen. the first Christian martyr, Acts 7: 17-34.
Th.-Stephes, the first Christian martyr, Acta 7 : 35-53. F.-Stepheci. the first Christian martyr, Actè 7 : 54

to 8: 3. S.-A shining face. Ex. 34: 29-35. S.-The reward, Rev. 7 : 9-17.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED
Vs. 1-7î tell of tise ap.

pointmnent, of sevent nu,
commonly celle'! " dea
cons.

I. STEPHENACCUSED.
-8, 9. Stephen ; one of
tise seven "deaconis". Full
of grace (Rev. Ver.); gif ta
receive'! tisrougli divine
favor. Power ; to work,
miracles, the way is vîsici..
.grace" vlas manifeste'!.

Wonaders and sl1gn s
(Rev. Ver.) ; two words *

for miracles. 8 Y fa -TRDIOAPLCC
gogue ; a Jewisi place of R ITOAPLCc
worship. The libertines ; Jews vho ha'! been
slaves in Romse. but who had been set free. Gyren-
lans. Cyrene vas in North Africa. Alexandrians.
Alexandria was tise capital o! Egypt. Cilila ; at
the southeest corner of Asia Mefinor. Asia; theinaine
in thc New Testament of the western portion of Asia
Minor. Dlsputing with Stephen; putting ques-
tions to him, (compare «Mark 8: Il 9 9: 14).

10-15. Not able to reslst. Sec Luke 21: 15.
Suborned mon ; arrange'! 'sitl tlsem in an under-
han'! way ta give faIse testimony. Stlrred up the
people ; crsftily striving tus gain these over first,
because tisey ha'! hitherto been favorable to the

s~ c'ru-oe~~ rs~

Cisristiass (sec ch. 5 : 26,
lest Lesson), and becausge
the rulers woul'! be more
incline'! to take action, if
they were sure the people
were witls thein. Eiders,
and. . scribes ; already
bitteriy oppose'! to the fol-
lowezs of Jesus. ch. 4: 5,
etc. Brought hlm.to the
council ; thse Sanhedrin.
Set up falso witnesses;
as at the trial of Jesus,
Mark 14: 56-59. Speak
blaspheinous words ;
irreverent an'! profane

words. Against this holy place ; the temple.
Anything spoken against it would greatly enrage the
Jewa. Say,.. Jesus,. . shaU destroy this place ;
an1 appeal to the religious prejudices of thse people,
and to their selfish intercets. If tIse temple were
destroyed, an'! its worship, tîsose living in Jerusalem,
wvould lose the profit of providing for foreign visitars.
Change the custonms; the 1ev o! iÇMoses, and also
tise rules '!rawn (rom it by tise scribes. As.. the
face of an angel ; shining with a heavenly bright-
neas.

Cli. 7 :1-53 conteins Stephen's address to the
Sanhedrin.


