
teacbier.of this, as of aillarte, is IHe whose bo>y-
j je questions iii thle temple grew to, sucli

tinswend Quit no0 mn thereafter dared q1uestionl

blim, salve only his true disciples.

A 000» QUESTION.

if I were asked to, namne the chief fault of
the average teacher, I ehould say, "lAsking

Squestions that cari be answered by ' Yes' and
--No.'" Among :ny acquaintances ivas once a
teacher in a secular school wvhose method of
qluestionang wvas invariably this. He would
have before him the statements of the text-
book, copied out with painstaking care, and
would develop the subject, thus: "le it true
or is it not true, Mr. A-, that" -and here
wvould follow the statement or definition of the
text.book. The ambigious answer, IlYes,"I
wans axnply satisfactory. Unfortunately, wlieni
such teachers gain a footliold in the Sunday-
school, they are flot so easily dismissed as
frotn secular establishmients.

Now, a good question nierely furnishes the
starting-point, and pushes the scholar out
along the course toNvard somne goal of truth:
but in a question that cari be answered by
4,Yes"I or IINo"I the teacher hiniseif ambles
amiably up the track, and condescendingly
allows the scholar's monosyllable to, pat hi
on the liead after hie himsel'f bas reached the
goal. A question that can be answered by
41Yes I or IlNo"I merely formulates the trutli
as it exists in the teacher's mind, and invites
the scholar's assent to it ; a good question, on
the contrary, provokes the seholar to formu-
late trutli for hiniself.

Nowv, it is much easier te express what we
see te be true than te get any one else te
express original thought. Tliere is also, te
the unwie more glory in laying down princi-
pIes to whlch otbers must agree than in get-
timg others te lay doiwn principles te, which wve
raust ngree. It will always be true, therefore,
that dile lazy and the pompous will have no
aitn beyond educing monosyllabie answers.
Most teachers, however, are earnestly desirous

Fof the best, but do flot know how te, frame
wvise questions. Whiat mýust be said of then

First, that they must not go te school before
thieir seliolars. Expert questioning is not
learned in the class-room, but in the study.
A lead-pencil le the best teacher. A sheet of'
paper is the best drill-ground. As 1 have

urgedl beforei Lot the Sunday-&'liool Nvoirker
wvho aspires te tlie higli praiso of a good ques.
tioner sit, do-%vn persistently. aftor etudying
the leeson, and wirite out a set of questions.
Nay; on encli point, so far as lie lias time, let
bita write several questions, criticise theni,
fanry wliat kind of ainswer eachi will be likely
te elicit frein the scholar, and choose ivhab
appears the besb question. Try it on the clas,
and learn valuable lessons froîn the result.

This inethod, laborious ns it is, must be
kept up) until skilfuil questioning lins become
instinctive. That there niay be hope of this
happy result, by the way, the wvritten (lues.
t ions mnuet never be ueed iii the clnss,-only
the memory of thein, and tlie drill the prepar.
ation bas given. Tt surely wvill happen, sooner
or inter, that the careful student of practical
pedagogice will be able te get aiong without
wvriting, merely formulating fit questions in
his mind as lie studies the lesson. After a
tume hie mayr dispense even witli tliis, and look
sintply after the points to be trelspnted,
trusting te extemporaneous question-making.

Not wholly, however. Tlie best questioner
in the world gete inte ruts. The best forme
of questions ever invented are worse than the
worst if they are used with dull reiteration.
No one can devote careful attention te tlie
form of bis questions witliout falling in love
witli some particular way of questioning;- and
this will not alwvays be the best way. A forai
of question that is irreproacliable the first
tume wiIl be unendurabie usecl six tumes in
succession. Tt is necessary, then, even to the
trained questioner, to revert, now and then to
bis old lead-pencil drill, in order to study
variety.

But liow niay the uninitiated know a good
question when they see it, or make it ? As
said already, it must not be such that a lnzy
nmonosyllable may answer it. As said already
teo, if one is in doubt, he lias but te, try it on
the class, and note resuits. But furtlier. A
good question wiil be iikelv te, have something
piquant 'qbout it, if the subject admits. For
instance, '<,James was kilied, Peter was freed,
wvhy was that?"I is better than saying, " «How
do you account for the fact that while tlie
apostle James was beheaded, the apostle Peter
ivas delivered froni the hands of his persecu-
tors ?"I

Furtliermore, tlie difference betveen a poor


