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be subject ta arbitration. If' the muicipalities can
obtnin a fair service at al fair rate, thiere is noa caîl for
competitian ai any kind. Tiere are a great many
places, in England particularly, wvhere tîsis principle of
arbitration is carried ta such an extent that they give
the illuminating campany a certain territary and give
themt the exclusive righit ai lighiting in tîmat territory, tht
only provision being that they shaîl give a good service
and at a reasonabît rate, which rate is subject ta ar-
bitration. Naw, il thrtt principle ai arbitration is
carried ta its praper extent, tht electric ligliting com-
parties, as long as tht>' do what is fatir, wvill enter on anl
assured era of arbitration. That principle af arbitra-
tian, ta nîy mind, is one ai the most valuable features
ai that bill.

Tht President : Mr. Leyden fias undoubtedly struck
the key note ai this entire legislation, that is, tht prin-
ciple that investars in any enterprise ai a senti-public
nature will be entirely satisfied svith a fair and proper
return upon their investment so long as they are assured
ai non-interierence-so long as they can bt assured
that wvhtn they give fair service and fair rates their
investrnent is secure, and that principle being es-
tablished b>' this act ai legislation, it wvould seem, as it
wvere, utterly impossible, if% wve give the matter any
attention at ail, that it should ever be taken off tht
statute books. Nowv, gentlemen, tht motion is beiore
yau, and 1 ask for your appraval thereni.

The motion was carried amid applause.
Tht President : Tht next cammittee ta be heard fromi

is the cammittet having ta do with tht l3narci tf Pire
L'ndertvriters ; 1 will ask Mr. Gassier ta read tht report.

Mr. P. G. Gossler rend the report a! the cammittee
appointed ta interview tht Board ai Pire Underwriters,
as follovs :

RathSIRT OF C05MT5tTaEF TO INTER'.IEW FIRE UNDERWRITERS.
To the lPrc.idtnt of the Canadian Eretrical Association.

Vomr Comnîitice, appoivied at the convetion of à&89S of tlii
Association, for tht purposc of iiitcrvictving tire Qtîcbcc Bloard of
Fire Underwvriters with regard te the adoption of permanent rîides
governing clectricai instaillttiions and means of cisforcîng cent-
pliancc witlî the sanic, beg to report tlîat tlîey 1usd beveral inter-
viewvs witlî the secrctary atnd %vili a special committet of the
underwriters. The question of ruiles and inspection svas tirer-
otighly disiassed. but no undcrstanding tovvard'. the establihNlsient
by Vie tinderwraîerýs of a regular and efficient %ystcmn or inspection
%vas arrived at. It w.L.4 held b>' the undcrwvriters tuait auch a
sybten of inpectioiî, cven if it covcred onily tire principal cities of
Canada, would invoive a nioci larger expenditure tian thîcy it
cailed uponi te undertake. They, had provided niles for clcctricail
installations, and tliey considcred that tue electric companis and
tire inunicapalitacs shot-Id in tlîeir owrî antrest %e tlîat tlitsc rîlcs
-are carried out. Vour conîmutice svould rcconiinend tîsat a comn-
mitce bc appointedaft tii convention te continue the wvork, and
endeavor to have esttblishcd sonie efficienît systens of inspction,
independent of and apart froni thieclectrac companis:, for the pro-
tection cf our owni interests as wveIh as those of tire undcrwriters.

(Signcd) Pi. G. GOSSLER.
A. A. DION~.

Mr. Gossler : in connection with this report 1 wish Ia
sa>' that while it is short and dots not sem ta have in-
volved much labor, there has been considerable wvork
dont. I have, on stveral occasions, in company wvith Mr.
Dion, ai Ottawa, interviewved Mr. Hadrill, secretar>' ai tht
Q uebec Board of Fire Underwriters. They gave us no
tncouragement wvhatever ta establish a systern whereby
the fire underwriters wvould bc called upon ta bt at an>'
expense ; they maintaincd that the praper wvay ai estab-
lishing a system should be by municipalities cnacting
by-Iaws wvhereby the buildings and building laws wvauld
eniorce compliance wvith tht Board of Underwritcrs'
rules as at prescrit universally adaptcd. I may say that
there wvas very huItt encouragement given ta the com-
mitte at ail, because the fire underwritcrs did not seemi
ta think tht fire hazards due ta electric wiring wec
such as ta watrant them going ta any expense. We
called ta their attention tht iact that the fire under-
writers ai ather large cities had scen fit ta go ta this
expense ; but I presumne tht>' thought they would profit
by their own experience rather than citer any suggestion
wvhatever for tht establishment ai an inspection system.
1 might say on this cammittee was Nlr. George WV.
Sadler, cf Montreal, who at tht time ai his appointment,
was and is at prescrnt a member ai the city council ai
Montreal. Ht is also a member af a special committet

on building rules of Montreat, appointed witila vien, ol
having rules made by the counicil emibodied iii the build-
ing association rules, ta cnforce the establislied rides
for electrical installations. Mr. Sadler is unable to be
present, and wrote me a letter wvhich lie wvishied to have
rend in connection wvith this report, which is as foIlowsvv

l)KAi SIR :At the iabt montent 1 find it ib imposs>ible foi rite to nt.
tend the ninth c,nvntiosi of the Uasiad.stn 1î':îcîricaî Association.
Therc is nu doubt but yuu arc preparcdl t.) nialo: a report tu the
Convention of the doings of the contmîmittct* tu cetifLr v.ztlî the inmurance
nnd the city of Montrent te the wirmng of buildings. My nplpoint.
nment on thiat Commitîc wvas latgelhi uwing tu muy position as a mnembcr
of the City Council of MIortreai. 1 would like tu say that 1 have found
i ititossible tu do anything in the inaucir sincc omît la.%t mîîeeing, the
reason being tlîat a çreat tdcal of tinme lis ben consuined in getting
amendments to the C.harter, and notlîîng could bc done in conneetion
with the by.laws ontil the Charter had passtd the Çouncil. Since tiien
the varinus cunimittees have 1usd the by-laws under cunsideration, but
ver>'little progress hias been nmade. I stated ai the last convention that
th cit>' of Muntreai lias a ver>' good ncwv building hy.law prepared, and
1 1usd hoped t0 have il sent u î' for discussion in the coinmit i tli pmm
tunîty lias flot î,rcscntcîl itsel1 yeti, and it inzy> bc a nmonih vi two Lecfort
the conînîittee trili report te tire council.

If the Convention dtcides te kepl the comnîittc on this subjcct
standing, I svill Lie ver>' pieased to stili nct wiih theni, and do al'. I cans
to (urther tht intcrest of ail concerneci wlîen the uppurtunit> presents

Ilease convey ns> kind regards to the officers of the Association, and
I trust that tht nintlî Convention of tie Electrical Association %val be a
proftable and pleasani ont Io ail mnembers.

Vours very truly,
(.o. %V. ALa.

Mr. A. A. Dion : Before any action is taken upon
this report, as a member of that committet, 1 wishi to
refer ta a matter which this report bringb to mind it is
a fact that among the members of that committee wvas a
man who wvas for many years a useful and active mcm-
ber of this Association, and who lias been carricd aif by
death since the last meeting ai this Association. I
think it is a dut>', though a sad one, ta register in the
minutes of this meeting the regrets af the Association
at the untimely death ai Mr. F. H. Badger, jr.

The Secretary : In connection with the remarks just
made by Mr. Dion, it will have been noticed that
Captain Williams, wvho was electric light inspector for
the London district, a respected inember af this Asso-
ciation, and a respected citizen of the city ai London,
has passed awvay wvitlsin the last two or three days.

The President : The regrets of the Association %vill be
duly recorded in the minutes af the proceedings. lit
reference ta the report ai the committet just rend, wvhile
the results achieved by themn arc isot as succcssful as o
the Committee on Legisiation, it seenis that they have
begun in the right direction, and while tht Board of Fire
Underivriters may be obstinate, the vcry suggestion
that some method can bc adopted in building laws ta
procure the supervision by the proper authoritits oi the
wiring seems ta point ta the fact that we ma>' ultimately
accamplish the sanie end, and 1 would suggest that the
Association approve of tht caîttinuance ai this cam-
mittee in the hope that they may bc able ta have incor-
poratcd in the municipal laivs the adoption ai somte ui-
form plan which wvill be final in ils action.

On motion the report af tht committet wvas approved.
Tht President callcd for the report af tht Committec

an Statistics.
Mr. J. A. Kammerer read the repart ai tht Committce

on Statistics, as iallows :
REI'ORT OF COMMI>TTEE il. sTATImsTIt%.

GENTLEMEN~,-As cliairniar, of the Sîtas.ai Committce. I beg
te report thiat wc have gathîcred .s large quantaty t informsationa
and data about thic lectric.4l industries in Canada, but hase% flot
bccn able to gel quiic ail that ive w:sntcd. It vras fier) .ips a mi%.
take on the commitccs part in %tartîng ouat si- maketu 110 cope of
tht report toc ivide, but t can asure you that svlscn the reportt :.î
presentcd si wl tbc ofsome sau.In siess tf lts%., I stui a'.k
thiat t Statitical Committîc e i coratinuced for anoîhrr ycar witit
the sane personneli, or othiers whon you sec fit tn appoint. Tht
dalt and information wiiich %v.* have galhercd will benc a: Iir

Respctiuily ssîbmiitcd.
(Signet]) J. A. KA>îINFati.a,

Chairnitn Staitiîiai Commitcer.

Mr. Kammerer - lit connectian with this report, 1
wvauld like ta say, Mr. President, that wve fauind in til
thc data that %vc have got, esi..2ciaýly as ta priccs of
lighting, that aur station managers seem ta have thc
prices in a transitory stagec they are flot scttled. The

july, I&»


