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THE QUEBEC TIMBE FLEXET.

A striking ovidence of the deprossed condition
of shipping is at present mado manifest by the
almost entiro absence of chartering British
owned ships this season which are usually em.
ploged in the Quoboo timber trade, The rato of
froight offering is, we understand, o low as to
be quite unremunerativo, and we believe many
Olydo shipowners, under tho circumstances,
have resolved to allow their ships to remain in
port rather than accept shippors’ present torms.
At this season of tho year the parts of Groonock
and Port Glaggow are usually all bustle, owing
to the fitting out of the timbeor ships proparatory
to esiling on their spring voyage to the St.
Lawrenco, but up till the presen’ time not 8
movement has been made among the large floet
owned at theso ports and lad up in harbors;
and unless freights oonsiderably improve the
shipowners’ resolution will prove a very serious
loss to many partics. For the past four years
tho ships employed in tho Clyde and Quebec
timber trado wero as followg— -

Register  Rate of I‘Zxa'o.':t

Year, No. of vls, Tonnage, Per 6
189L...... 55 64,009 258,
1882...... 50 54,350 233, to 238
1883...... 74 83,295 258,
1684...... 28 29,583 17s, ¢ 22s,

Rougnly speaking, thess ships would carry
crowsaveragiag 18 men, thorate of wages earned
by ths seamen raging from £3 bs. to £4 per
month, Nearly all these ships, with tho excep-
tion of last year, made two voyages cach season
to and from Quebec, bringing au average of 75,-
000 loads of timber of 50 cubic feet. Outwards
most of tho ships were partly laden with coals,
carrsing an average of something liko 60O tona
" esch, which taking an average of 50 ships per
aunur during tho past four years, ropresents a
shipment of 30,000 tons of coal per year. Then
at the Gtting.out ports during thespring months
a largo araount is usually disbursed in ropaire,
outfit, stores, provisions, &c., whilo seamen’s
wives familica and relatives were provided with
part of tho wages cngaged for at tho timo of
shipment,

The rates of freight offering this scason, wo
understand, rango from 19s, to 19s.6d. per load,
a rato which, if accepted, would simply entail
oonsiderablo loss upon the shipowner, his dis-
bursements, insurance, wages, and gencral out-
lays oxceoaing tho rato ‘of freight carned.
Under thesa circumstanoces it is not to be won-
dored at that shipownors profer to incur tho loss
which thoy will sustain by their ships lying up
in harbor in preferenco to sending them to sos,
whore s groater loss would be tho fesult,. Up
till thy prosent timo only two or threo British-
ownoed voesols have beon fixed, viz, the lato
Grecnock owned ship, tho Craigs, now ownod
in the Tyno,and Princess Aloxandrs, o. Tclfast,
aud another, said to bo at Plymouth, On the
other haud, s cousiderable amount of foreign-

owned tonnago has already beon sooured at the
low rates. -

Tt would thus appear that forcign shipowners,
freed from tho rostrictions and vexatious super-
vision placed on the British shipowner, are en-
abled to send a class of vessels to sea, and work
them so cheaply that a very low rate of freight
yieids to them a profit, Many of these ships,
howaover, coming to this country are of such an
inferior character that our Board of Trade
would not for s moment allow them to go to sea,
whilo the seamen are paid a much lower rato of
wagos, and the dietary scale is much inferior to
that served out to the British seamen,

At this season a largo number of ssamen
belonging to Shetland usually coma to tho Clyde
for employment in the Quebec flest. Tbheso
men, from their stoady and industrious babits,
often get a higher rate of wages, the money sa
earned being generally carried back to their
homes at the completion of the fall voyage. On
the other Land, tho money earned by foreign
ships and scamen is ncarly all sent out of the
country, It may bs roughly ecstimated that
something like 100,000 tons of British tunnage
has hitherto been employed in the timber-carry-
ing trade, and the present collapse from the
want of remunerativo omploymont is a matter
to be viewed with deep concern.—%lasgow
Herald, Alarch 22nd.

THE W00OD TRADE.

What tho insuranco fracternity might term
““the war hazard " is being considered just now»
with reference to prices in many lines of goods.
The wood trado wo find, is no exception. An
activo trade in lumber and timber, at good
prices, is so important to Canada that the inter
ost felt in the prospects for our Iumber in this
coming season of navigation is quito natural.

As we noto elsewhero tho demand for our
bost pine boards and bill stuff, from the Unitod
States, i3 constant, and the prico had advanced
even beforo war with Russia was deemed immi-
nent. But of ordinary or inferior goods thero
is no scarcity, nor is there for theso any decided
riso in quotations, Advices from American
markets are to tho offect that tho natural con-
aumptive damand will call for a heavy distribu-
tion of lumber., But the lato opening of
navigation means, as tho Northwestern Lumber-
man says, that lumbor will come forward late,
and that mills will start late; and meanwhile,
in'the castern markets, winter has lingeied long
intho lap of spring and movement is as yot
limited. Tho statement is made, on good
authority, that all tho cut of good Canadian
pine lumber is pretty woll placod for spring
doiivery ; and tho proportion which this bears
to tho whole crop is sufficiently small o make a
good prios certain.

Tho resume mado by our Chicago contempor-
ary on the 11th instant is that whilo business in

the Eastern Statos is backward, the distributivo
trado west of Lako Michigan 18 active. Build.
ing operations in Now York and New England
citics, howaver, promiso well for tho scason,and
& brisker movement may boe expoctod later. As
for Chicago, **it issuflicient to say that ship-
ments in March were considesably in oxcess of
tho aggregate in March last year.”

Supposing war to bo declared there is no
doubt that tho Baltic would be blockaded, and
shipment of lumber thonco practically stopped.
This moans much when wo remembor that
Britain receives most of her timber and deals
from Baltic reaports. Norway and Swoden
constitue tho great source of supply, but Russia
furnishes no emall amount. Russian cruisers
—ight scriously damage the British carrying
trado, and give riss to a much greater oxport
from the United Statos, carrying in Amernican
bottoms, According to last mail advicos from
England stocks at tho receiving ports for timbor
are very low, and imports must bo soon begun
in order to furnish the yearly supply for that
market.

At Liverpool busincss 1n wood was paralized

by uncertainty and transactions lumted, **Or

ders from tho country are amall in oxtent and
fow in number” says the Timber T'rades Journal
of tho 4th, With tho withdrawal of tonnago
from the Atlantic trade in two Cunard mail
steamers and two of other lines, somo sailing
vessols have already boen wathheld from mar
ket, looking for highor freighis; 21s. to 22a
Quebec to Liverpool were the figurcs talked of
in tho first week of this month, Accounts from
other ports in tho United Kmgdom stato that
at Hull, the political strain with Russin is still
showing its cffect on the wood trade. Tho
salosmen are nearly all withdrawn from tho
road, and there is no doesiro o sell stock oxcept
at an advance.

Slackness of tradeis roted at Cardiff; Nor-
way mining timber is a drug there ; somo Baltic
orders in market. A Sunderland letter says tho
building and shipbuilding tradcs aro far from
brisk, and everything points to s bad year, At
Leith, “trado remains in thoe asmo dopressed
condition.”

Deoliverics of wood goods at Glasgow during
March fcll off nearly s fourth as compared with
tho previous March and stocks of everything at
Yorkhill yards oxcept red pine dealx, St. John
spruco boards and oak plsnk were smaller than
a twelvemonth before.  As to Clydo shipbuild-
ing, tho amount of tonnage launchod last month
has touchod a low point, comparatively, the
total being 15 vessels, 13,667 tons. Tho first of
tho timber fleot, tho Somand, & Norwegian
owned vessol, loft Greonock for Quobe.: on 30th
March.—Afonctary Times.

A EEXTCTOKY concern is stated to be gettiag
rich out of tho manufacture of wooden stirrupe.

“a

OIL IN BOILERS.

In an article upona bulgein a boiler, pro-
duced when the fires woro first bapked, aftor
putting a gallon of Llack oil in the boiler, tho
Locomotive takes oceasion to say :—** Tho action
of groaso in a boiler is peculiar, but not nv re 8o
than we might cxpect. It does not dissolve in
the water, nor does it decompose, neither doos
it remain on top of tho water, but it seems to
form 1tself into what may be descnbod as slugs
which at first scem to be elightly lighter than
tho water, of just auch a gravity, in fact, that
the circulation of the water carrics them about
at will.  After a short season of bhoiling, thess
slugs or suspended drops scem to acquire a
cortain degree of etickiness, so that when thoy
come into contact with shell and flues of tho
boilor, they begin to adhere thereto. Then
under the action of heat they begin tho process
of varnishing the interior of tho boiler. The
thinnest possible coating of this varnish ia
sufficiont to Lring alout overheating of the
pPlates, as wo have found repeatedly in our
oxporience.  Wo einphasizo tho point that it is
not necessary to have a coating of greaso of any
appreciablo thickness to cause overheating and
bagging of plates and leakago atscamns. Tho
timo when damage is most likely to occuris
aftor tho fires are banked, for then, tho forma-
tion of stcam being checked, the circulation of
water stops, and tho groase thus has an oppor-
tunity to scttle on the bottom of the boiler and
provent contact of the water with the firo sheets,
Under theso circumstances, a very low degres
of heat in tho furnace i sufficient to overheat
tho plates to such an oxtent that bulging is sure
to occur, When the facts aro underatood, it
will be found quite unnccessary to attribute tho
damage to low water.”

vt e ey tup———

To Clean a File.

When you aro filing a saw and tho file gets
gummod up don't try to work with it so, or
throw 1t one mdo and get a naw one. If you
haveno card to clean tho file, take a picco of
pino wood 2 inch equaro by 3 or 4 inches long.
Rest ono end of the filo upon the bench ; with
tho littlo atrike tho filo nearly edgowiso with &
squaro corner of tho stick following the slant of
the teeth.  This wall clean a glo nicely without
causing half tho wear that a card would, A
little practice would enablo you to cleana filo in
half the timo it would tako you to huntupa
card cleaner.—HGolart,

Tnr Harmon Lumber Comnpsny, that this
winter haa built a mill at the point where the
Felch mountain branch of tho Northwestern
railroad crosses tho east fork of tho Sturgeon,
Monomineco county, Mich., has 11,000,020 feet
of logs ready foraawing. A planing mill has
boen added to thocapacity <f the plant. The
hosdquarters of the compang is at 158 Superior
streot Clovoland, Ohio,



