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and cleansing and sanetafymg him,  The natural man may
be alimrabie, splendnd, lovely —hub we must look at tie end,
aud when God sets these men before you le sets the whole
of their hie before you from the begrumng to the end.  That
acems to me to by the striing diferenee between Bszu and
Jacob.

Some of you like to hear people praise you for your puysical
giftg; for vour longreach, for your good stroke, for your
capit ] mark, awd for vanous signs of a strong physical natare.
And that 18 certamly 2 very tine veaey, ke to see a strayght
and well-bmts supple hgure.  Bug, mark you, all that wall wet
sl A very tew years indeed and yeur youtn will be belund
you, and you wiil bave to mourn that 1t hag passed away from
yau 3 tor s as with sorrow and regres that we pass away from
these times,  ‘There 13 a kind of satire about, » kind of irony
in this erowinyg older.  ut taere 1s a spas which will never
arow older : thereis a hte which will onty grow more stealdy,
stronger, swifter, and more perfect every Gay. You may go
on anl develop only the lower nature, and you will die an
animal—a splendid brate. You may go on and develope the
spiritual nature, and you will die—die did 1 say 2 No, you
will live a gloritied spirit, a redeemed man, the noblest being
short of God—a sanchitied, uloritied son of human kind,
There is a choice for vou! The old Greck Legend put before
Hercules these two thmgs—virtne and vice. I do not put
before you virtue and vice. I scorn to offer you that ; but I
put before you the growth that is only upon the natural
platform, and the progress that1s upon the spiritual platform.
(thoose ye, my brethren—mea and women, for it is for ail of
vou—choose yo to-night which shall be your history, the
history of Isau, or the history of Israel, the Prince of God !
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SCRIPTURE LESSONS FOR THESUNDAYS OF 1877.

LY RLV, THORNLEY SMITH.

j\/ AY 6. Morning. ClRists LAsE Passoven,  Matt, xxvi.
A I 17—30. The frast of unleavened beead lasted for
seven days, aund was iirst instituted in Egypt in connection
with that of the Passover (Ex. xii. 13). The tirst day of the
feast was the 14th of the month, Tirsi or Nisan, when all
leaven, a type of evil, was put out of the houses. On this day
our Lord’s disciples came to Him with the question, ver. 17,
for the Passover began on the next day. It preparation con-
consisted in slaying the paschal lamb, presentuig it in the
temple, and then roasting it whole, its blood having been
taken by the priest and sprinkled.on the altar, instead of the
doorposts as at the lirst. Jesus sent them to. some friend of
llilis (i bgt what meant e by the éxpression, My time is at
aud?”

Some have supposed that He anticipated the day, others
rather that e meant the time of His sufferings. They went
aud found the room ready, and they placed upon the table,
the lamb, unleavened bread, and wine (ver, 1§, 19). He
reclinesd a% the table, and as they were eating He foretold the
betrayal by one of them. < Lord, is it I?” said one, and
aunother, and yet another, ia deep sorrow ; and according to
Jobn xiii. 23, Peter beckoned to the beloved disciple whowas
pext toJesus to ask Him, asin a whisper. The answer was
given by a sign (Matt. xxvi. 23, 24). Judas said with daring
clfrontery, * Master, is 612’ He knew that it was, and he
left the room bent on his dreadful work. The sop (ver 23)
was the chwroseth, a kind of sauce made of dates, figs, and
bitter herbs, ete. Jesus then gave them the bread as the
symbol of 3"~ body ; aud after supper, the cup, or the wine
as the symbol of His blood, thus tarning the Jewish into the
Christian Passover, and instituting that feast which is observed
to this day. In the expression, Thisis my body, cte., the
Church of Ilome finds the doctrine of transubstantiation ; but
it bears ro such meaning, and the doctrine wasnever heard of
until centuries after Christ's death. From ver, 29, we learn
that there will be a new celebration of this feast in the King-
dom of Heaven (Rev. il 203 xix., 9). The bymn they sang
{ver. 30) was part of the great Hallel (Ps, cxv.—cxviil.),
which is full of praise and joy, and after it they went to
Gethsermane at the foot of the Mouut of Olives. Learn
1 Cor. xi. 23, 24.

Afternoon.  Tur FaMisg 1§
20.  Learn Luke xviil, 27.
Benhadad, in conse
famine (ch. vi. 23).

Savarin. 2 Kings viil. 3—
Samaria was besieged by
uence of which thero was a dreadful
Slisha forctold to the king that-the next
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day there should be such an abundance of food that a seah
peck of fine flour, should be sold in the market for a shekd |
or about two shillings and fourpence, ete.  An aided,.
camp of the king siid it was incredible,  On windows p |
heaven see Gen. vii. 11, How was it brought about? Fy
poor lepers, shut out from their fellow-men (Lev. aiij, g
Nun. v. i), sat, perhaps in a house ereete 1 for the pur!m,;
(ch. xv. 4), ab the gate of the eity,  Gu_the point of starsy,
tivn, they resulved to go in the evenng twiliglitint > the Syriy,
camp, «.at v reaching it they found no man there (ver, 3,
What hal becomo of the army? The Lord had scattere)
them. Thay had been seized with aponic and had fled, leavy,
bonnd them all their property (ver. 6, 7).  What the Nose
was, or how it was observed we are not toll: bat probaly
it was an extriordmary or miraculous roll of thunler, Ti
iepers satislied theic own hunger, and then, as their ¢p.
setences dictated, went back and to'd the news to the waeh
men as the ety gate. who reported the fact in the king
palace (ver. 9—11).  The king thonght the Syrians intended
1t for a rase to deceive them, and draw them out of the aty;
but he sent to sec, anl Sire 1nesce.gers returned with the
tadings that it was tiue (ver. 12, 13).  Fhus Elisha’s proplecy
was ialtilled. But the m=n who douited-his word was tr]
upon at the city gate. and dicd, a4 a punishment for his ug.
belief (ver, 16, 17).  With God all.things are possible, Tpy
meaning of ver. 13 is that there were tive horses, or heisemen,
in Samaria, and if they avere- sent and were kilied, they
would ouly share the fate of. the people generally,  Two pars
of them were sent.with chariots 2l men-

May 13, Moraing. JESUS IN GCTHSEMANL, Mact, xxvi
31—46.  Gethsemane means th- ol press, for there waga
‘press, and probably a housc nea, Is was a garden at the
oot of the Mount of Olives, thongh now only a few old trees
remain there. Eight of Christ’s disciples were leit at the
entrance. Peter, James, and John, who had seen Him o
the Mount of Transtizuration, were to be the only witucss:s
of the agony of Ris soul. IWhat was that agony? Itwasa
.deep and overwhelming pressure of His soul (ver. 37, 35). I
was anguish unto Jeath. Ilow was it occasioned ? A bitter
cup was pat _into His hands, for now alrsady He was ber
ing the weight of the world’s transgression, see Luke xiil
31—46, who speaks of the bloody sweat which, in comse
quence of His gricf, oozed through the pores of His sku.
Hence e prayed that the cup might pase from Him, bu
in perfect submission fo His Father's will. (Ver. 39
42—44). His three disciples slept, and that after He came
and awoke thew. For it was the hour and power of dark
ness, and wicked spirits were near to do thdr worat, The
third time He spoke.with a sacred irony, ¢‘Sleep on now,
&c. ; that ig, *“if you can, for the hour of decision i3 come’
(ver. 40, 43, 49). " Légrn ver. 42, The lesson is that of entire
submission to the will, of God. No one ever did, or would
bear what our Saviour bore, yet His prayer was—Thy will
be done. .

Afternoon.  Jruv 1ie Kive.  2Kings x. 18—=30.  Jeln
pretended that he was about to gerve Bazl, the God which
‘Ahab had worshipped. He proclaimed a festal meeting, and
the priests, clad 1n their sacred vestments taken out of the
wardrobe of the tcmple, filled the nlace mouth to mouth,
that is, to its utmost limit (ver. 18—22). But he did it in
'subt%ety, for he intended to slay them. This was right i
itself; but his motives were sclfish (see ver. 29, 30). He took
care that mone were in the temple but the priests of Baal,
and then he appointed cighty men to watch, and to let none
of them escape (ver. 24). When the sacrificing priest oot
Jehu) had presented the burat-ofering, the command was
given to the guard and capain to slay them all, and they
smote the city—that is, the aew temple-houge of Baal, and
burnt the images or columns which were. probably made of
wood. They then destroyed the whole temple itscli, sad
made it into sinks, as a mark of insult (ver, 25—25). Jehe.
was commended for his zeal in this matter, but he was righs
in other respects, and to serve God by halves is never
sufficient. _ God requires an undivided heart. Rom. x 2’
expresses Jehu's character.

May 20. Morning. Tue BETRAYAL AND Annest. Malt
xxvi, 47-38. Judas,, the traitor, came. According to- John
(xviii. 3) the people who came with hima had lanterns, and:
torches, and weapons, It.was moonlight, being the time of
the Passover, but they thought, perhaps, that Jesus would b
hid dmong the trecs. Judas knew the spot, and to make:
zuro of his victim, brought with hima Roman guard from the-

stle of Antonis, consisting of 500 men (Joha xviii. 2, 3), and.
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