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woald not fall Jown snd worahip it should e doomed we offeringe to hiv
gend 5 and which (ate, the chice noble [leheew jombs nere sulgeind ta,
though they wete preserved in the face of (hatylon®s idof, and rescwni
from hie gpposed omnipotence, by one who walked with them, and «ho
wae ' fihe the ¥on of God.™ e node of worship wae by offetings 10
dia temple, victime ta the fice, o 1M gesticalations, and epamzmng prayrie,
Ant illactation of the mode of soppheation, wien all elleengs hiad faled
ta bring the teaponer, we find in the history of Liyali,  The werslop of
Bel o Baal had epread wver feenel; and that the queaion of supeiionty
might be deculed between the true and the false God, the prophet cliale
tenged the iolaitone priests 10 tey the terspective pewera of theit Ginle.
19l reprearnied the pun, or fite 3 then Jet ihe decision be by fire.  The
prophet chalierged them in their sttongest poation, *ihe Gl that ane
awereth by fire let hitn be God™  “The priests etied ** from woming even
il noun, O 1aal, hieat we™  Llijalh nocked them in Litterest sarcav,
nnd 1hat, siong with no heasenseent fite, eacited them 12 frenzy, The
despetation of defear, and being forraken by theig god made them cry
with impertunity, leap on the sliar, and cut themeelves with knires
and lances, and present the hortible spectacle of gashied and blood cors
ercd inen.

“The Babylonian {lcl was derived from the rame fales iden, and lield
the same idolatroue podition, as did the Ammon of the Egyptians, the
Ttaal of the Midianites, the Moloch, Milcany, or Malcham of the Cannane
iteag the Chentoth of the Moabitea; she Ilerakies or Herculen of the Ty~
tiane ; the Jupiter of the Greeks, aad the Jove of the Romanr,

The femsle divinity, Mylitta, ot queen of heaven, had temples dedis
cated to her, aleo, but her rites were chiefly obeetved In groves and on
Ligh hills, These st too grone 1o permit of detail, and it is cnough to
aay, that they cousisted of the most liceatious orgies, and her macred
places, as they wete called, were acenea of unhounded and unblushing
prostitution. Thia supreme goddesa of the Babylonians was the same,
with the rame tites, a« the Egyptisn Isis; the golden ealf that the Torsete
ites made at Sinn, and to which they paid homage In tnuric, dances, and
lusiful revelry 3 the aame ac the Phornician Ashiatoth or Astarte 5 the
Ephesian Diana ; the Grecian Juno, and the Roman Veaus, Thue the
pruninve Sabastic Klea came down and covered the ancient hicathen
world, and though the names of the two cluet deites differ in diferent
hatione, yet no one can fail to sec the close rescmblance that ererywhere
prevailed,

We now tum to Persia, The 22ligion of the Pepsians wae, at first, the
purest of all furms of idolatry. 1t was the worship of the sun, an the Sue
preme [leing, and fite was the emb'em, and the oniy viubie thing they
religioudy tecognised in theit temples. But such 3 mmple form did not
long continue, and othier firmamentsl bodies were sdded and desficd, Thesr
religious notions were cettanly, at first, the mostinrellectusi and refined u'f
11 the heathien ; but eren with the wisdom of Zoroaster, 2nd whin, with
a great tind, he attempred to bring hight aut of darkneey, aud truth cut
of fable, yet his creed, howerer ingemous, faited toratify, The experence
of ages has proven, that mankind, with human season only to guide thens,
can never remaln stationary 12 an tntellectual sdolatry , and so 1t wan 10
Persiy, and in definnce of all the wisdom of the magi.  Their recoganwn
ot & great power, symbolised by fire, icft them suliwith sn unkavwa Gud,
and therelore there was no salutaty itlence operating on thear oral
being and social relations ; and their rehgious notions eaded, like oll the
others, in a mulnforin sad debanng idolatry,  They began wab » Sa-
preme Being, but, losing revelation, they deified the aun , and fears, fan-
cirs, and passions gradually introduced other olyects ; and atlast, oacicnt
Persia became a nauon with idols crowded in §in temples, and ob-

acemty in their courts; with polygamy in the households, despots on
the throne, and oppression and tuthulence In the state.

Lot us plance at the religion of Geeece,  Thete we find idolatcy in all jte
intellectual majesty ; with sagesto correct its crrors, and sheww—ifthey canld
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hope was in hating mote gode, thats prrchance, they might find the troe
one atlavt, Fron every knann caunty Kole and forms of wenship wete
fmportel ; and telion thae lveame & search, tather than a conviction to
the wiee, and 8 degrading and aniateliphls oheeprance to the ignomnt,
The very mazeitude of their idolatey perpieted than, and they lecame
fost 10 the fmaginstne and wipegstitiese labgprimbe which they created,
and wrie ottiged o extead in hape of teleae, themgh, in fact, only to be
the mure eompletrly lewudered. The phiioanphers tearened, and xahedd,
what, and where §o truth 1 1t they were perpetvally ballled.  They teo
lirwed that there war a Gied, the true God, bt they Fnew not how, of
whete, tnfind 1ins, snd at 1ast had (o come 10 the humitating confeasion
of ignotance, and in the vory capital of their wadem anid sheir sehools,
acknanirdge she inshilny of teasen 10 discover what teason il taught
thers tust be tguefor their teason fed them by fnduction to see its omn
meutficieney=and in tohen of defeat, and aleo of & faith that no 1ay of
tevelaton had enfightened, they erected an altae, and dedecated It ta
* The U'nknown CGod™  Such was the religion of Giceee ; it made e
pricsts traflickers In populat supeestitions 3 itn pages sceptics ; and e
people elaves,

Now let untook at Rome,  Greeer warealled tefined~1tome was mae
geatle. At fipst the religion was a simple, unostentatious blelatey, and
evidently brought from the Fasty tut juet ma her arme conquered, snd
et power extended, and her fame encreasd, no did fier idolary,  Bhie
seemed to gloty in gathering all the fdoly of the known world for heg
wogshlp, Greece gatheted from the Last, and Rome gahered fiom
Gtecce, She lind gods and goddessea—al beasen sad hell, caeth snd
rea, fove and lasciviousnese, peace and war, plenty nad tatnine, tmure and
grieh, Bhe deified many of her celebrated wagrion and empesots, and
installed them fu het pantheon,  Esery sense, pasion, anid poner, was
petsanified, and Wotired, She had ey temples, with thele priests, augurs,
and vertal viegioe,  “The religion at lengili beeatne even a terror to the
nition, a8 evers passien ar vice coutd be made eacted, by the declared
devotion of it to the divinny to winch it wae profeserd to be pasd , and
thus o man could hring his ctimes vader the slieltee ¢ the temple, and,
by the plea of teliginn, have a licsare to unbinuted heentiousness,  “The
tare fearned declated that they il not beliese i, onfy, they openfy ac-
knowledged it breause the mase of the penple must have a tehigion,
and that the superstition of shic people made them more subservient
ae ruljecte.  Thete wae the theologin phidesvphiea, which was the
infidelty of the learncd, as regarded ol gola; nnd there wae
the theologin esrslie, which wan the inculeation on the ignornnt, of
s superstiious tevereace for all. Thue the priest mointsined ks
appatent eanctuy, the avgur his mystenvue prephicue intelligence, and
the vemtat virgin her mock-modesty@nad ail concealed their smilea at the
credunty of the popolace. Thus #1aeca says, * It becumes on 1o proy to
the great mutitudea of common guds, winch, duung a long perod, a di-
serficd supersition has coliceted,, with this septument, that we ate con-
vinced that e sevcrence displayed 10 them, s a yiciding 10 custom sas
ther than wehatss duc to real trush,  The pluiowopher wili obserse prager,
as commanded by tne civn aw, and 0 48 giandyng 0 the gods” Thas
the sdolatey , whue t was tenacmuzly heid by ihe mass of the peopie, was
kept up by she poserful sad the wicuciual as @ puice Glabuhineat,
and i which, as poutical 1 T ae they had an
terest. Aacient Rameeproud Rone *—calulits what haman powes
and phuorophy can de, i mahmg 3 rehigon for naa , aud ihe rad spectae
cle we ace 1s, that hiet sery redzion epeouraged by poeny and jwentivuye
nees, and dod tnore o brutalize hee than of sl had adwpted=had it Leen
posmble~—pate 3l cism, aud had neves had a temple o & god

Front these baef notcen of he leafing chasactensucs of ancient
hieathen tehgion, we arnse at iwo indisputadile facts, e} 1
all ancient u!ola'uy :7d one geeat coinmon onigin.  There was centainly,
at first, the knowledge of the stue God, but * when they knew God they
glonfied hun not as God, neathes were thanktul, but beeame vain 1n their
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of the gode; and with poets to write and ring pacans to their honor.
At first it was the worship of the sun and moon-=by the namesof Jupiter
and Juno~but rapidly, idol was added to idol. ‘The very utellectualiy
of the Greeks made them encrease theit idol caunlogue, for they were si-
tisfied with none, and they sought for, and made more. They were loat
ia idolatry, and koew not how to extricate themselves; and their only

;" tnd * changed the tsuth of God into a lie, and worshipped
and served she creature rather than the Creator™  The natursd mund and
imagination everywhere ran 30 the same track, and enner mntusthely
concesved the aame 1dolatrous 1deas, or wilhngly copied and ndopted
those which were il pounded ; for we umformiy find that the
idofatnies of alf nations—though wide apart in point of time and dhu;u
—bore a great and remarkable family likeness,———Second—we find




