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But is timne given to prayer and mcdita-
tion thereon a sign of occasional divine
guidance? Certainiy it is. Strango kind of
%valk in the Spirit that wvould be %vbiicli
required us ever and anon to be in doubt
as to bis presence and guidance andi
demandeci prayer and fasting to gct the
mind of God!

But is it not righit under such circurn-
stances to pray, and even to fast ? By ail
mcans. When the bridegroomn is talzen
away then ail sincerely honest souls « fast
in those days."

But that is flot the question. We arc
here disctissing occasionai ancd continuous
divine guidance. Fasting and prayer,
wvhiist it is becomning and proper to ail
wbo knov of divine guidance as oniy a fit-
fui experience, is a sign of hypocrisy to
ail wvho dlaimn the continuai wvalk iii the
Spirit.---" Can the cbildren of the bride-
chamber mourn whilst the bridegroorn is

Nay, even searching the Scriptures to
iearn if this or that dogrna, which is being
examinied in the EX.POSITOR, is truc or-
false constitutes a dividing line between
the two experiences under consideration.
They wvbo %vaik in the Spirit iearn of him,
%vhiist they who occasionaly waik search,
discuss and oppose.

But is there neceýsarily oppôsit;.on be-
tween these twvo classes? Occasiowial/y,
there must be. When one at any time is
obedient to soine defivite revelation (,ï the
Spirit at once lie oversteps ail previous
difficuities and is consciousiy in harmony
with him who xvaiks continualiy in the
Spirit. But between times he is neces-
sariiy out of harmony, and it only requires
some special cause to make this bis atti-
tute flame out to bis full appreciation.

The agitation caused by the writings of
Mr. Diekenson were to us a sign of the
occasionai waik in the Spirit on the part
of ail those to whom his writings were an
offence, and it is just what ive expected

%vlicn this offence is n1ow being transferred
to us l)ecause of oui- own recent writings
Tie biarmon y wliich wvas occasional ly
brougbit about by their occasional obecli-
ence to the Spirit wc ivell knic% could
not by any humnan i)10cess bc transforuri-
cd into continuous harmony. AndI so
we expcct to sce the former histories
repeateci iii the Association. Somne
w~ill refuse to pay the price of a con-
tinuous wvallz in the Spirit and go off
into permanent antagonismn. For in this
case, as in ail others, lie that is îiot %vith
us is against us. Somne, it is barely pos-
sible, may makze a truce and tide over the
present crisis, and somne wvill change the
occasional for the contnuous w'alk in the
Spirit. The walls of this Zion arc gener-
ally built in troublous tirnes.

HALF LOYALTY.

Iý N the Hrofiless LEiw for Februay is an
open letter to al] its subseribers, in

which the editor requests then 4-o set
apart a "weelk for seif-deniai in orcler to save
sufficient moniey4.-o enable bim to senci a
missionary ta the heathen.

This is ail riglbt and i)loper. In this
free -country anyonc bas this undoubted
right to appeal ta the frienis of missionary
worlz for aid in sendingi missionaries to the
regions bey'onci; and it is a praise-w~ortby
act to send themn. We neithecr criticize
this act, nor even attempt to dampen the
ardor of any by "faint praise."

From the !owvest standpoint of ail, viz.,
that of improving the civilizatian of the
beathen, it is a good w~ork to send mis-
sionaries to uncivilized or sem-.i-civilized
lands. Mucbi more wvhen in addition an
improvemnent in their religion is aimed at.

What wve do criticize in tbis open letter
is the allusion in it to the Hoiy Spirit.
For tliis wvriter, after making this appeai
ta, bis subscribers to enter upon a %veek of
self-denial, adds: " We are not free to


