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special grace alone, not from any thing at ail f'oreseen inin axi, who
is altogether passive therein, until belig quickencd and renewed
'by the J-oly Spirit, lie is tliereby enabled to answer this eali, and
to embrace the grace offered and conveyed therein." .And v7C
have living 'writers w'hose works bear evidence that they have not
-vead tis part of the confession i -vain. IDr. candlisli wvrites that,
IC Faithi is the aet of' a renewcd understanding, a renewed lieurt,
and a renewed will." And the writings of ail divine,,of the Cal
vinistie Sehool abound in sueh sentiments. The passage we have
quoted from tUiceonfecssion of Faitli is supported by Seripture
proof; and, it inay ho best, just in the way of elearing the ground,
to look, i the flrst place, at the support Nvliceli the -ahove passaý"c
obtains from Seripture. The first verse given in pioof is 1 Cor. ii.
14. Il But the natural mani receiveth iiot the things of the Spirit
of God, because they are foolislhness unto lii1>, iieithier can lie know
thiel,. for they are spiritually discernied," This passage teaches
that none but a spiritual mani reecives or diseerus spiritual things.
The things spoken of by Uic apostle are"c the deep things ot' God."
The thiugs that mûake up the experience of a spiritual nman, coin-
bined with those future blessings that are in store for ail those
that love God. But, the gospel is a simple thing. It is se p1xuin,
that lie whio runs inay rcad it as lic ruus. The things referred to
by Paul are things in advanee of the simple gospel. Jesus said
to his disciples on one occasion, Il I have mnany thlings to say uato
you, but ye cannot hecar thein yet." The disciples wei e flot pre-
pared to take in the Saviour's tcachings upen adv.,necd miatters.
And, somne of the Corinthiaus were in ZDsueli a state, that the apos-
tIc hiad fed them witli milk, and not with strong meat, for they
were not able te bear it. Il We speak wisdoin aîmoiog, themin that
are perfect," says thc apostlc ;-thus intiniating that it was ouly
those who were in an advanced spiritual condition who could really
diseern and appreciate tic deep things of God' Spirit. But, it
is throuLghî faithi that any inax can beconie a spiritual mani. For,
Paul to, the Gaiatians writes,"< That Uic blessing of Abrahamn

iiltcoule upon thc Gentiles througli Jesuso Christ; that
we night ecciv thepromie ofthe Sirit (Î.e. teSii

promised), througlih faiith." And, again, IlBecause yu arc sens, God
bath sent forth the Spirit of bis Son into your hucarts, crying, Abba,
Father." The nccessity for regeneration does not lie in any supposcd
inability to behieve the gospel wi.'n presentcd to, tiie mind, but
in the fact, thiat man is altogetlier depraved as to his cliaracter.


