
TIIE CANADIAN DAY-STAIt.

To maintain. the dogma, of irresistible grace we înust inaintain
that tc Spirit contes into tic soul bcflore faitît, and renews it in
order that it ntay believe lu Jesus. Titis is what Caiviniists lioid,
as is evident froti the Catechisis Larg-cr and Shortcr, aîtd aise the
Westmeinster Confession of Faith. Now to teaehi regenierationi be-
f bre faitit is to teachi the sinnier to look for ant inw'ard change be-
fore lie iooks to Jesus; it is to teachi Iitii to look to tue Spirit,
ratier than to Jesus. It semis to us thiat if there be one thingi
taughit more clearly titan another lu God's book, it is that rgn
cration is tlîc fruit of faith, and net the prcursor of faith.

It becoutes us, ltowever, to examnine tîtose passages ef* Seripture,
wvhicli Calvinists point to as teaching titeir doctrine cf' reguera-
tien befobre and it order to fb.ith,; by a, direct, iiutînediate and
irresistibie influence of the Spirit or Cod.

One of the uîiost noi2d passages, appealed to by Caivinists, as
supporting tis doctrine is 1 Cor. ii. 14': -But the natural inait.
rcciveth not the things of the Spirit et' God, f'or Iîey are fboii-
ncss unto iuti, necither cani be know themn, because tlîcy arc spiri-
tually discerned." It is not coutendcd that titis passage directly
teacites the doctrine of irresistible grace. It is arguied that as the
naturai tuait canuot understand the things of the Spirit, lie muiist
De the subjeet of~ a change by the direct eniergy of the Spirit, bc-
Iore lie eati believe the Gospel.

Nowv to expouiid itis passa.ge tînd to show that it dees not teacli
the doctrinie refcrred te, notice, flrst, what is inîant by the neaural
inan. The word traushîted "iiatural" is twvice rcndercd isnu"n
tise Ncw Testamtent. James iii) 15. -' eartltly, sensimd, deviis.''.
Jude, xi. '' ,S'csîtl net liaving the Spirit.'' lTe natural mn i
thse uIneonverted Ili-an Unde- tihe influence of gr;ossvlrdly desiyeb.
Lt mtaris, " the uiil itan.'' Notice, seeoudly, wvhat is nîcant by
-thte thiiîgs of thte >Sir/. t is assuuîied by tîtese wlio iîold the

dogîna of' irresistibie grace titat by " the thimgs (fi thte Lirt
incant tue Gospel, tise rudintieutary trutlis cf religion, the îî,ilk of'
the word. But it mnust be evident te any eue svltc carefully reads
the whoie cittpter, and a f'es verses of tic citapter ýsuccccdiug, tlîat;
the apostie is diseoursing of tuec advanced trutis of Citristiautsty,
the wisdoîti, wIîici ie bpake anitne-, the perfect, mature Citristians.
(v. G.) Whien Lie first p'reae1ted in Corinti lie dctertiiincd te know
notiîing amoung tue Coriinthians, but Christ antd lMi erucificd,

(.3.) Hie wvas accustomed, however, te speak wvisdous aitnong
thcm titat were, perfect, i. c., mature lu Chiristian k-nowiedge and


