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ings at Westminster while the creed of myriads wason the stocks,.and |

the faith of the orthodox was delivering to the saints.

The parliament ordained, April 26, 1645, that “no person shall be
permitted to preached who i3 not ordained a minister in this or some
other reformed clhiurch. except such as attend the ministry, who shall
be allowed for the trial of their gifts, by those that shall be appointed
thereto by both houses of parliament ; and it is earnestly desired that
Sir T%omas LFuirfuc (a military chieftian) take eare that this ordi-
nance be put into execution in the urmy. 1t is further orderd to be
sent to the lovd mayor and committee of the militia in London. to
the governors and commanders of all forts. garrisons. forces. ¢ities
and towns, with the like injunctions ; and the mayor. sherifis. and jus-
tices of peace, are to commit all ofienders to safe custody, and give
notice to the pacliament, who will take a vpeedy course for their pun-
ishment.”  Thisis the way to make ard establish ordwdoxy. and to
show the divine institution of the clergy and preshytery. without the
trouble of interrogating the twelve apustles.  Tius the c¢lergy had
their lips opened, and the laity bad theirs shut by the laws of the band ;
and the military and other rulers were to guard the couecience of
the people with a drawn sword

* At the same time the lords sent  to the assembly of divines to
prepare a new directory for the ordination of ministers of' the chureh
of Kngland. without the presence of a diocesan bishop.  'Whis taok np
a great deal of time by réaxvon of the opposition it juet with from the
Livastians and independents thut was at last zacomplished. and pass.
ed into an ordinance, November 8, 1343, aud avas to continue in
force by way of trial for twelve months. On the
lowing it was prolonged for three years; at the expiration of which
time it was made perpetuat.’

The two fandamental reles of this neaw directory, which is now
thought by many to be as ol as Panl's time, ran thus :— Iirst. = The
persofi to be orduined must apply tethe presbytery. with a testimo-
nial of his taking the covenaut. of his proficieicy tn Lis stedies” &,
whether he can eonjugate feplo and deelive #ic. hak hoc. $e. &e
Second. =Me is then to pass ander an examinzagion az o kis religion
and learning and eall to the ministey ™ 1f he be calied by God as
Aaron was, to he a high priest. and can tell how religious be is, he is
then to be auvnointed hy the preshytery 1 it not he must veturn (o the
plough or loow, and forever after bold his peace.  Las!ly - Lt is resol-
ved, That all persons ordained according to this diveetory. shail Le for-
ever reputed and taken, to all intents aund parposes for fawiuily and
sufficiently author’zed ministers of the chureh of Ingland, and 2s

capable of any ministerial employment in the church. as any otber .
So thiy |

preshyter alrcady crdained or hereafter ta be ordained.”
point is made orthodox and of divine autharity.

The Independent muaiutained the right of overy partienlar cou-
gregation to ordain its own officers  Thiswas debated ten days. The
arraments on hoth sides were afterwards published in a book titled
“The Grand D-lae between Pres'ytery and fndependency”  Av
length the question was put, ~that it s re.guisits no single congrega-
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