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you were baptized, Il would uxot muchi dissentfroxn the answer îvhiclis
you ivere taught to give to tlîat question. These circtinistances,
l]owevcer, alter1tue case very nmuch. 'l'lie sprinkling, of a speechless
and faithless babe neyer inoved it one inch iii the vvay to heaven, and
uLever did cha.:ge it., hsart, chaîactPr, or relation to God and the king-
dome of hudavein. But nut su a bliccir, iunerbed iii obedience of' tIhe
gospel. le lias.put on Chribt; and wlîatever belongs to the hutsband(
belongsý to Llie %vife :"You are Chiist's property, and therùfore ail
lihing ar yor.You and 1 agree that we iave righiteousness, or par-
don; tîrat ue have ail the blessings of salvation through Christ; tha~t bis
bMood cleanses frorn alâin ; and that the ruign ut' God is righteousn, sz,,
peace, and joy in a liolý spirit. Thi qt!z:stioii is, At t what instant Of
tinte do u wct nie t/Lis kingdoin, w- comc u ndcr- this ?reigit of God, and
by w/tat micans ? 1 say, the moment ive viev allegiance to the King
in the constituted way -the moment ive are iiatura!ized -the moment
ive are born of water and the Spirit-the moment ive put on Christ-
the instant ive are eonvertIed, ami not before.

1t ivas, you say, uponi the face -of the waters tluat the Spirit first
moved iii creating. It is upon the face uof the waters thc spirit stili
moi ks iii recreating. Jesus himseif came by wvater before lie came by
biood. It ivas iihile %vet %vith the waters of the .Jordan, the Spirit
descended upon hirn. rf'hus the Spirit, and the waeaithe 1>00d,
agrecd in onie tebtîrfony concerniîîg im. You have ret'err cd to the
Spiîit iinoiing upon the waters-I refer to thf Ne Testament allu-
sioris. 1 do not, however, argue from tlîem, save allusively, to ts
sulject. No; it depends upoîi a llainer, a more literai, a positive
tcstimony. Pipase examine agail iny essays upon ininîersio,î.t1

The question between us is îuot wh ether the reigiu of' ýG (d is not
righîttonsnless, peace, and joy in a hioly spirit; but the quecstion is,
Do w;e comse unider thiat rcioen or enter that kincgdom, befor-e or cftc>-
;iiinierbioii? This is the single question whîich eabraces ail the --rotnd
about immersion. .After the niost minute, patient, devont, and lotif
Jrotidcted exaniincation; after hearing ail objections, ami cxzu'anillidug
thr-ni i- ith care, 1 amn more and moi e coîirnu-ied iii the conclusion to
mlhitî 1l had corne iii ry debate with iNir. M'Calla iu 1823. 1 Wvill,
luowr-ver, examine, and ro.gard, wvitlu ail attention, vhatever vois niziy
please to offer upon that question ivhiieli ernbraces the ivhcle subject.

The .ex ponad h eian n iii your letter, is ivlat

refers to the operation of the Iloiv Spirit. You favor ine iitli wlat
you suppose to bc a correction oi a mistaize into whliich 1 liîadflli
iii teii, your early reading and tcaching. I am intiicli p1vas2d

%ihtenarrative wvhichi you give, tlîoti,, f it dues not relate iLuha
I hiad inii my Lye iii the renulark quoted. ' did not incan that period
of your litè, fromn childhood to twenty, su much as the early part of'
vaur public lifé as a preacher au:I teacher. This, however, s .'t

n., natter. Your narrative is an intcrestiîîg sue, and wort1h of
attontion.
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