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costly. The poles alonc are estimated to cost $1,152, or £200.
If the plugs were withdrawn—and, according to Dr. Stevens,
there is nothing but the expense to prevent— the whole well
would be available for observation. The commitice will make
every effort to prevent so rare an opportunity from heing lost.—
From third report of the Underground Temp.crature Commitee
submitted to the Dritish Association in 1870.

MISCELLANEQUS.
SCRAPS TFROM ¢ NATURE.”

— We are glad to be able to state that Dr. Wyville Thompson
has entirely recovered from the attack ol gastrie fever which pre-
vented his taking part in the Lorcupine expedition this summer.
ITe is at present going over the zoological collection brought home
in that vessel, at the University of London, with Dr. Carpenter,
and he reports some very remarkable additions to his new group
of vitreous sponges, mainly from the coast of Spain and Pertugal.
These, with some others procured by Mr. Saville Ient, in Dr.
Marshall Hall's yacht, wiil nearly double the number of known
forms referred fo the order.  They are no pigmies.  One of them
forms a lovely lace-like vase upwards of three fect in diameter ab
the lip!

—Owens College, Manchester, has lately received a very vale-
able donation to its large geological collection, in the shape of a
collection of fos<il Marsupials from Auwstralia. This colleetion
was to have been presented to the British Museum, but the donor
altimately decided ‘o bestow it on Mancaester instead.

—In the aquarium of the Dublin Zoological Gardens there are
several specimens of the blind fish (Amdyopsis spelacus) lately
brought {rom the Kentucky caves by Prof. Mapother. Thesmall
specimens, heing very transparent, show the vertebral column, the
heart, and the optic bulbs very distinetly. In the Jargest there
are dark red spots over the optic bulbs, probably due to theix
having been kept in an iron vessel, which may have given colour
for a rudimentary pigment membrane.

—The American Jowrnal of Science and -Arts, which has from
its commencement been the leading vehicle for the original papers
of the scientific men of America, will be continued after the close
of the preseat year as a monthly joursal. This inercased fre-
quency of yubiication will, it is believed, meet a wish often ex-



