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band's restraining biaud wvas laid ul)of
lier arm.

"Mary," lie said, 'II advise you as
your friend not to open this closet, but
-%ait and ask Mr. Gordon for an explana-
-tien of lis very mystefious conduot.
What there may be to affect your future
happiness we can noue of us conjecture,
but at present it is his secret. Lot it re-
main so."

IlIt is too late, to %vrait now," answered
Mrs. Wigley inipatiently, "lthey have
roused our curiosity, and it shall be sat-
isfied at any cost. I wishi to knoNv tîje
worst."

"lTo own the truth, I -%as hcartily -lad
of the old lady's decision, thougli it wvas
opposed to my husbaud's judgîuent. 1,
too, wvas consumed by au inoxtinguish-
able curiosity to fathom our enîgma.
Behind the door lay the mysteries thiat
had been ahl tlîe day arrangiug them-
selves into numberless forais within our
busy brains, and now to wvait for Miý.
Gordon's return, and thon perhiaps to ho
denied an explanation, wvas a moral im-
possibility. Mary slowly but resolutely
opened the door, and -we ail, even zny bus-
baud, looked into the unlighited closet
witli an intense gaze; but there -%vas
manifested no0 scene of horror or miechan-
ism for future, purposes. Iu the darknoss
there Nvas shaped out only two small
maliogany boxes, something like. violin-
cases; here, thon, lay the very coro and
keruel of our bauntincg mystery-the,
solving of the probleru on -%vhich Mary's
futuire life depeiided.

IlNothing could bave stayed us now.
Mary rapidly detached oue of the keys
from mie, aud we knelt down te fit them
into the minute locks of the malîogauy
cases. We raised the lids simultaneous-
iy, andour eager, garuest eyes feul upon
two wVooden legs.

IlI scarcely know wliat -%ve felt the
firt few minutes. It was a relief ; for
thougli our suspense -%as over, our aston-
ishment was not lessened. «We haë). not
the dignity of beinig borror-strieken, nor
the indignation of being Ixoaxed: -we
-were passivelyr astonis-hed. Mary sulent-
ly- relocked the cases and' the closet, and)
we adjourned quietly to the Iibrary. A
spirit of deep musing liad fallen upon us

ail]. Out of tho profound abyss of cou-
templation, suggestion after suggestion
wvas summnoned; but noune could satisfv
us, or oxl)lain aIl tlîe circunistauces of
the case.

"\NVe feit groat exiten-kit vhon the re-
turu of the mastor of tlîe houso vas .lîcard.
Mary threw liersoîf back into bier chair,
and my liusbaud. and Mrs. Wigley rose
to mêet bim as lie eu1tbered tlîe rooiai.
Glancing keeuly round ou our attitudes
of expectations, and on the littered rooni,
lie advanced aud placed liimself -behind
Mary's chair.

"Permit mie," lie said, "lto give youl an
intelligible oxplanation of xîîy conduct
before you reproacli nie for niy secrecy.
My father made a match for nie whien I
;vas very yolug, wvith a relative Nvhio Pos-
sessed mucli wealth, but wlîo liad suifer-
cd an amiputationi. Shie dlied about two
years after our marriage, auni bequeathed
hier property to mie, on condition that if
I married again it should ho to a woman
similarly afflicted. A few years after, I
met witli a lady posses3ing tlîe necessary
qualification, and giftede -%vitli se mnucli
sweetness and amiability of temiper, that
Ilovedhler truly. It suited meoto wvatch
over and protect bier, and we were very
happy, but for. a few montlîs only. -Thus
it happeued that, whule quite a youug
mau, I was a widower for the second time.
My last wife, withi a caprice at variance
with hier usual character, had made a
similar will to Muy first vdife's; anud
thougli I would have given up their unit-
ed fortunes had I fouud. any one wvhom I
could love, these, circumstances tended, to
invest a cripple wîvtlî pecahiar interest in
my eyes, and I have made it a rule to
seek the acquaintauce of those I met.
As my position and presumed object be-
came .known, I was. made the victim of
several unworthyý artifices, se tixat I de-
termined te- make aIl future advances
under an assumed name,-as I did to you
Mary. At flrst 1 'vas pleased with the
notion that you loved me for myseli; but
.when I came te know your excelle.ncies,
your cultivated intellect, your dehicate
sense of bonour, and your inodest reserve,
I-did, nôt dlaie te, confess 1 liad decgi.ved,
you, until I lad called te my aid the ad-
ventitieus influences of position and, for-


