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colony in doors. Experience has tansht me l honev which hus been reserved irom the previous

that the less tiddling and fooling the bee-keeper
has with his bees late in the fall ana early in
the spring the better it will be for both him and
the bees. Assoon as the first frost comes, re-
move the supers, and examine every colony.
Give those that are short of stores plenty of
good sealed honey in exchange for the empty
combs. It is better for them to have more thap
sufficient to carry them through the winter and
spring than not quite enough. If any are found
that are not very strong, double them up; by so
doing you may bring one colony through the
winter, whilst if they are left separate you are
linble to have only empty hives and comb in the
spring. Those that are found to he qneerless
should be put with colonies that need to be
doubled up, care being taken that the fertile
queen be not destroyed. When you have advan-
ced so tar, instead of putting a half storey on,
wiih chall over the frames, put yoar propo’is
cloths on, and the thicker they are with propolis

$ho bettel | LUW PIRUC jOUL ¢7° efw i Oy Lk |

ctntks and sn ghe single ataress) and ]l - tha
beea to propolis them down #0 tight that no beat
€an escape, nor any coid enter. Whon juching
is placed over the frames it absorbs dampness
asd very often becomes mouldy and causes the

eombs to monld. Isit reasousble to suppose that’

& humaun being, with nothing about him, counld
live in a house during thu winter, with the Leat
ail escaping through the second or third stor-y,
and a heap of mouldy wet straw hanging over

his head ?
Boxes that are uged for shipping teas are very

good for packing bees in, and can generally be
purchased quite cheaply. .Pla.ce them where
wanted, but raise them some four or five inches
from the ground, and put gome chaffin the bot-
toms. If you can get oat hulls they are beter.
Cover the top of the hives with chaff ag well ag
the sides and bottom, putting some poisoned
bread on them to kill the mice. Cover the case
tight, and leave them alone until 8priug. If the
case is large enough to contain two tiersof hives,
all the better, for there will be so muci, more
b2at saved where it is necued. 1t muttery uot
whether they face the north or the south ; those
facing the north may not fly 80 much, but they
will winter quite as well if not better.

The first warm day that comes in spring care-
fully examine them in the heat of the duy. D)o
rot «ive the hox or hive any quick jar to cause
thew. o Kt dielseivas, ior they may not #gain
have a fly for some time. A glance down into
the combe is generally sufficient to iel' wiatbar
or nct they have pienty of stores. it lacking,
geatly remove a frame or two near the end of the
Live, and replace with other frames fillea with

year. Be satistied they are all right for amonth
or so ; then, if the spring is backward, go through
the same process again. When the 10th of April
comes, and they begin to bring in pollen, you
may couzider them ez out of dunger, previded
You Eeep she hives ciosed untii vhe honey dow

comes.
Yours, etc.,

Jj+ B KITCHIN,
Weidmann, Ont. Sept. 1892,

Foundation and Foul Brood.

R. ALLEN PRINGLE, ex-President of
m the Ontario Bee-keepers’ Association,
writea ua 18 follows ;—

Sirs,—In the B. B. J. of September 10th, 1894,
a correspondent asks (766, p. 406): “Has this
question been ever definitely answered: Does
the melting temperature of wax, or what other
tetaporniane, with certainty destroy the micrabes
or bacilli of foal brood ?"

In o lde of Pociabor Srd, 1201, the Bdig.
~rr sy, e fontnsta to aletter from Mr. Corneil
(863, p. 550) : ** We do not see that it would be
1mpossiole to test the waiter " (that is as to
whether foundation made from oontaminated
comb contaims living spores of Baciilus alvei),
# as a bacteriologist onght 10 be able to separate
the spores from foundation ; and if they are still
alive, he should have no difficulty iu cultivating
them. . There are sclvents of wax that
hrve no effect on the vitality of spores. We hope
that Mr. Corneil’s surmise of sheets of founda-
tion containing millions of live spores will not
prove to be correct, and we hope that the matter
will be tested.” ’

This subject was discussed at the annual
maeting of the Ontario Bee-keepers’ Association,
in January, 189], and was deemed of sufficient
importance to warrant action by the Society to
have the above point determined and settled, if
possible. The writer, as President of the Soociety
was accordingly instructed by the meeting to
crmmunicate with certain scientists in Canada
occupying ollicial positions, to induce them, if
possible, tojundertake the necessary experiments
to determine whether the degree of heat required
to melt wax was sufflcient to destroy the vitality
of the spores of Bacillusalvei, and, if not, what
dugree of heat is necessary to destroy them.

Professor Ramsey \Wright, who occupies the
Cheir cf Biolovy in the Univer.ity of Toronto,
has coneented to make the experiments and settle
this important question on behalf of the Ontario
Bser-keepsrs’, Assceintion,  Professor Wright
commences the experiments this spring as soon
a3 W3 ore tble to stpply Bim with the necessary



